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Jordanians see little difference between Likud and Labor 

Peres anxious to resolve strained 
relations with Jordan before elections 


By Raed AI Abed 

Star Stuff Writer 
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS are 
underway 10 relieve ihe strain in 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations One 
week before the holding of the 
Israeli elections. Israel’s contin¬ 
ued closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and its two-wcck 
blitz against Lebanon last month 
have brought chill to relations 
between Jordan and Israel for the 
first time since the two countries 
signed their peace treaty in 1994. 

Ibis week's planned meeting 
between His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak in London was 
aimed at patching things up in 
the wake of recent regional 
developments. Sources said the 
meeting should focus on the 
recent strain that affected bilat¬ 
eral relations and that the two 
countries will try to resume stra¬ 
tegic dialogue which was post¬ 


poned after the bloody events in 
Lebanon. 

The Jerusalem Post reported 
this week that Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres summoned his top 
aides to discuss ways to resolve 
stnuns in relations with Jordan. 
The paper reported that Peres 
met with Israel’s envoy to Jor¬ 
dan. Shimon Shamir, who 
■•repeatedly warned the [Israeli) 
foreign ministry about the impact 
of recent events upon Jordanian 
public opinion." 

(n addition to their anger over 
Israel's Grapes of Wrath opera¬ 
tion, Jordanian officials have 
expressed their disappointment 
over the slow progress in devel¬ 
oping trade tics and implement¬ 
ing bilateral agreements. Jordan 
is said to be anxious to increase 
its exports to Palestinian terrifi- 
ries while it wants Israel to pump 
an extra SO million cubic meters 
of water in addition to the 50 


mcm that it had agreed to pump 
to Jordan. But Israeli officials 
denied that they are expected to 
supply Jordan with the extra 
water. 

"Over the past few months, a 
shadow has been cast on our rela¬ 
tions with Israel, including the 
closure of West Bank and Opera¬ 
tion Grapes of Wrath." Omar AI 
Rifai, Jordan's ambassador to 
Israel, told the Jerusalem Post 
this week. "The average Jorda¬ 
nian also wants to see more eco¬ 
nomic benefits us a result of 
peace, and public opinion is 
impatient," 

Israeli reports confirmed that 
King Hussein is upset with Peres. 
They reported that the King had 
declined an invitation to meet 
with him and President Bill Clin¬ 
ton in Washington last month. 
The same reports said that Peres 
wanted to visit Amman last week 
to help boost his reelection cam¬ 


paign, but Jordan withheld the 
invitation. Israeli press reports 
say King Hussein declined to 
appear with Peres on both occa¬ 
sions in order to maintain his 
neutrality between Labor and 
Likud few weeks before the 
elections. 

The two major Israeli parties 
arc campaigning for the 29 May 
election. The Labor led govern¬ 
ment signed the Olso agreement 
with the PLO in 1993 and con¬ 
cluded a peace treaty with Jordan 
the following year. It is the same 
government that initiated talks 
with Syria earlier this year. 

While many Arab govern¬ 
ments stated that the Israeli elec¬ 
tions are an internal issue, the 
reality is that all hope that Labor 
will win. For the Palestinians, a 
Likud victory will mean the end 
of the peace process. 

"U is the worst Arab situation 
to link their policies with the 


Israeli election results." said Mr 
Tayscer Zehri. member of the 
Palestinian National Council. 
‘They must concentrate on how 
Arab and Palestinian negotiators 
will unite to confront Israeli heg¬ 
emony. whether it is Labor or 
Likud in the driver’s seat." 

For many Arabs, the Labor 
party, which ruled throughout 
Israel's major wars against the 
Arabs from 1948 to 1977. is no 
different from the more radical 
Likud in its dealing with Pales¬ 
tinian and Arab causes. During 
the Palestinian Uprising, which 
Maned in 1987. a Labor defence 
minister. Yitzhak Rabin, allowed 
the “iron fi.st policy" and the 
Nine-breaking policy against 
Palestinian civilians. The recent 
Qanu massacre in Lebanon 
which claimed over 100 lives, 
added another stain to Labor's 

Continued on page 2 
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Experts say ‘oil-for-food’ pact does 
not signal end of UN sanctions 


By Munther Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 
THE OlL-for-food agreement 
recently concluded between 
Iraq and the UN has Lriggerd 
changes on the regional politi¬ 
cal and economic fronts, which 
. have long been governed by the 
■ six-year old embargo on Iraq. 

Under the agreement, signed 
in’New York this week, Iraq 
will be allowed to sell $2 bil¬ 
lion worth of oil over six 
month. Iraqis have waited long 
for a successful conclusion of 
the negotiations which they see 
as signalling the beginning of a 
long march towards a total lift 
up of what they see os unjust 
sanctions. 

Though disbursmem of reve¬ 
nues will be strictly monitored 
by the UN. many hope this step 
will help reduce the deteriorat¬ 
ing -economic situation which 
deprived Iraqis of their basic 
needs from food and medicine. 
/. Expectations of what fruits 
the agreement might eventually 
yield vary, in Jordan some see 
ii as a step towards a complete 
lifting of the sanctions, "while 
others doubt it will be effective. 
"Incongruous opinions about 
(he accord make it hard to 
come up with full expectation 
ahouL the future." Senator 
. Jawad AI Anani. a former min¬ 
ister and on economic expert. 



Trucks on the way to Iraq: Business as usual? 


told The Star. He added that 
while Iraqi chief negotiator 
Abdel Amir AI Anbari looks 
upon the agreement as a first 
step towards a complete lilting 
of the embargo. US UN envoy 
Madeleine Albright saw it 
otherwise. 

"On i he contrary, this partial 
agreement may protract the 
possibility of a lasting solu¬ 
tion." said Taher AI Adwan. a 
political analyst. 

The impact of the deal on 


Jordan-lraqi trading relations is 
still ambiguous. Bilateral trade 
was lately influenced by inco¬ 
herent political statements from 
the two sides. The question 
remains if the latest deal with 
the UN will have a bearing on 
Jordan's commercial ties with 
Baghdad and the size of Jorda¬ 
nian exports to Iraq especially 
after the recent downsizing of 
the commercial protocol 
between the two countries from 
about $400 million to $200 mil¬ 


lion. "The reduction was based 
on certain economic realities in 
both Jordan and Iraq." said 
Anani. "Iraq's importing abili¬ 
ties have been severely 
decreased.” The value of the 
protocol. he r added, was sizaGle 
in the year before the reduction 
but in actual fact it was not fully 
invested by Jordan. 


Tension between the two 
countries escalated recently as 
the government of Prime Min¬ 
ister Abdel Karim Kabariti 
attempted to shift Jordan's eco¬ 
nomic attention from Iraq to 
the Gulf. This, among other 
things, has left Jordanians per- 

Cootinued on page2 


Money exchangers still 
weary about Iraqi dinar 

THE IRAQI dinar witnessed a 20 percent increase in the 
last two days according to downtown Amman traders 
after news of Iraq’s acceptance of the “oil-for-food*' deal 
was announced. 

"The Iraqi dinar’s rate shot up from one JD per 1200 
Iraqi dinars last week to one JD per 800 today,” Mr Haiti 
Saudi, owner of the Saudi Exchange Corp., told The Star 
on Wednesday. 

“In spite of the agreement, trading io the Iraqi cur¬ 
rency is still weak” Saudi said. 

In 1993, the Iraqi government cancelled the 25-dinar 
bill [the so-called Swiss note] and many people and busi¬ 
nessmen in Jordan lost all of their savings estimated at 
millions of dollars. “People still have a bad experience,” 
Saudi added. 

But most money exchangers are not yet ready to deal 
with the Iraqi currency, believing it is a risky business. 

“We buy the cancelled bills at JD G per 1000 Iraqi 
dinars,” Mr Saudi said. ■ 


Cairo’s dwindling green spaces 
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By John Lancaster 

La Times Wtishinglon Post 
News Service 

CAIRO—Once this was a city 
of gardens, of shady riverfront 
puthsrund landscape architects 
imported from France. A brass 
' band played every Friday at ihe 
wrought-iron handstand in 
Ezbekiya Garden. 

But like so many of Cairo's 
charms, the gardens have aJJ 
hut succumbed to the relentless 
pressures of population growth 
and urbanization. Even the 
kinks nf the Nile arc mostly 
-Off limits—claimed Tor luxury 
hotels, restaurants, clubs and 
other private uses. 

Lamented in newspaper arti¬ 
cles and other forums, the 
destruction of Cairo's green 
space has lately become some¬ 
thing of a political issue, win¬ 
ning even the 
attention of 
President 
\Hosni Muba¬ 
rak. who 
recently inter¬ 
vened u» save 
.tf" ‘ mango 

pww"- sJutcd 
for 

development. 

Such' outcomes arc rare, 
however. For those seeking 
relief from air pollution and 
crowds in this nerve-jangling 
city of 15 million, just finding 
n qurst spot to spread a picnic 
blanket can he an impossible 
tusk. Private clubs, the favored 


Won 

Report 


refuge of the rich, arc beyond 
the financial reach of most resi¬ 
dents: public parks typically 
charge a small admission and 
often are overran. 

The shortage is especially 
noticeable this time of year. 
Escaping stifling apartments in 
search of a cool evening 
breeze, residents gather" on 
bridges and traffic circles— 
even the grassy median on the 
busy airpon road, a site so pop¬ 
ular that it draws vendors of ica 
and cotton candy. 

So it was the other night, 
when Khalid Ali set up :i small 
metal barbecue at the base nf a 
palm tree on the median, seem¬ 
ingly oblivious to ihe roar of 
traffic and low-flying jets. 
"There are other places, hut 
you have lo pay money to get 
said AIL 30. a clerk at a 
government minis¬ 
try. as his wife and 
two small children 
frolicked nearby. 

Besides. he 
added, "it’s a large 
space, and the chil¬ 
dren arc able lo 
play with ease. ... 
The houses arc hoi 
so wc have to go 

out.” 

Westerners often arc amazed 
by such scenes. "It brings up 
the whole question ol what is 
the nature of crowding." said 
Barbara Ibrahim, regional 
director' of the Population 
Council and a longtime Cairo 


in 




Cairo: Once the city of luch gardens 


resident. “They just 
need a patch of grass, 
and the fact that cars 
arc whizzing by EG 
feci away doesn't 
seem to bother them, 
maybe because 
they've never known 
anything else." 

Situated in the fer¬ 
tile Nile Valley and 
bathed in year-round 
sunshine. Cairo is 
idea! for gardens, 
which have flourished 
here since pharaonic 
times. According to 
the semiofficial AI 
Ahram Weekly, many 
of Cairo's gardens, or 
what remains of 
them, arc a legacy of 
Khedive Ismail, a 
19th-century ruler 
who sought to Euro¬ 
peanize the capital 
by rc-crcatine the formal land¬ 
scapes of Paris's Bois dc Bou¬ 
logne. among other parks. 
Many such gardens were 
attached to palaces and barred 
lo the public. 

More recently, however. 
Cairo's green space acquired a 
populist tinge: Gamal Ahdel 
Nasser, the leader of the 1952 
rebellion that overthrew the 
monarchy, decreed that all citi¬ 
zens should have access lo the 
Nile, and he ordered the British 
Embassy to surrender its river 
lawn and marina, among other 
measures. 


But now the transformation 
of Cairo into one of Ihe world's 
most desperately overcrowded 
cities has all hut obliterated its 
inventory of green "space. Some 
was taken for housing, hospi¬ 
tals. schools and roads. In the 
view of many critics, however, 
much was also lost to rampant 
commercial development 'and 
greed. 

A recent study by the city's 
department of public works 
and water resources found that 
90 percent of the Nile river¬ 
front in Cairo has been taken 
over for commercial and pri¬ 


vate use. including exclusive 
clubs for military officers, 
police, judges and other gov¬ 
ernment officials. 

"It's preventing people from 
enjoying it." said Ahmed Fathi 
Khalili. 2h. as he and thou¬ 
sand** of other Cairenes jostled 
lor space one recent night on a 
newly built riverfront plaza, 
one nf the lew public access 
points on the Nile. Added 
Khalifi. a construction firm 
supervisor. "The Nile is some¬ 
thing that should he owned by 
every Egyptian. It is the artery 
of life.” ■ 


Jordan 
marks 50th 
Independence 
Day 

• On Saturday, 25 
May, Jordan celebrates 
its SOth anniversary of 
independence. On this 
occasion. The Star 
congratulates 
His Majesty King 
Hussein and the 
Jordanian people. It 
was on 25 May 1946 
that the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty was terminated 
paving the way for the 
establishment of the 
Kingdom of Jordan. 
(See inside pages for a 
full supplement on this 
occasion). 




fete 50 ans d*independance 

A URE p. 16 dans LE JOURDA1N 


Israeli Arab leader urges 
Palestinian vote for Peres 


By Ellen Yan 

LA Times Washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—For the first 
time, a prominent Israeli Arab 
leader Tuesday urged Palestin¬ 
ians to cast their ballots for 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
a sign of support from a crucial 
group of voters who have 
threatened to boycott the light 
election. 

On another front, the army, 
citing information from interro¬ 
gation of a captured Hamas 
activist, said it had captured 32 
suspected Palestinian militants 
in two days of raids. The leads 
came from Hassan Saiameh. 
accused of masterminding the 
suicide bombings that killed 59 
people this year. Soldiers shot 
him as he tried to flee a road¬ 
block Friday. 

But analysts questioned 
whether those arrests or the 
urgings of Ahmed Tibi, an 
Israeli Arab who is a top aide 
to Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. w/JJ radically change 
the course of the May 29 vot¬ 
ing. The narrow gap between 
Labor's Peres and Benjamin 
Netanyahu of the hardline 
Likud Party has remained 

Report on Iraq accuses Security 
Council of collective punishment 

By OroubA! Abed 

Special to The Star 
AMMAN—An independent 

fact-finding group of legal, pub¬ 
lic health, economic and medical 
experts studying the effect of the 
six-year-old UN sanctions 
regime on the Iraqi people-has 
strongly criticized the Security 
Council for maintaining a policy 
or collective punishment and 
called on it to explicitly recog¬ 
nize its human rights obligations 
to ihe Iraqi people. 

The group's findings, pub¬ 
lished this week, coincided with 
Iraq's landmark acceptance of a 
UN "oil-for-food" deal this 
week. A 34-page report of the 
mission that included doctors, 
lawyers, economists and public 
health experts, criticized the UN 
sanctions regime accusing it of 
violating the UN Charier and 
international law. "The case of 
Iraq illustrates why sanctions arc 
not always a humane alternative 
to war." the report says. "How 
can the international community 
and the Security Council view 
the deaths of so many children 
with indifference and inaction'’ 

How can the evil deeds of one 
man—even an entire govern¬ 
ment—be used to justify such an 
unprecedented violation of child 
rights?' the report asks. 

In a press conference held 
Tuesday in Amman by the repre- 



The report accused the ; Security Council of violating chil¬ 
dren’s right to life 


sentaiivc of the Center of Eco¬ 
nomic and Social Rights 
(CESR), an NGO based in New 
York, the findings and conclu¬ 
sions of the report emided “UN 
sanctioned Suffering: The 
human rights assessment of UN 
sanctions on Iraq" was mode 
public. 

Based to the documentation of 
a 34-member mission, which 
visited Iraq in April, the report 
indicated that high prices for 
basic commodities and declining 
real wages and high rates of 
unemployment have reduced a 


large number of people to 
penury. 

The report examines the sanc¬ 
tions and their effect on the 
humanitarian crisis in Iraq, espe¬ 
cially economic collapse, food 
security and health conditions. It 
also includes the findings ol' the 
CESR mission to Iraq and a legal 
assessment of the Un sanctions 
on Iraq. The multi-national mis¬ 
sion included experts from the 
United States. Japan. Spain. Jor¬ 
dan, Pakistan, Romania. Italy. 

Continued on page3 





Peres * success hangs on which way Arab vote will swing 


stable for weeks, they said, 
through the Israeli barrage 
against Hezbollah that killed 
102 civilians in Lebanon and 
through the border closings of 
the Israeli-occupied areas, they 
said. The bombardment and the 
closings prompted Israeli 
Arabs. Labor's allies months 
ago. to threaten an election 
boycott. 


'The endorsement of the 
Arab party is less important 
than how active they will he in 
getting the people out to the 
polls." said Gerald Steinberg, a 
senior researcher at the Bcein- 
Saddai Center for Strategic 
Studies in Tel Aviv. 

Continued on page2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 


and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 
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■ His Majesty King Hussein receives the Sir Winston 
Churchill Award for his outstanding contribution towards 
securing peace in the Middle East. TTie award was given by 
Lady Soames at a ceremony held in London's Guildhall on 
Monday. “I am most deeply moved and touched by the 
award, l received tonight, winch l shah always treasure, but, 
more than that, by the thoughtfulness of our friends in help¬ 
ing us deal with one of the most formidable challenges in 
our region—water and water research,*' the King said. The 
Winston Churchill award was instituted in 1987. 


make the telephone system 
even more efficient the TCC is 
moving into the seven digit 
system, which would mean tel¬ 
ephones galore* 


Not guilty, says Hon¬ 
orary Consul 

M “I am not guilty," the Hono¬ 
rary Council of Sri Lanka, Mr 
Tawfiq Abu Khajil. told the 
judges at the Amman's Crimi¬ 
nal Court this week. The con¬ 
sul is charged with allegedly 
selling babies and forgery of 
official documents. Two other 
defendants are also charged. 
The sitting was adjourned till 
Sunday 26 May. The defen¬ 
dant has been refused bail. 



to strict health regulations. 


Qadi wins north bed¬ 
ouin constituency 

■ The byelection for the North 
Bedoui 
n Con- 
stimenc 


1 st education sum¬ 
mit in December 

■ The 1996 World Assembly 
of Education, hosted by the 
Jordanian government and 
organized by the International 
Council on Education for 
Teaching (ICET). will con¬ 
vene nest December in 
Amman to discuss ‘Teacher 
Education and School 
Reform." 1CET, which as 
founded in Oxford England in_ 
1953. is an international NGO* 
of educational organizations, 
institutions and individuals 
dedicated to the improvement 
of teacher education and train¬ 
ing related to national 
development. 


Muslim blde-print 
for new era 

■ The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) has been active in send¬ 
ing memorandums to Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Al Kab- 
ariti. The 
latest 


memo 
called on 
the PM 
to be dili¬ 
gent and 
forthright 
Indeed 
the 


memo is 



somethin Al Kabanti 
g of a 

blue print for future action. 

The IAF calls on the govern¬ 
ment to introduce a new elec¬ 
toral law. in the forthcoming 
extraordinary parliamentary 
session, and abolish the cur¬ 
rent single vote system. The 
Islamists urge the government 
to free 3ll political prisoners 
and stop harassing those who 
are sympathetic to Hamas. 
The memo, which was pre¬ 
sented by the IAF General 
Secretary Dr Ishaq Al Farhan. 
urges the government to allow 
prisoners full access to law¬ 
yers and be allowed visiting 
rights as stated by Ihe prisons 

law. 

The issue of the Friday ser¬ 
mons was another bone of 
contention. The IAF wants all 
preachers who have been 
banned from delivering Friday 
sermons to be reinstated. 

In what could be seen as a dis¬ 
turbing mood by some, the 
party wants the government to 
cancel the licenses of night 


clubs and to close down new 
coffee bars. It wants stricter 
control of cinemas and video 
shops and not to give licences 
to new liquor shops. 

But the IAF also called on the 
government not to remove its 
subsidy on essential commodi¬ 
ties such as bread and to ree¬ 
valuate its decision to increase 
the prices of water and 
electricity. 

The party stressed that the 
government provides a work¬ 
ing program to deal with 
employment and poverty. 
Surprisingly, the normalization 
issue with Israel came second 
place this time. However, the 
Islamists called on the Prime 
Minister to bring pressure on 
the Americans not to .hand 
Hamas leader Musa Abu Mar- 
zouk. who is in a US jail, to 
Israel. 


y was 
won by 
Dr Trad 
Saud Al 
Qadi. 

He 


receive 
d 3862. 

The seat 
was left 
vacant 
by the 
sudden death 



Al Qadi 


of Nawaf Al 
Qadi. As the name suggest this 
is a tribal constituency and 
neither the nationalists or Isla¬ 
mists had a chance of winning. 


TCC moves ahead 

■ At last the Telecommunica¬ 
tion Corp. (TCC) is moving 
and doing something about the 
state of the telephone system 
in this country. No more frus¬ 
tration. no more waiting, no 
more constant redialling and 
bashing the telephone set in 
the process. About 440,000 
extra lines will be made availa¬ 
ble within the next three years, 
the TCC announced. The Tlaa’ 
Al Ali exchange will start 
functioning on 25 May to 
mark Jordan’s 50 years of 
independence. The exchange 
will operate 30.000 new lines. 
Amman itself will be receiving 
about 145,000 new numbers in 
the next three years. This is 
indeed wonderful news. But to 


Nasser on 
corruption 

■ We are on the corruption 
wagon, again this week. The 
Minister of Administrative 
Development. Dr Kamal Nas¬ 
ser. said that there must be a 
greater political will to fight 
corruption. And this is a mem¬ 
ber of the government talking! 
Speaking 3t the Writers Asso¬ 
ciation. he said the issue of 
corruption is not a local phe¬ 
nomena. but an international 
one. Corruption is very dan¬ 
gerous to society, he said. He 
described it as a crime against 
humanity and therefore it must 
be eradicated. 


Skeletons in the 
cupboard 

M A diplomat at the Iraqi 
Embassy in Amman, who was 
ordered to return to Baghdad, 
has disappeared in mysterious 
circumstances, according to 
the opposition Iraqi Broad¬ 
casting Corporation. Saad 
Abd Al Ridda was due to 
leave to Iraq in 25 March, but 
was never seen or heard of 
since. Al Ridda. who was 
head of public relations at the 
embassy, was last seen pack¬ 
ing his belongings. Another 
former diplomat at the 
embassy in Amman, who was 
head of Iraqi intelligence at 
the embassy, was also recalled 
to Baghdad but never got 
there either. Salem Abd Al 
Hussein Al Rubeai was also 
due to leave the same day 
with Al Ridda. 


JPA angry with . 
Minister of 
Information 

■ The Jordan Press Associa¬ 
tion (JPA.) is angry with Min¬ 
ister of Information Dr Mar- 
wan 


Muasher 
JPA 
officials 
say the 


Red meat for the 
chop 

■ About 17 tons of imported 
red meat were destroyed by 
the Amman slaughterhouse. 
The Bulgarian meat had no 
proper documentations. The 
merchant who imported the 
meat was ordered to produce a 
certificate of origin. But after 
10 days the meat was 
destroyed and quite right loo! 
With the threat of mad cow 
disease looming on the hori¬ 
zon. the authorities in Jordan 
have no choice but to adhere 


minister 
wants to 
reduce 
the 

power of 
the asso¬ 
ciation. 

A JPA 
statemen 
t said 



Japan Week in Amman 
promises to be a big hit 


■ The Japanese Cultural Week will be held 
between 8 till 29 June in Amman. It's actually 
a cultural bonanza since it goes on for three 
weeks. Prince Takamado. the fourth in line of 
succession to the Japanese throne will open 
the week. The Japanese Week is aimed at 
increasing Jordanian awareness of Japanese 
culture and life, said the Japanese Ambassador 
in Amman. Mr Takayaki Kimura. 

There will be many exciting activities, and 
exhibitions. On display is the traditional Japa¬ 
nese kimonos, dolls. lithographs, porcelain, 
calligraphy, and paper designs. There will be a 
four-day Japanese film festival. The movies 
are all subtitled in English. There will also be 
many seminars on Japanese-Jordanian rela¬ 
tions. These include the role of the private sec¬ 
tor in both countries, development of the tour¬ 
ism industry, and the prospects of economic 
cooperation between Japan and Jordan and the 
status of women in both countries. The event 
is seen as a great opportunity to promote the 
already excellent relations that exist between 
the two countries. One or the objectives of the 
Week is to bring Japanese businessmen and 
intellectuals to Amman, it includes 21 differ¬ 
ent activities and 39 artistic performances, one 
fashion show, a martial arts (judo) show, two 
children shows, six exhibitions and nine 
movies. JTV will broadcast a number of Japa¬ 
nese television programs. There will also be a 
flower arrangement exhibition at the Royal 
Cultural Center, and a famous Japanese play 
entitled Medea. This is to be staged at the 
South Theater in Jcrash. 

The Institute of Diplomacy in Amman and 
the Jordan-Japan Friendship Association are 
organizing the Japanese Week. A national 
committee chaired by the Director of the Insti¬ 
tute. Dr Mazen Al Armouti is organizing the 
event He said that the Japan Week follows the 



Kimura 


Jordan Week held in Japan and is aimed at 
strengthening Jordan-Japanese cooperation in 
all aspects. 

A one-day symposium is to be held on Jor- 
danian-Japanesc economic relations and 
development that include teams of experts 
from both countries. HRH Crown Prince Has¬ 
son. the Regent will lead the Jordanian team. 
Sherif Jamil Ben Nasser, the honorary chair¬ 
man of the National Committee of the Japa¬ 
nese Week, and president of the Jordan-Japan 
Friendship Association will conclude the 
symposium that is expected to issue declara¬ 
tion on Jordanian-Japanese relations. 


Al Muasher 


they were not fully consulted 
when the minister drew up a 
new draft law for the associa¬ 
tion. Further. Dr Muasher did 
not take into account the JPA 
recommendations. The state¬ 
ment argued that the minister 
failed to meet with the council 
of the association to discuss 
the draft law before sending it 
to the Legislative Bureau in 


the Prime Ministry where it is 
now waiting for final approval 
bv the Council of Ministers. 
Officials in the JPA expressed 
their dismay, saying that this 
has never happened in the his¬ 
tory of Jordan and that such 
actions go against the spirit of 
the government in dealing 
with the press and it is cer¬ 
tainly not in line with the con¬ 
cept of transparency. JPA offi¬ 
cials are demanding that the 
association's council be pre¬ 
sented with the draft law for 
discussion and approval. 

If Dr Muasher ignores this, 
then the association is ready to 
take all the necessary legisla¬ 
tive and legal measures availa¬ 
ble. presumably that means 
taking the minister to court. 


although the statement did not 
specify. Dr Muasher seems to 
be taking the accusations with 
a pinch of salt. 

In another development, the 
minister told Al Hadath 
weekly that a recent US 
Department of State report on 
human rights paints a rosy pic- 
‘ ture about human rights and 
public freedoms in Jordan. 


PNA stands 
accused 

■ The Arab Organization for 
Human Rights in Jordan 
seems to be expanding its 
scope of work this time to the 
PNA territories. It recently 
received complaints from Pal¬ 
estinians in the West Bank and 


Gaza accusing the PNA of 
illegal practices and violations 
of human rights. The organiza¬ 
tion issued several statements 
and sent letters to the PNA 
asking for an explanation but 
received no answers. The vio¬ 
lation was not limited to the 
average person as the PNA 
has detained Mr lyad Al Sarraj 
head of the independent Pales¬ 
tinian committee claiming that 
his activities in support of 
human rights do not comply 
with the strategies and policies 
of the PNA. The organization 
called for an immediate 
release of Sarraj and a full 
commitment to international 
laws and legislations. 


Israeli 
Arab leader 
urges Pales¬ 
tinian vote 
for Peres 
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Peres anxious to resolve strained 
relations with Jordan before elections 


Continued from page 1 


black-record. 

On the other hand, it was the 
Likud which first signed a peace 
treaty with an Arab state, relin¬ 
quishing all of Sinai, in 1979. A 
Likud-led government accepted 
the terms of the Madrid peace 
conference in 1991. 

"There are no differences in 
goals between Labor and Likud, 
the only difference is in political 
maneuver and the distribution of 


roles." said Dr Ghazi Rababa'a. 
professor of political science at 
the University of Jordan. "Both 
agree not to redeem Jerusalem to 
Arab sovereignty. At best, both 
will agree to internationalize East 
Jerusalem, white keeping the 
settlements." 

With regard to the final status 
negotiations between Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis, analysts believe 
there are no major differences 
between both Israeli parties. The 
Palestinians are demanding their 


own state in the West Bank and 
Gaza, with Jerusalem as its capi¬ 
tal. the right of return or com¬ 
pensation to ihe Palestinians in 
the diaspora and the removal of 
Israeli settlements. Both parties, 
maintain a firm rejection to the 
majority of these demands, par¬ 
ticularly the issues of Jerusalem 
and refugees. 

Concerning the Palestinian 
stale, there is an emerging trend 
inside the Labor Party which 
supports the creation of a Pales¬ 


tinian state in Gaza with a flag 
and a scat in the United Nations. 
Regarding the West Bank that 
trend believes there should be a 
trilateral rule; Palestinian, Jorda¬ 
nian and Israeli. Others even con¬ 
template a confederation or a fed¬ 
eration between Jordan and the 
Palestinians after the Palestinians 
build their state in the West Bonk 
and Gaza. 

Likud, on the other hand, 
believes in a limited seif-rule 
regime for the Palestinians. “The 
Labor minces words when it 
comes to the issue of settle¬ 
ments." Zcbri said. "It wants to 
distinguish between political and 
security settlements, but who is 
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Five Middle East nations create 
consortium to fight cancer 


By Jim Fuller 


WASHINGTON—The minis¬ 
ters of health from five Middle 
East nations have signed an 
unprecedented agreement to 
share expertise in the fight 
against cancer. 

At a May 20 ceremony in 
Geneva, the health ministers'of 
Cyprus. Egypt. Israel. Jordan 
and the Palestinian Authority 
signed an agreement creating 
the Middle East Cancer Con¬ 
sortium. an imcr-govcmmcntul 
organization aimed at increas¬ 
ing knowledge about cancer. 
The accord is one of the first 
regional agreements to be 
signed in the Middle East. 

The signing was witnessed 
by Donna Shalala. secretary of 
the US Department of Health 
and Human Services. Also 
attending was Dr Richard 
Klausncr. director of the 
National Cancer Institute, 
which played a key role in 
orchestrating the agreement. 

Shalala pointed out that 
every year nearly one million 
people die of lung cancer and 
more than 500.000 women lose 
their lives to breast and cervical 
cancers around the globe. 

The consortium’s main areas 
of focus will include cancer 


surveillance, information and 
education—much needed in a 
region where few countries 
maintain cancer registries, 
especially population-based 
ones, and cancer statistics are 
scarce. The consortium will 
also concentrate on training, 
basic research, enhancing pub¬ 
lic health and patient care, qual¬ 
ity control and international 
communications. 

The consortium will be 
funded by contributions from 
member parties and a annual 
contribution of $500,000 for 
five years. The funds will be 
aimed al helping universities 
and cancer centers in the Mid¬ 
dle East develop cancer regis¬ 
ters, cancer information, dis- 
. semination programs, training 
programs in cancer research, 
education and patient care. 

The consortium will be gov¬ 
erned by a ministerial steering 
committee, made up of the min¬ 
isters of health and responsible 
for overall policies, and a board 
of governors responsible for 
financial and managerial poli¬ 
cies. The board of governors 
will include representatives 
appointed by each of the parties 
and the United States. ■ 

USIA 


to say which is which?' 

Likud, on the other hand, fully 
supports the settlements policy 
and promises to end any freeze 
on building and to expand exist¬ 
ing ones. 

“If Likud wins, things will be 
more complicated at the begin¬ 
ning. No doubt that the Labor 
will be more flexible as it is 
already involved in the peace 
process." Mr Issa Mdanat, gen¬ 
eral secretary of the moderate 
leftist Democratic Unity Party 
(DUP). “In fact bah parties 
smooth their differences con¬ 
cerning their relations with the 
Arabs." 

However analysts say even if 
Likud wins the elections, it 
could not recant its obligations 
towards the peace process, but it 
will be more tough with Palestin¬ 
ian and Arab negotiators. 

“These elections are an Israeli 
affair. It is ironic that we should 
wait for Labor or others to solve 
our problems," said Mahmoud 
Remawi, a political analyst 
'The only importance of these 
elections is that they put Israeli 
intentions towards peace under 
examination.'' 

On negotiations with Syria 
and Lebanon, both Arab states 
want to sec a complete Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
land in both countries in accor¬ 
dance with UN resolutions. "In 
this issue, Likud may accept a 
partial withdrawal, while Labor 
is ready to withdraw from some 
land but not before a referen¬ 
dum,'’ Mdanat said. “In this case 
Labor extremism is no different 
from Likud's.” 

The Labor party coalition has 
a very narrow majority of 61 
scats in 120 Knesset, including 
five Arab seats. 

A University of Yarmouk poll 
on the Israeli elections and its 
effects on the peace process has 
found that 71 percent of those 
included in the poll favored a 
victory for the Labor party, 
while 15 percent favored a 
Likud victory. Fourteen percent 
said they were not concerned 
with the results of the elections. 
The poll included 1135 partici¬ 
pants. 69 percent of them have 
university degrees.! 


Continued from page 1 

Israelis believe the out¬ 
come will determine their 
nation’s approach to the 
Palestinians—either com¬ 
promising and . giving 

away land as Peres wants 
or adopting a tough stance 
as promised by Netan¬ 
yahu, who has sworn 
never to shake Arafat's 
hand. 

' Polls show Peres with a 
5 percent edge, and both 
candidates for prime min¬ 
ister have been .bunting 
for something that will 
move enough of the elec¬ 
torate to win. 

Tibi dropped oat of the 
parliamentary race after 
bis party, Arab Movement 
for Change, calculated 
that he wouldn’t get 
enough votes to win a 
seat in the Knesset. 

“I think our responsi¬ 
bility as Arabs in Israel 
and Palestinians oblige us 
to support the man who 
can continue the peace 
process with the PLO and 
equality for the Arab pop¬ 
ulation,” he said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

Other Arab leaders 
have withheld endorse¬ 
ment of Peres— 
Netanyahu isn't even con¬ 
sidered an option—and 
accuse his party of reneg¬ 
ing on past promises. 

The Arab Democratic 
Party, which has two 
members in the parlia¬ 
ment, decided during a 
top-level meeting Tues¬ 
day not to back Peres 
because it was unsatisfied 
with the “sweet talk" in 
recent discussions with 
Labor officials. The gov¬ 
ernment has refused to 
disburse money allocated 
to Arab villages in Israel 
and to return land seized 
from Muslims, they said, 
citing their two top 
priorities. 

Tf he doesn’t take us 
seriously before the elec¬ 
tion, we don’t feel he will 
take our demands seri¬ 
ously after the election," 
said spokesman 

Mohammed Darawshe. 
“Many of our mosques 
are being used today as 
pubs and museums for 
non-lslamic and even 
anti-lslamic needs and 
issues. It’s very 
humiliating." 

Darawshe said Labor 
officials told him that 
agreeing to Arab demands 
could damage Peres 
among Jewish voters. ■ 
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Experts say 
‘oil-for-food’ 
pact does not 
signal end of 
UN sanctions 
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Continued from page 1 


plexed about their country's 
true position towards Iraq. 
Since the Gulf War. Jordan 
was able to maintain "special" 
trading ties with Iraq in spire 
of the UN sanctions. Jordan 
imports all of its oil needs 
from Iraq. The private sector 
played a significant role in 
keeping trading relations 
between Jordan and Iraq 
alive," said Ad wan. 

Tayseer Abd Al Jaber. a 
former minister and an eco¬ 
nomic analyst, told The Star 
that there is a good chance for 
Jordanian commodities to be 
exported to Iraq. "Since Saudi 
Arabia's needs from Jordan in 
terms of commodities are not 
the same as those of Iraq, die 
private sector can work to fur¬ 
ther expand trading lies." he 
said. 

Although Iraq might dis¬ 
pense whh Jordan’s goods, 
shifting to Iran. Turkey. Syria 
and the Gulf, Anani does not 
think the "strained relation¬ 
ship" between Iraq and Jordan 
can lead to a political divorce. 

“I do not think that Iraqi al 
will be exported through Syria 
though there have been some 
trading activities between 
them through smuggling 
which might now be legal¬ 
ized," Anani argued He added 
that many countries which 
based their relations with Jor¬ 
dan on the Kingdom's stand 
towards Iraq will strive in th* 
future to improve their rela¬ 
tions with Iraq. ■ 
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Report on Iraq accuses 
Security Council of 
collective punishment 

Continued from page 1 

Germany and the United Kingdom. 

The report says that a period of speculation that started with 
the negotiations with the UN has left people insecure, increas¬ 
ing their plight. High inflation has rendered the Iraqi dinar 
worthless making living conditions even more difficult, the 
report adds. 

By December 1995. reads the report, one dollar brought ID 
3000. The prospect of an oil for food deal has brought the 
exchange rate to about ID 2200 to the dollar as of the week of 
May 13. the report says. 

Relatively the latest deal will ease the economic strain 
imposed on Iraq by allowing it to sell S4 billion worth of oil 
annually. “In figures, it (the deal] will provide Iraq with less 
than 20 percent of its humanitarian needs such as food, medi¬ 
cine and badly needed spare parts," explained Saad Hamid 
representative of the CESR in the Middle East. 

A 1995 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) report 
on Iraq estimated Iraq's annual food bill at 52.7 billion without 
adding the cost of vitally needed spare parts for water and sew¬ 
age system as well as supplies for hospitals and surgeries. 

But the food crisis for Iraq is not considered as grave as the 
lack of spare parts, especially for hospitals, a problem that has 
caused the death of many Iraqis. As a matter of fact, the food 
rationing system that the Iraqi government has instituted in 
September 1990 supplies the Iraqi citizen “with 1050-1J00 
calories per day," said Iraqi Minister of Health Medhat Bara- 
kat and was considered “highly effective in reaching the popu¬ 
lation," according to the FAO report. 

‘The government is prioritizing the humanitarian need for 
its people and has maintained the rationing system that pro¬ 
vided people with their needs." said Saad Hamid. “Without it 
Iraq could have faced famine.’' 

US ambassador to the UN, Made bine Albright, accused the 
Iraqi regime repeatedly of spending its scarce income on lux¬ 
ury items, weapons parts and on building palaces for Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. But while not defending the Iraqi regime, the 
report indicates that some of these accusations were unjusti¬ 
fied and wrong. 

The report estimates Iraq's needs of humanitarian assis¬ 
tance at no less than $8 billion distributed as follows: 

1. FAO and the General Secretary of the UN reports esti¬ 
mate the consumption of food in Iraq in 1991 at $2.7 bil¬ 
lion. If the population increase is to be token into considera¬ 
tion in addition to the general increase in prices today's 
estimates would jump to S3.2 billion . 

2. According to a WHO report in 1991 Iraq's consump¬ 
tion of pharmaceuticals was $360 million. With the deterio¬ 
rating health situation in Iraq today Lhe need for pharma¬ 
ceuticals will be around $700 million. 

3-The cost of medical equipment, including spare parts 
for ambulances, heating, and air conditioning in addition to 
sterilization material and syringes, cotton, is put at $350 
million. ' 

4. Maintenance of sensitive medical equipment is esti¬ 
mated to cost $600 million. 

5. Sewage and water treatment equipment, according to 
UNICEF reports will cost $450 million in addition to 
another $250 million for operational cost. 

' 6.Tbe minimum increase in doctors' salaries, which now 
stand at an average of $5 per month, to a normal salary is 
estimated at $700 million. 

- 7.Rebuilding the education system including repairing 
desks, windows, heating, supply of books and pencils will 
cost about $700 million. 

8.The cost of refurbishing special care centers for handi¬ 
capped. elderly, homeless children and displaced families 
will cost about $1.5 billion. 

The report says that it is significant that children have 
suffered disproportionally from the sanctions, although 
Security Council is bound to respect the right to life as stip¬ 
ulated by the UN Human Rights Committee. The deaths 
happening in Iraq, dpe (O the sanctions are considered an 


res. re -' 

niliauns.' 

Jarawshe L®* 

icials told him M 
eeineto Anbdem**. 

,ld " damage ftac ;" 

twig Jett ish voters* j' 


'xperts say? 

il-for-fooi 

ictdoes »«* 
7 tied entity 
V sarictw® 


right to life, the report says. * 

.For six years, the council has devoted considerable 
resources for commissions to monitor the implementation 
of the council's resolutions for weapon programs, establish¬ 
ing borders between Kuwait and Iraq, and for locating 
Kuwaiti prisoners of war but none was devoted to monitor 
-;the impact of the sanctions on basic human rights of the Ira¬ 
qis, the report says. The council has sought to avoid any 
legal responsibility for the crisis in Iraq by blaming the 
Saddam Hussein government . “It [Security Council] is 
imposing a collective punishment on a population for the 
political intransigence of its leader." reads the report 
In conclusion, the report calls on the Security Council to 
consider a number of recommendations and options includ¬ 
ing tire council's recognition of its human rights obligations 
- to the Iraqi people, provide food and medicine to needy 
population through UN agencies, modify Sanctions Com¬ 
mittee procedures for dual use items such as chlorine espe¬ 
cially for water treatment modify sanctions to target gov- 
-ernroent and the military industries, develop an incremental 
-.approach to the easing of the sanctions, articulate a legal 
standards for the application of the sanctions and establish 
clear requirements for compliance in each sanctions 
regime. ■ 


Lina Al Nabelsi 
a martyr for 
Palestine 


there ... 

ARE two 
hypes of 
people in 
the world, 

'one who 
lives for 

himself and 
the other 
who. Jives 
arid dies for 
a belief, and 
a .system of 
thought 

In the 

story of the 
Ralestinian 
Sniggle 
there are 
countless ’ 
number ‘ of 
people who 
died defend¬ 
ing the-holy 
land. 

.This 

week is the 20 anniversary of the death of Lina 
"tfabtilsi. She .died as a martyr defending Palestinian 
rights. She was only 17 years old girl who lived in 
Nablus, the Palestinian town that- is known as the 

“mountain of fire'*. 

On 16'May 1976, Lina led her comrades from the 
Mcondary school—Al Aishiyah—to protest against the 
Israeli occupation. She was targeted and shot at point 
blank'range. She instantly died as three bullets entered 
iter body. Lina's death shocked everybody. The furi¬ 
ous town of Nablus and ail other Palestinian cities and 
• villages saw the death of Lina and other martyrs as the 
beginnings of the Intifada. ■ 




• His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, met last week with visiting Foreign Minister of Singapore 
Mr Sen Jayakumar. Prince Hassan and Mr Jayakumar discussed ways to bolster and develop trade relations between 
the two countries. Prince Hassan stressed the need to study and benefit from the economic experiment of Singapore. 
The meeting was attended by Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti, cabinet ministers and Central Bank Governor. 
During the meeting Jordan discussed the possibility of making use of Singapore’s experience in ports management and 
transferring that experience to the port of Aqaba. The visiting official visited Aqaba port later on and was briefed on 
the commercial role the port plays in Jordan’s economic life. 


Dr Nafe’Al Hassan, an expert in international law 

‘If the world fails to solve the 
Palestinian refugee problem, 
peace will be elusive’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr Nafe’ 
Al Hassan is an expert in 
international law concerning 
refugees and human rights. 
Head of the PLO planning 
department he was also a for¬ 
mer United Nations official 
and responsible for the imple- 
- mentation of the UN protec¬ 
tion law of refugees in Iraq 
and Central Asia. At one time 
he headed the Palestinian sec¬ 
tion in the Arab League. He 
talked to The Star's Raed Al 
Abed about the status of Pal¬ 
estinian refugees. Excerpts 
follow: 

How do you see the future of 
the Palestinian refugees after 
the PNC decision to repeal 
clauses in the Palestinian 
National Charter and - the 
beginning of the final stage 
negotiations with Israel? 

Palestinian refugees are right 
to feel anxious after the PNC 
decision because the charter 
underlined their rights because 
in the Final analysis, the refu¬ 
gees were the ones behind the 
charter. The PLO itself was 
created in the diaspora. So the 
repeal was perceived as an aban¬ 
donment of Palestinian rights at 
a time when Israel is offering 
nothing in return. U is true that 
the Madrid peace conference 
was based on UN resolutions 
242 and 338. which underlined 
the need to solve the refugees' 
problem. Bui these principles 
arc vanishing step by step 
because Israel imposes its own 
agenda. In this sense. Israel is 
uying to destroy the principles 
of the peace process. 

Israel is refusing to recognize 
the right of refugees to return in 
accordance with resolution 194. 
There is also the problem of 
Israeli settlements which is also 
related to the refugees' problem. 
The settlements are eating up 
the land that Palestinians are 
supposed to return to. 

Unless there are equal deals, 
Palestinians should not revoke 
any article in the charter. Ameri¬ 
can and Israeli demands will 
never stop. The charter was the 
strongest paper in Palestinian 
hands but now after relinquish¬ 
ing the basic rights. Palestinians 
stand naked. 

Bui amending the charter 
was part or the Palestinian- 
IsraeLi agreement... 

Yes. it is part of the agree¬ 
ment. but this so-called amend¬ 
ment is harmful to Palestinian 
rights. On the other side, Israel 
did not adhere to the agreement 
why should the Palestinians 
adhere? 

Some say that the global 
imbalance and Arab weakness 
do not favor the Palestinian 
position in the final status 
negotiations. Do you agree? 

Even if we lack international 
backing that would guarantee 
the restoration of Palestinian 
rights, we should not surrender. 
Palestinians know it is impossi¬ 
ble to regain every inch of Pal¬ 
estine from the river lo the sea, 
but at feast they want to guaran¬ 
tee their sovereignty and inde¬ 
pendence on territories that 
were occupied in 1967 war. 

It is important to grasp these 
national rights while keeping an 
eye on new developments in the 
region and at the international 
level. The world is changing 
and we should be ready to make 
gains whenever possible. 

How do you see the solution 
to the problem of the Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip? 


Al Hassan 


The issue of scitle- 
mcnis is a major obsta¬ 
cle to the refugee prob¬ 
lem. The settlements in 
the West Bank arc not 
barracks or removable 
houses. They arc indus¬ 
trial and productive cit¬ 
ies which arc home to 
the best Israeli experts. 

They also include the 
biggest industrial com¬ 
plexes in the Middle 
EasL Who will remove 
these settlements? 

But how does inter- v 
national law treat the 
issue of Palestinian 
refugees? BBtx 

The international 
law is on the side of . s z 
Palestinian ' refugees. Aim 
UN resolution 194, arti- ' ' 
cle 11 of the resolution, 
dearly states the right of refu¬ 
gees to return or be compen¬ 
sated. The Israeli recognition of 
this resolution was a basic con¬ 
dition for its admission as a 
member of the United Nations. 
The resolution was confirmed 
by the UN Security Council. 
Israel had not opposed this reso¬ 
lution until it was accepted as a 
member in the UN. 

The United Suites presented 
several proposals to strike out 
our refugees right to return. It 
presented the Johnson proposal 
in the J950s. Later it created 
UNRWA to settle Palestinians 
in their host countries. But 
UNRWA has failed in this 
assignment. 

In 1951. there was a setback 
regarding international obliga¬ 
tions towards Palestinian refu¬ 
gees when the International 
Refugees Convention was rati¬ 
fied in 1951. It excluded Pales¬ 
tinian refugees from interna¬ 
tional protection, claiming that 
the Palestinians are taking 
humanitarian aid from 
UNRWA which is a UN institu¬ 
tion. This was a big mislead. 

But don’t you think 
UNRWA is authorized to play 
a protection role? 

The authorization that was 
given to UNRWA did not 
include international protection 
of refugees. At a time when all 
refugees around the world are 




under the protection of the 
International Protection Con¬ 
vention and the charter of the 
Higher Commission of Refu¬ 
gees of 1950. Palestinians are 
left without that cover. 

The international protection 
articles stressed on the return of 
refugees to their homeland, or 
to be settled in the host country 
if they do not wish to return, or 
to find another host country. 

This is called Lhe durable 
solution for refugees. Till this 
solution is made, refugees 
Should be under international 
protection. 

This protection provides 
assistance to refugees, like pro¬ 
tecting them from persecution, 
providing them with legal assis¬ 
tance. supplying them with 
travel documents, in addition to 
humanitarian aid. 

UNRWA's mandate does not 
include that: it is only providing 
humanitarian aid. However this 
service is under threat from 
time to time, especially by 
donor countries who finance the 
agency. 

Why do you think Palestin¬ 
ian refugees were excluded 
from the International Protec¬ 
tion Convention? 

I think for political reasons 
which concern the ruling super 
powers. I think it was made this 


way to facilitate Israel's control 
of all or Palestine. 

There are about four mil¬ 
lion Palestinian refugees liv¬ 
ing out side Palestine. Is it 
possible to accommodate 
them all within an area of 
27,000 kilometers, where 6.5 
million Palestinians and Israe¬ 
lis are already living? 

Yes it is possible. There are 
wide areas in Palestine which 
could be utilized, like the 
Negev and the Galilee. There 
are large lands which Israel 
does not exploit These lands 
are saved to serve Israeli plans 
by the year 2020, when the Jew¬ 
ish population will increase 
tolO million. 

The other factor which could 
help in solving this problem is 
economic cooperation in the 
region and the open borders in 
the area. 

What kind of economic 
cooperation do you envision? 

Between Jordan, the Palestin¬ 
ian National Authority and 
Israel, but not before the imple¬ 
mentation of the right to return 
or [freewill] compensation for 
refugees by Israel. And not 
before a comprehensive peace. 

As a Palestinian refugee. If 
you return to Palestine, do 
you accept to hold an Israeli 
passport? 

The most important thing is 
to be on my homeland. The 
identity issue will be solved 
later. It is impossible to solve 
all of our problems together. 
Now the most important is our 
return to our lands. 

What if Israel continues to 
ignore Palestinians’ right to 
return? 

If the world fails to solve the 
Palestinian refugees problem, 
peace will be elusive. Refugees 
will not forget their rights. As I 
said they created the Palestinian 
national* movement and the 
PLO. and they are those who 
practiced resistance against 
Israel for the past decades. They 
will continue their struggle for 
their rights from generation to 
generation till Lheir voice is ; 
heard. ■ 1 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
—and 

The American Center 

i in cooperation with 

* • Philadelphia Hotel 

•. I DAVID SANCHEZ JAZZ QUINTET 

I (piano, bass, drums and saxophone) 

f A Jazz Evening of Sketches of Dreams 

Tuesday. 28 May 1996 - 8:00 p.m. 
Philadelphia Hotel - Philadelphia Hall 


Ticket price: JD 7 


Tickers available an 
* American Center, tel 620101 

- Freddy for Music, cel 692696 

- Ptabdelpiib Hotel tel 607100 

- National Musk Conservatory, tel. 687620 

A workshop on jazz music supervised by the Quartet 
will be held at the National Music Conservatory on 
Tuesday. 28 May 1996 at 12:00 p.m. 


Pettetreau reiterates 
US commitment to 
support Jordan 

PROMOTING COMPREHENSIVE peace requires the 
United States to stand beside Arab states as well as Israel as 
they take risks for peace, Robert Pelietreau, Assistant Secre¬ 
tary of State for Near Eastern Affairs, said last week. 

"President Clinton committed lhe United States to. support 
Jordan when King Hussein defied the predictions of many 
observers and took bold steps toward peace without waiting 
for others in the region.” he told participants in the CENT- 
COM Annual Southwest Asia Symposium in Tampa 
Florida. 

“We worked quietly with Israel and Jordan for more than 
a year leading up to the signing of their peace treaty in 1994 
to identify potential areas of economic cooperation, many of 
which are now being pursued.” Pelietreau said. :And with 
the support of Congress, we have relieved Jordan of its bilat¬ 
eral debt to the US and undertaken to help Jordan meet its 
legitimate 
defense 
requirements 
through the 
provision of 
a squadron 
of F-16s.” 

Pelietreau 
added that 
the US is 
seeing evi¬ 
dence of the 
goodwill and 
cooperation 
engendered 
by Jordan's 
decision for 
peace. “Jor¬ 
dan and 
Israel are 
moving 
toward a 
warm peace 
on many lev¬ 
els,” he said- He added that “Israeli and Jordanian military 
officers have hosted one another. They have flown a joint 
humanitarian aid mission to Bosnia and have worked 
together to defuse landmines along their common border. 
For our part, we applaud King Hussein's clear moves away 
from the dictatorial regime in Baghdad and to rebuild Jor¬ 
dan’s traditional relations with the GCC. Jordan's vigorous 
enforcement of UN sanctions, and its decision to host the 
temporary deployment of the Airpower Expeditionary Force. 
This force is providing additional land-based air forces to 
augment regional deterrence while affording Jordan and the 
US Air Force increased joint training.” 

Pelietreau said that securing a just. lasting and comprehen¬ 
sive peace between Israel and its neighbors remains a corner¬ 
stone of US foreign policy. 

“We see the economic underpinnings of peace agreements 
as vital to their success,” Pelietreau continued. “In addition 
to our bilateral efforts, we have put a lot of energy into the 
economic summit process, which will convene for the third 
time this coming Fall in Cairo. The two previous regional 
economic summits in Casablanca and Amman were instru¬ 
mental in galvanizing regional economic cooperation and 
showcasing new commercial opportunities opened up by the 
peace process.” 

Pelietreau concluded that the United States' ability to meet 
the “daunting challenges” it faces in the Middle East region 
“depends in large measure on how well our warriors and dip¬ 
lomats work together. When we cooperate, we are a power¬ 
ful force for stability and peace. If we do not. we are all the 
losers.” ■ 
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It is Springtime Now! 











Cyprus is an island of four seasons, and a year-round 
healthy climate- It is now the Spring season with flowers and 
green landscapes everywhere you go. 

Luxury hotels, night-life and food for every taste. 

Cyprus is visited by over two million Arab, Asian and 
European tourists every year. It also won the award of The 
World's Safest Country with Best Touristic Services”. 
We are very near to you, with oar friendly and hospitable 
people, so many of whom speak Arabic English and French. 

For more information, see vour Travel Agent or write to US for 
coloured brochures: 



CYPKUf^I RWAYS 


Tel: 33771?, Fax: 331&M 
P.O.Box 4535 
1390 Lefkoaia (Nicosia), Cyprus. 
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"Please get in (ine~ please get in line... please_" 


Our Say. . . . 


An Arab stand on Iraq 

THIS WEEK’S acceptance by Iraq of an “oil-for-food" offer is the first positive de¬ 
velopment in relations between Iraq and the UN since the Security Council imposed 
an unprecedented sanctions regime against Baghdad. 

While the deal will allow Iraq to sell $2 billion worth of oil every six months in or¬ 
der to pay for humanitarian needs such as food and medicine, we should not consider 
the plight of the Iraqi people as a closed matter. Independent studies and reports, in¬ 
cluding those of UN agencies, confirm that Iraq's economic and social conditions 
have deteriorated to a .dire stare. With only 60 percent of the oil revenues available 
for food and medicine purchases, meeting the needs of the Iraqi people is still be¬ 
yond reach for the Iraqi government. In addition, the Security Council has put too 
many conditions on the Iraqi government that the credibility and durability of the 
agreement will remain in doubt for some time. 

The Security Council must recognize that its responsibility in Iraq goes beyond 
guaranteeing the dismantling of weapons of mass destruction and paying the bill of 
UN monitors there. The fact that the sanctions are the main cause of starvation, mal¬ 
nutrition and a general deterioration in public health standards in Iraq today puts the 
Security Council before moral and legal dilemmas. It now stands responsible for 
maintaining a policy of collective punishment against the population of Iraq which 
has resulted in thousands of deaths, especially among children, and the unending suf¬ 
fering for the whole population. 

It is now clear that interim arrangements, such as the latest deal, will not end such 
suffering. The Security Council, as a body, must muster the moral strength to seri¬ 
ously review the consequences of the six-year-old sanctions on the Iraqi population 
who cannot be punished for the political blunders of their government. 

Moreover, the Security Council must take into consideration the numerous positive 
signs that the Baghdad government has presented throughout the period following 
the Gulf War in meeting the requirements of the UN resolutions. It is inconceivable 
that the severity of the sanctions should remain the same when the price of maintain¬ 
ing it. in human terms, is so outrageous and when the final goal of the UN and its or¬ 
gans should be to rehabilitate Iraq into joining the world community. 

" This is why the Arab world has a special responsibility to bring fresh pressure on 
the United States and Britain, the only two countries opposed to any easing up in the 
sanctions, and the rest of the Security Council members. But the irony is that even 
the Arabs are still divided over what to do with Iraq and the regime of Saddam Huss¬ 
ein. The moral obligation is not exclusive to the UN and the Security Council only, 
but rests with the Arab and Muslim worlds as well. 

Jordan, Egypt and the Palestine National Authority, whose leaders met in Cairo re¬ 
cently to announce that they are behind efforts to revive pan-Arab coordination on 
national issues, bear special responsibility at this sensitive stage. Taking a firm stand 
on Iraq could usher the regaining of conscience to the Arab order. That’s why the tri¬ 
partite Amman meeting must adopt that stand. ■ 
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at an Israeli checkpoint when he refused to stop , but he ran away and was later cap¬ 
tured at Alia Hospital in Hebron. He was later moved to an Israeli hospital under 
heavy security. 
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Dole’s Senate retirement 
causes a stir in US politics 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US correspondent 

WHOA! PERHAPS that 
should more appropriately be 
expressed. “Stop the presses!" 
for that indeed is what hap¬ 
pened. When former US Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader and GOP 
Presidential Wannabe Bob 
Dole announced morning. IS 
May, he was resigning from 
the senate, the world stopped. 
For 30 seconds. Shades of 
Ross Perot withdrawing from 
the 1991 elections when the 
going got rough. Naturally 
there is a difference. Perot to¬ 
tally withdrew from the race. 

Dole resigned from the law¬ 
making body of which he had 
been a member—a leader—for 
35 years to devote himself full 
time to his campaign for the 
presidency. Most pundits be¬ 
lieve this was clever. 

Clever politically, yes. But 
what does it say about his 
number one commitment, that 
of carrying out his duties as 
Majority Leader of the Senate? 
For some lime now Dole has 
been in the primary position in 
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the senate that was supposed 
to make all the wonderful 
changes that would turn life 
around in America. His coun¬ 
terpart in the House, former- 
wondcr-boy-turned-liability 
Newt Gingrich had been the 
primary person responsible 
for bringing in a fresh load of 
rebels, naive to the ways of 
legislative machinations. 
Sometimes naivete is refresh¬ 
ing for often one so described 
does not understand the mean¬ 
ing of the word “no," often re¬ 
sulting in great things being 
accomplished. 

Unfortunately, in politics, 
no mutter the intention, there 
is always impenetrable experi¬ 
ence and money behind the 
old guard and. except in rare 
cases, nothing of significance 
can be achieved without com¬ 
promise. Former President 
Carter learned this the hard 
way. Now so has the “Fresh¬ 
men Class" of Republicans in 
the US House. Although Gin¬ 
grich was their mentor and re¬ 
mains their leader, neverthe¬ 
less, the Senate wields more 
prestige, and with fewer votes 


remains more powerful. Bob 
Dole had watched the promis¬ 
ing Republican era of the early 
1990s turn into a fiasco of in¬ 
fighting, refusal to compro¬ 
mise. and otherwise a display 
of such disarray that nearly all 
major polls now show the 
present Congress to be one of 
the most unpopular ever. 

This, coupled with his own 
most recent actions, has placed 
Clinton so high in (he cat-bird 
seat that he has appeared to be 
untouchable. Dole had to do 
something if he had a prayer 
of becoming President. 

Politically, perhaps he did 
the one thing that could give 
him a chance of turning his 
lifelong dream of becoming 
the nation's chief executive 
into reality. But do the ends, if 
achieved, justify the means? 
Couldn't Dole have been more 
helpful to our nation, even 
more heroic, had he remained 
in his position and come forth 
with leadership that could 
have reined in the mavericks, 
with the help of Gingrich 
pulled his troops together and 
presented a force far positive 


action? 
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Much 
like a family, 
there may be nu¬ 
merous squab¬ 
bles, but when 
faced by the 
"enemy with¬ 
out," members 
fall in behind 
their leader for 
the good of the 
whole, the entire 
blood-is-thicker- 
than-water rou¬ 
tine. 

Yet Dole was 
unable to do 
this. Rather than 
uniting his forc¬ 
es and present¬ 
ing at least a 
quasi-strong 
front to fight for 
Lhc “Republican 
ideals.” he felt it 
was politically 
expedient to dis¬ 


associate himself from the in¬ 
creasingly unpopular body and 
charge Full speed into the pres¬ 
idential race. Virtually all 
agree this will help his chanc¬ 
es. but what does it say of his 
dedication to the job he was 
elected to do? It says he quit. 
He removed himself from the 
kitchen when the fire was too 
hoL indeed, he abandoned his 

duties. 

it would be different if one 
and all could point to Dole 
and declare he had accom¬ 
plished his goals as the Senate 
Majority Leader he had im¬ 
plemented the "Republican 
Revolution.” for better or 
worse. Then he could resign 
with a “I achieved this goal 
now I shall head for my oth¬ 
er.” But he did noi do this. He 
was unable even to come to 
terms with his Lower House 
counterpart. He cut and ran. 

I have come to rather like 
Bob Dofe as a man. Most cer¬ 
tainly he has mellowed (if not. 
he is a fine actor, but ] suspect 
it has more to do with the in¬ 
fluence of his extraordinary 
wife, Elizabeth), and one al¬ 
ways must respect what he did 
for his country during World 
War II. Bui his action of 15 
May shows his true colors un¬ 
derneath whatever mellowing 
and experienced leadership he 
has attained. Being a politi¬ 
cian is his be-all and end-all. 
His desire to become Presi¬ 
dent of the United States out¬ 
weighs his desire to lead his 
former colleagues to accom¬ 
plish goals that well might 
have been done had he re¬ 
mained in his position; now 
that would have gleaned votes. 

Should he be successful in 
being elected President—and 
that is a most distant 
“should”—will it be to lead 
the nation or will it be to ful¬ 
fill a personal desire to be the 
most powerful man in the 
world? ■ 


Carl Sagan 

Mr science puts us all on notice 


By Bettijane Levine 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

What is a star? If you can’t an¬ 
swer that one, try, why is the 
sky blue? If nothing comes to 
mind, then you're like 95 per¬ 
cent of Americans. Carl Sagan 
says. You have no replies to the 
simplest science questions your 
children ask. And you won't try 
to help them find any. 

Such lack of interest on the 
part of so many, the eminent 
scientist says, could signal the 
beginning of the end for our 
country. Or perhaps even our 
plancL 

But not to worry. Sagan may 
be one nf the world's most opti¬ 
mistic individuals, n man who 
has spent his life exploring 
mysteries of the universe, who 
Knows that even “the slightest 
alteration of course” may avert 
a catastrophe. 

The course change he pro¬ 
poses in his new hook. The De- 
mon-Huunled World t Random 
House), could he fun for those 
who don't know that, in Sa¬ 
gan's words. “The stars are 
suns, very far away." 

Knowing the right answers is 
not essential la science. Sagan 
explains. The crucial element is 
respect for the questions. 

Sagan's honk, his 22nd. is a 
rumination on America’s false 
perception that science is a sub¬ 
ject too difficult for ordinary 
people to understand. 

And it is an indictmcnr of die 
pseudo-science we have em¬ 
braced instead. From crop cir¬ 
cles and alien abduc¬ 
tions to astrologers. 
chonnclers and psy- j 

chics, the astronomer/ 
hiologisi/physicisi says 
wc support whole in- 
dus tries based on 
crackpot notions that £• 
pretend m he science. - 

Have you seen the $ 
giant eggplant that 
looks exactly like | 
Richard Nixon? ’ 

Sagan has. and | 
points out that thou- 1 
sands of people would ? 
probably he willing to if 
believe that some £ 
Force From Beyond | 
was trying to tell us | 
something by creating ! 
the ski-nosed purple 
veggie. 

"Wc believe just I 

about anything dial ca- 1 

lers to our longing for 1 

superhuman pcr..c«.i” r 

he sayx f 

The astronomy pro¬ 
fessor and Pulitzer | 

Prize-winning author J I 

says the consequence 1 

of not teaming the sci- ' I 

ailific* method—which | * 

includes healthy skepli- I_ 


cism that leads to tough, perti¬ 
nent questions and a demand 
for evidence before we commit 
to belief—leads us “into seri¬ 
ous danger” as a nation and 
mokes us gullible for “the next 
political or religious charlatans 
who saunter along.” 

Things have obviously slid 
downhill since 1980, when Sa¬ 
gan told The New York Tunes, 
“The public is a lot brighter and 
more interested in science than 
they’re given credit for." 

What has happened in the in¬ 
terim? 

“Wc have become a nation 
of scientific illiterates.'' Sagan. 
61. complains in a phone con¬ 
versation from Seattle (USA), 
where he is being treated for 
what he calls “a setback" in his 
fight against myelodysplasia, a 
rare bone marrow disease that 
left him with a “grave deficien¬ 
cy of red cells, white cells and 
platelets—all of which one 
needs to stay alive." 

Luckily, his only sibling, a 
sister, was a perfect match and 
Sagan had a bone marrow 
transplant about it year ago. 

He is too weak to travel on 
the usual book promotion tour. 
He sounds almost too weak to 
talk. But the world-famous Sa¬ 
gan style—a blend of erudition, 
irony and wonder—is still evi¬ 
dent over the phone. 

His book, an overview of 
pseudo-science versus real sci¬ 
ence through the ages, argues 
lhai real science is far more fas¬ 
cinating. scary and hopeful 
than anything the most far¬ 
fetched con artist nr fiction 


writer might conjure. 

Sagan says, for example, 
that the odds seem to be 
“roughly one chance in a thou¬ 
sand" that in the next century 
Earth will be destroyed by an 
asteroid. It was just such an ac¬ 
cident, millions of years ago. 
that killed the dinosaurs and 75 
percent of all species on Earth, 
he reminds his caller. 

IF just a piece of the asteroid, 
about one mile across, hits 
Earth, it "would put in peril the 
global civilization,” Sagan 
says. 

Should we be concerned? 

Of course, he says. There is 
much wc can do to predict the 
disaster by studying all objects 
in the vicinity of Earth that can 
do us damage. And then by 
taking steps to deflect that ob¬ 
ject. or to make alternative ar¬ 
rangements for life elsewhere. 
That work should be going on 
now. 

But, as Sagan acerbically 
notes, wc arc living in such an 
ami-science era “that the Re¬ 
publican government just elim¬ 
inated its own office of tech¬ 
nology assessment, the office 
that gives bipartisan advice on 
crucial issues of science that 
legislators must know about in 
order to make important deci¬ 
sions. The (government) decid¬ 
ed, in essence, that it doesn't 
need to know about science 
and technology in order to 
make decisions about it." 

The asteroid scenario is the 
most frightening of dozens of 
consequences the author pre¬ 
dicts might occur if wc don’t 


pursue science as individuals 
and as nations. 

There is global thermonucle¬ 
ar wan “When we understand 
the consequences of nuclear 
war. we are much more re¬ 
strained in our willingness to 
consider it.".Sagan says. “It is 
by no means clear that the lead¬ 
ers of nuclear armed states 
have a keen appreciation of the 
realities of nuclear war." 

Global warming: The planet 
is in peril if “we foolishly con¬ 
tinue to bum coal, oil and natu¬ 
ral gas, and do other things that 
warm the Earth. We ought to 
use fossil fuels much more effi¬ 
ciently. Eighty miles to the gal¬ 
lon in cars, for example, rather 
than 20 mpg. And we should 
vigorously pursue alternatives 
to the burning of fossil fuels." 

In general. Sagan says, if our 
nation docs not appreciate the 
potential of science for good 
and for evil, we may lose our 
supremacy “in the usual Dar¬ 
winian natural selection of na¬ 
tions, to those who do." 

"My life experience has 
shown that almost every child 
is a scientist in first grade,” Sa¬ 
gan says. “Kids arc tailor-made 
for science. They ask tough 
questions, have insatiable curi¬ 
osity and an intact sense of 
wonder. But ail of that is gone 
by 12th grade. Something aw¬ 
ful has happened. They’ve de¬ 
cided science is not for them." 
What happens, he says, is that 
parents are embarrassed to say 
“I don’t know,” so they subtly 
make fun of question ■ 
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VARIOUS QUARTERS, C.* 

locally, and regionally ■ ^ ,.j| 

have widely expressed ■**' 

their opposition and fears * 

towards the emerging 
cooperation between Tur- ^ 

key and Israel, rein/orciag ? 

the notion that both have 
more in common and ob- ^Ad¬ 
jectives to defend, than jv u 

the rest of the regional no 

countries. - 1 ".. , 

So instead of identify- 
ing areas of threat and y*^\ 
root causes of violence : 

and instability, we tend to 
attack our own interests in 
the name of Arabism, 
though Arabism is the \ • 

biggest loser of our total * 

disregard of those issues 
that threaten our region. , 

Economic depravation, 1 

water and food security, - !■■’ ", 
are not factors that threat- . ^ - 
en Israel alone. ,'^t J 1 -’ 1 

Countries which host ? 

and support terrorists are ■•••: 

not a danger to only Tur- *<■*; 
key and Israel, but also to 
all of us who remain on- •' : ' v 
der the threats of terror¬ 
ism. The factors of insta- I <’ s 
■ bilily that can be -;rd - n: 

considered as the the root *; 

causes of violence in our * 

region, cannot be taken in % : 
isolation of the countries 
that promote them. 

However, we cannot 
deny the fact that allow- 
ances have been granted atW ■ 

to certain countries in the .erf" ^ 

name of political expe- iu : 7 

diency, therefore, this atti- 
uidc which is promoted at , M - ;[<: 
times by the world pow-. 
ers. Ls the main reason be-' ' f 
hind the fact that countries 
in our world are tripping 1 \ 

over each other, to reach Zi '* 1 - ■ 
bilateral agreements to £ ' - 

safeguard and guarantee r-- 
their mutual interests. 

Jordan often advocated |., 
a policy of comprehensive „ 

peace. A regional ap- J \ 
proach to solving the out- 
standing problems be- 
tween neighbors in our 
region is of paramount ira- - ® 
portancte arid to have our .^oiZi.l r L - 
regional approach operat- ^arenufi-. 
ing in an inclusive, rather 
than an exclusive manner. ^ 

There are mavericks in ' 

our world who are only 
interested in being includ- 3011 * 17 
ed in the regional plans to ^ n-o 
serve their own narrow in- =zb 
terests and promote their -an!a*., 
obstructive policies. Mr. 

Inter-regional politics 
in the context of the Mid-. r.- 
die East is still being ' 

viewed internationally as Iji 

a zero sum game, in :1 MifinicU'; 
which one neighbor, or a . cu> u 
group of neighbors tend to ^ JD if n 
loose out when others "si , n d ( 
gain an advantage. So 
long as our attitude con- ^ * 

forms to, and justifies this ^ ^ '■ 
understanding, wc can 
only expect an Interna- '‘‘‘Naurji 
tional outlook that is 
based on this assumption. 

In reality there will al- . 

ways be losers as well as Fofgjg 
winners depending on the Fy l * 
swing of the international ”Cllan 
pendulum. It is in our in- 
(crest to transform the ^ 

zero sum approach into an TJ®* 
understanding of equal S 
sum behavior, for the 11 
problems of the counliy . ^ 
are perhaps the same as l 4 7f 
those of its neighbors. 

The most recent exam- ^ 
pie of the escalation of the i, 
war of words between- s*. 

Syria and Turkey over the * 
water issue on the one, S 
hand, and PKK terrorism 2 
on the other, is applicable ’-ton 
to all of us who are poien- ^ 
daily under the threat of Q 4 ji 9 
terrorism, as well as water j 
shortage. So if the isSue is 
left on a bilateral level it 
is more likely to flare up 
into an armed conflict 
rather than finding an ac¬ 
ceptable solution to both 
countries. 

A regional norm of be¬ 
havior compatible with W 
the advent of the 21st cen- 
tury is still lacking in our 
hearts and minds. What . > 

makes matters worse, is. 
the fact that this norm is 
neither hypothetical, nor 
only a moral issue. Il is 
rather a practical code 
based on the absolute nc- - 
ce&sicy of our interdepeft-.. 
dence. and the recognition 
of the same threats that 
are chasing us, wilh oj ■ 

eye on the promoters of 1 

instability. jV ' 

If (his does not happen. } 
il means we hardly tecog-d 
nize our freedom and thc^^ - 
independence of ©or dec*-.. ^ • 
sion. ■ • S 
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Business 
scene 


terr oriL 

fymf] ■ The Jordan-Kuwaiti. Co 

na Se ciirk For Agricultural and Food 

^ Products is to decrease its 

ARIOUS Q| | 1 paid up capital to JD 2.4 

,caU y. and f million. This'follows com- 

3V . e widely pany losses of 576,000 in 

e >r op p( , Mlifin 1985. The company staned 

•wards Uj c ^ fej out with a capital of JD 3 

^operation million. 

j y3ndi sra£l ;*jT t 

iore°in Qri I *' ai * y Nlu' * Free-trade zones in the 

ictives *i ,rni !’ 0n and? - c™ 011 * yielded JD 4.7 

!e res[ . '•Mend. « million in. 1995. that is a 

junincs ' lhc Te ?J 12% increase over 1994 >- 

So jnsit-aj Records show that 13 new 

ig areas (,[ °l lde °a investors from business 

3 °t cau-jes' „f t and industry, in addition to 

ad 'nsiahiHiv 88 investors in the Auto 

ttack our dv.’r,; e ^ Flairs sector were regis- 

name .**• - teredinl995. 

™Sh Arabism' 1 '**- 

JSgest loser of ^ 5 ■ Earnings of the General 

is regard of Union of Voluntary Socie- 

threaren * >ur lies amounted to JD 

™ m,c . . d ep7av J 5,622,520 in 1995, includ- 

' nni ,IW * 3 ^ ing JD 700 from subscrip- 

n lhai ^t lion. JD 196,762 from 

Countn " nC bank returns. JD 633 from 

nd sun^n il hU - L d0nati0nS ' JD 2922 from 

i01 ^ danger ..r 0 ?’- difrerenl sources. JD 

ej and if,*, i?"-. 1 5.320.149 from lotteries. 

11 of us wh.Mc * Md JD 5791 from the col¬ 
let the threat, lege of organic treatment, 

sm. The U-iors «t f . . 

*»*y that q„ ' ■ Jordan's exports of 

onsiderej j* rh e ^ t fresh fruits and vegetables 

ausc.s of \ ii.ilcrjce g r during April weighed 

egion. ,unn..,i he cfo 18,600 tons worth JD 5.15 

sohiion ^ million. The exports went 

nut pri.«nii.iie them • to Arab countries. 

However. v. c rjs I 

■ Sales of the Arab Alu- 

Ocenain^nSr"^- - miniUm ,nduStr y {ARAL > 

lame ,,t Hind* amounted to JD 16.6 mil- 

iiencv. i herd ore thor Uon ,n 1995 ‘ This is about 

ude v. hivh in pn.<n»J> 3% decrease on ,994 - 

limes r;. the However, ARAL approved 

srs. me m.iinreiwBi'' appropriation of 30% 
nir»dtr;e f jci thjico«; of the company’s JD 6 
in our v-nriu jre million capital among the 
mer Cjvh other, in n-i shareholders. The compa- 
biiutc r .il .<greemnii: ny's net profits amounted 

safeguard and «tur®^ to JD 3.03 million. 
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Jv^rdur, oileti ^ ■The Jordan Valley Au- 

a puK. „ ^ iB 

pease A regional i v 

proj.'h u. .ol.ir,. Jel <’ ro J“‘ for “ "°^ ern „P ort 
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country. 

■ A1 Awqaf Ministry is 
bunching the largest com¬ 
plex construction in the 
Amman city center at a 
cost of JD 15 million. To 
be built on a five dunum 
plot of land, the project in¬ 
cludes a trade center, car 
parking . modem offices, a 
hotel, a restaurant, snacks, 
and a mosque. 
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Iraq accepts UN oil-for-food plan 


By John M. Goshko 

LA Times Washington Post 
News Service 

UNITED NATIONS—After 
months of resistance. Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
government Monday bowed to 
the strict terms demanded by 
the United Nations and accept¬ 
ed a UN oil-for-food plan in¬ 
tended to ease the suffering 
imposed on the Iraqi people by 
six years of UN sanctions. 

UN and Iraqi negotiators 
capped four months of negoti¬ 
ation by signing an accord that 
will permit Iraq to sell S2 bil¬ 
lion worth of oil over six 
months to generate funds for 
the puchase of food, medicines 
and other humanitarian sup¬ 
plies. The Security Council 
has the option to renew the 
agreement each six months. 

In return. Iraq must accept 
stringent UN monitoring to en¬ 
sure that the money is not used 
to buy weapons, luxury goods 
or other items of benefit to 
Saddam’s regime. 

The United States, which 
has sought to oust Saddam 
from power ever since the 
1991 Gulf War. took the lead 
in insisting that the conditions 
imposed on Iraq, and the pro¬ 
visions for seeing that they are 
enforced, be tough and unam¬ 
biguous. In particular, the Unit¬ 


ed States and its allies insisted 
successfully on UN supervi¬ 
sion of the banking arrange¬ 
ments for oil sales, minute UN 
scrutiny of how humanitarian 
supplies are to be distributed, 
UN control over delivery of 
aid to the breakaway Kurds in 
northern Iraq and widespread 
discretionary power for UN 
monitors. 

News of the agreement 
caused a sudden spurt in oil 
prices Monday, with the cost 
of crude oil for June delivery 
jumping 51.84 to 522.78 a bar¬ 
rel on the New York Mercan¬ 
tile Exchange. But many oil 
traders said they believed that 
the rise was an abberation 
caused by profit taking and un¬ 
certainty over the accord’s 
long-term effects. 

Once Iraqi sales actually be¬ 
gin, they are expected to pump 
about 700,000 barrels of crude 
oil a day into world markets. 
Thai would be far below Iraq's 
former daily exports of 3 mil¬ 
lion barrels, but oil experts 
said that even a limited return 
of Iraqi oil to the market 
should tend to reduce gasoline 
prices, which have been rising 
worldwide throughout the 
spring. The experts cautioned, 
though, that it is too early to 
predict accurately how much 
prices are likely to go down. 

In London, OPEC Secretary 
General Rilwanu Lukman said 


the group will “do something" 
to soften the impact of a possi¬ 
ble return of Iraqi oil exports. 

Lukman said it was too ear¬ 
ly to dismiss the possibility of 
an emergency OPEC session 
to discuss how it would deal 
with Iraq, but OPEC delegates 
said earlier there would not be 
one, given the proximity of a 
scheduled 5 June ministerial 
session. 

OPEC delegates from in¬ 
fluential Middle East member 
states have repeatedly said 
their countries would not cut 
production if Iraqi oil returned 
to the market os long as some 
OPEC members produced 
above their quotas. 

Except for some minor, 
clandestine transactions, it 
would be Iraq's first foray into 
the international oil market 
since August 1990, when the 
UN Security Council imposed 
sanctions in reprisal for Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait The sanc¬ 
tions continued in force fol¬ 
lowing Iraq’s 1991 expulsion 
from Kuwait by the US-led 
Desen Storm military opera¬ 
tion, and isolation from the 
world economy has reduced 
Iraq to a primitive state of 
vastly inadequate food sup¬ 
plies, widespread illness and 
other hardships. 

Since 1991. the Security 
Council several times offered 
Iraq partial relief from the 


sanctions. But. until now. its 
terms always were rejected by 
Baghdad as a violation of its 
sovereignity. That Iraq now 
has accepted essentially the 
same conditions it previously 
spumed is widely regarded by 
diplomats here as a sign that 
'Iraq’s 20 million people are 
growing restive under the bur¬ 
den of unrelieved sanctions. 

The talks leading up to 
Monday's agreement began 7 
February and continued 
through 50 meetings led by 
Hans CorelI. the UN legal 
counsel, and Iraqi special en¬ 
voy Abdul Amir Anbari. with 
the aim of working out a mem¬ 
orandum of understanding for 
implementing the UN offer. 
Diplomatic sources said that 
throughout the talks, the Iraqis 
pressed for broadly general 
language that would have giv¬ 
en Baghdad considerable lati¬ 
tude in carrying out an agree¬ 
ment and possibly serving as a 
wedge to get around the sanc¬ 
tions. which remain in place. 

However, the Iraqi strategy 
was opposed vigorously by the 
United States and Britain, both 
permanent Security Council 
members that insisted on eve¬ 
ry detail being spelled out. At 
one point. US and British ob¬ 
jections forced Corell and Sec¬ 
retary General Boutros Bou- 
Lros-Ghali to scrap large 
amounts of tentatively agreed 


Combatting illiteracy through development 


By Omar Af Raj Eid 

Special to The Star 

WHILE ILLITERACY in Jordan is 
decreasing, it remains a thorn that needs 
to be tackled. Recent figures of the 
1994 Population Census released put 
illiteracy at 14.9%. Figures show that 
female illiteracy dropped from 48.2% in 
1979 to 20.6%, meanwhile male illiter¬ 
acy dropped from 18.9% to 9.8%. 

What is interesting is that despite the 
overall decrease, illiteracy remains high 
in certain geographical areas such as 
Ma'an, Kerak. Tafllah and Mafraq. In 
some cases it may reach as high as 80%. 

Abd AI Rahim Suhaimat, head of die 
adult literacy learning in the. Ministry of 
Education attributes illiteracy to a num¬ 
ber of factors: environmental, social and 
economic. He said research shows that 
illiteracy is closely related to broken-up 
families, death of one parent and 
divorce. Poverty and poor health, and 
the harsh treatment at schools, coupled 
with the lack of attainment may lead to 


illiteracy, Suhaimat said. In the case of 
rural areas for instance, moving around 
from one place to another in search of 
water and grass in the cases of the 
Badia, may contribute to the aggravation 
of illiteracy. 

As a result, the ministry has taken 
preventive measures to try and rectify 
the situation. It is holding more counsel¬ 
ling, and seeking to increase greater 
awareness about the necessity of 
remaining in school. 

In this regard, the ministry co¬ 
operates with other international organi¬ 
zations to alleviate illiteracy among 
those at the age of 15 and above. The 
ministry adopted a remedy method by 
recruiting qualified literacy instructors 
and establishing 571 literacy centers dis¬ 
tributed throughout the country, Suhai¬ 
mat said. 

Studies conducted by the Queen Alia 
Fund and the Ministry of Education 
indicate an increase in illiteracy in some 
areas, and especially among women. 

The Director of the Queen Alia Fund, 
Mr Awni Bashir, told 77ic Star, that the 


Fund has set up literacy centers in such 
places as Ma’an. In 1994 14 classes 
were held in 13 centers. Bashir added 
the Queen Alia Fund provides partici¬ 
pants with regular rations of wheat, 
meat, cheese, tea and sugar as incentives 
for women to complete literacy pro¬ 
grams and vocational training courses. 

The Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHFI is also keen to eradicate alpha¬ 
betical and what they call “occupational 
illiteracy.” Buthina Af Khatceb, head of 
Population Training Programs at NHF 
says that Lh'e foundation currently oper¬ 
ates women literacy classes in 13 remote 
villages, it also provides vocational 
training ter women with low-income. 
These are designed to supplement their 
socio-economic needs, Al Khaieeb 
added. The foundation built community 
centers to offer a range of cultural, edu¬ 
cational and social development services 
which, of course, act as effective means 
to prevent a relapse into illiteracy, Al 
Khareeb continued M 


language and led Anbari to 
complain bitterly that the 
United States and Britain were 
trying to “sabotage" an agree¬ 
ment. 

By last week, though, the 
Iraqi negotiating team had giv¬ 
en sufficient ground for Wash¬ 
ington and London to signal 
that they were satisfied with 
the language tentatively on the 
table. Monday morning, the 
green- light came from Baghad 
to accept the accord, and An¬ 
bari and Corell signed the 
memorandum. Iraq now must 
produce a detailed scheme for 
distributing the aid. and the 
accord will go into effect one 
day after Boutros-Ghali in¬ 
forms the Security Council 
that it is satisfactory. UN 
sources said that under a best- 
case scenario, Lhe agreement 
might be ready for implemen¬ 
tation sometime in July. 

Sharp criticism of the 
agreement came from retir¬ 
ing Senate Majority Leader 
Robert H. Dole, the presump- ■ 
tive GOP presidential nomi¬ 
nee. He charged that the 
Clinton administration had 
given Saddam “a source of 
revenue which will reduce 
Iraqi domestic discontent 
with his reign of terror." 

Dole’s criticism was re¬ 
jected by US administration 
officials who said that the ac¬ 
cord has adequate safeguards 
against abuse. They said the 
agreement calls for Boutros- 
Ghali rather than Iraq to 
choose the bank in which an 
escrow account will be estab¬ 
lished to receive Iraqi oil 
revenues and pay for pur¬ 
chases of humanitarian sup¬ 
plies. 

Us Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright sailed it a great day 
for both the Iraqi People and 
the United Nations—which 
persuaded Iraq to allow it 
control over distribution, es¬ 
pecially to the rebellious 
Kurdish provinces. 

The US Ambassador made 
special note, however, that 
the deal is not tantamount to 
a lifting of sanctions: 

“We have made sure that 
the people of Iraq are as¬ 
sured of the proper provi¬ 
sions but at the same time 
the very tight sanctions re¬ 
gime remains in place. So 
this is an exception for the 
people of Iraq and Business 
as usual for the sanctions re- 


Japanese economy riding high 
despite transitional 
restructuring 
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Saudi business 
delegation to visit 
Jordan 

AMMAN iStarj—A high level Saudi business delegation 
will pay a ihrce-day visit to Jordan next Sunday. Headed by 
Mr Abdel Rahman AI Jureisy, chairman of the Federation of 
Commercial-Industrial Chambers Council in Saudi Arabia, 
the delegation will hold extensive meetings with Jordanian 
businessmen and officials. A seminar dealing with economic 
conditions in Jordan and Saudi Arabia and the possibility of 
cooperation and investment will be held on Sunday at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce. The five-man delegation, 
which is invited by the Jordan Federation of Chambers of 
Industry, will visit the Amman Industrial Exhibition Show 
that is due to start between 24 May till 2 June. ■ 

Major economic conference 
to start Sunday 

A MAJOR economic conference is due to open in Amman 
between 26-29 May in the Royal Cultural Center. The-four 
day venue is tilled the Jordanian Economy within Us Region¬ 
al Framework: A future outlook. It is organized by the Al 
Ur dun AI Jadid in cooperation with Freidrich Ebert Foun¬ 
dation and the Philadelphia University. More than 50 top 
economists from Jordan, the Arab World, Germany and 
the United States will participate in the conference. 

The conference will be divided into working session that 
deals with industry, banking, trade, regional cooperation 
and the role of the state in the economy. There will also be 
two sessions on the regional economy. One centers on the 
Jordanian economy with regars to the West Bank and Is¬ 
rael, while the other will deal Jordan’s economy with re¬ 
gard to the Arab world. ■ 

British Midland signs 
two more code-share 
agreements 

MAJOR EUROPEAN airline British'Midland, has signed a | 
code-share agreement with Air Lanka and Royal Brunei. 1 

These latest-agreements mean British Midland customers 
travelling front regional UK airports can transfer at London 
Heathrow onto Air Linaka’s services and Royal Brunei to 
the United Arab Emirates and lhe Far East. 

Under the reciprocal agreements, effective immediately, 
customers travelling on British Midland flights from Belfast, 
Edinburg, Glasgow, Leeds Bradford and Teesside will be 
able to connea at London Heathrow onto Air Lanka's ser¬ 
vices to Colombo, or Royal Brunei flight to Dubai, Singa¬ 
pore and Bandar Seri Begawan. Connecting flight boarding 
passage and onward seat allocation will be issued at the point 
of departure. Checked luggage will be transferred directly 
from British Midland to Air Lanka or Royal Bruenei flights 
and vice-versa. 

With these latest signings, British Midland now has 13 
partner airlines with which it operates code-share agree¬ 
ments. offering regional air passengers a greater choice of 
carrier when travelling to world-wide destinations. ■ 
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By Raed AI Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

TOKYO—After recovering from the post¬ 
war inflation, Japan enjoyed prolonged 
prosperity with growth rates averaging 
more than 10% in the decade after 1955. 
Japan has achieved remarkable economic 
progress enabling it to occupy a renowned 
position in the world. 

In economic size. Japan is second to the 
US but in terms of per capita income, it is 
far larger than the US, making it the num¬ 
ber one economy in the world. 

How could Japan achieve such eco¬ 
nomic growth? 

“The high saving rate that Japan enjoys 
is the first factor.” explained Mr Hisao 
Kanamori, president of the Japan Center 
for Economic Research. This helped in 
capital formation, he added. 

Japan is different from other Asian 
countries who, despite their economic 
development, are, mostly, dependent on 
capital fusion from foreign assets. This is 
unlike Japan which depends on its own 
savings to finance high economic develop¬ 
ment. he added. 

The strong relations between labor and 
management is another important factor. 
The rights of the labor-force are guaran¬ 
teed through the close relation between the 


unions and management. “Japanese work¬ 
ers and employees maintain some of the 
best traditions like cooperation with man¬ 
agement to prevent many industrial dis¬ 
putes from taking place." said Mr Kana¬ 
mori. “Such relations enhances 
productivity and introduces and innovates 
new technologies.” 

The country lacks natural resources for 
its industry and imports most of its raw 
materials. like oil. iron and coal. 

Hit by the first oil crisis in 1973 when 
the economy was highly dependent on oil, 
Japan recorded negative growth rates in 
1974. This crisis forced Japan to embark 
on industrial restructuring, it started with 
reducing its large aluminum industry 
which requires huge energy for smelting. 
There is now one aluminium factory. 

On the oLher hand, Japan developed its 
electronic industry which does not con¬ 
sume much energy. 

However, economic growth continued 
till 1974; it stabilized thereafter at 5%. 

But the growth rate decreased in 1992 
to 0.4%. 0.2% in 1993. 0.5% in 1994, 
and 0.9% in 1995. These low growth rates 
have not disenchanted experts who believe 
it is only short-term. “It is a temporary 
phenomenon,” said Kanamori. “Till 1991 
there were lots of investments but there 
are now less.” Over years, land prices 


have shot up but they are coming down, he 
added. Economic experts believe that the 
low growth trend is almost over and they 
expect an upturn very shortly. 

“Even if economic growth is low, I do 
not think the economic situation is danger¬ 
ous.” Kanamori added. 

Because of increase in consumer pro¬ 
ductivity, there is no fear from inflation as 
there is in other Western countries. 

The unemployment rate is only 3.2%, 
while the rate in the US is 5% and Europe 
10%. Statistics show that Japan has a sur¬ 
plus of 5100 billion. "We do not suffer 
like other countries from such economic 
problems as deficit in the account bal¬ 
ance” he added. 

After the last Gulf War. the dependence 
on oil became even more challenging. A 
phase of continuing restructuring is still 
on the agenda. 

Japan is seeks to reduce further some 
of its traditional industries while increas¬ 
ing its computer industry, information, 
and telecommunications. “Japan is now in 
a transitional period, that causes us some 
problems" Kanamori said. 

Until the 1970s, the major trading part¬ 
ner was the US. The size of trade between 
the two countries reached about 40%. 
However. Japan’s trading partners today 
are increasingly from the markets of South 
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Management-labor relations in Japan are unique and must be seen as an example 
to the world 


“Japanese companies arc entering the 
South Asian markets. Several are setting 
up joint ventures there.” said Kanamori. 

After being the largest exporter of elec¬ 
tronics and cars. Japan is nowadays 
importing TV sets from these Asian mar¬ 
kets. TV seLs arc produced much cheaper 
in these countries, as the labor cost in 
Japan is even higher than that of the US 
and Europe. 

Many Japanese companies are also set¬ 
ting up plants in the US to produce cars 
which Japan imports them again. I believe 
that trade relations between Japan and the 
US arc more stable than before with little 
friction. Kanamori said. 


“Because the yen have appreciated 
against the dollar. Japanese products lost 
some of their export competitiveness.” 

The other trade issue between Japan and 
the US. that of semi-conductors, was 
recently ironed out. 

The reason behind the high prices in 
Japan is the movement of the exchange 
rate in 1980. The ycn/dollar exchange rate 
was 217 and kept appreciating. In 1995 it 
was 96 yen. 

“When the yen appreciates, in the eyes 
of visiting foreigners, prices in Japan seem 
so high, but for Japanese, the prices over¬ 
seas are so cheap.” Kanamori said. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


is-ziMAY Jordan-Gulf Bank realizes JD 3.4 million profits 
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THE JORDAN-Gulf Bank 
(JGB) realized a net profit of 
JD 3.4 million in 1995. This is 
an increase of JD 957.500 over 
1994. The annual meeting 
approved the recommended to 
give 7% of bank's profit. The 
Jordan-Gulf Bank has a paid 
up capital of JD 20 million. 

In its third year of operation, 
the bank is determined to 
accelerate its advance, espe¬ 
cially in its working practices 
and promotion of its staff. 

The Chairman of the Board 
of Directors Mr Zuhair Awar- 
tuni said assets and liabilities 
have increased from JD 130. 
375.739 in 1994 to JD 
171.500.027 in 1995. He added 
that the JGB deposits in other 
banks have also grown from 
JD 39.6 million to JD 
42.221.290, while its invest¬ 
ments in siocks increased by 
39.7% {from JD 5.730.570 to 
JD 8,005,983. of which value 
about JD 1,433,4-20 were 
invested in newly established 


companies. 

Awanani pointed out that 
the bank's portfolio of direct 
securities has increased from 
JD 70,365,625 in 1994 to JD 
105.033,919 in 1995. 

The JGB's fixed asseus grew 
from JD 3.264.449 in 1994 to 
JD 4,000.(21 in 1995: about 
JD 400.000 was spent on the 
computer system and the set¬ 
ting up of new branches of the 
bank. 

The value of lands and real 
estate, which were appropri¬ 
ated by the JGB in return for 
loans, increased from JD 
4,723,875 to JD 5,367.679. 

Mr Awartani also noted that 
the customers' deposits have 
increased from JD 100,313,914 
in 1994 to JD 1 33.580.521 in 
1995, whereas the customers* 
monetary securities grew from 
JD 11.488.592 to JD 
16,989.241. 

As for the deposits of the 
other banks in the JGB. Awar- 



tani said they decreased by 
about JD I million, while other 
liabilities increased from JD 
3.728.944 in 1994 to JD 
4.990.927 in 1995, and that the 
total contra accounts at the 
bank increased from JD 
27.425.681 to JD 37.652.933. 

Awartani pointed that the 


interest and commission 
receipts grew from JD 
8.167.175 "in 1994 to JD 
14,521.116 in 1995. while pay¬ 
able interests increased from 
JD 4,738.392 to JD 7.843.439 
and thus accrued an increase of 
JD 3,248. 894 in the net paid 
interest and commission. ■ 
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Hamas stops, Hamas resumes! 

■ Could it be that Hamas is splitting at the seems or is it a 
figment of people's imagination. The problem started when 
the spokesman of Hamas, Dr Mahmood A1 Zahar issued a 
statement saying that the organization called on its military 
wing to cease military operations against Israel till after her 
elections on 29 May. This was hotly denied and produced a 
swift response from the leadership of Hamas. Dr A1 Zahar 
was promptly fired from his post. 

The Hamas representative in Amman Mr Ibrahim Ghoshe, 
lept to'the scene, and disavowed the statement made by Dr 
Zahar. Mr Ghoshe said that Hamas will not stop attacks 
against Israel. He said the group will continue its struggle 
against Israel and is in no way related to any political consid¬ 
erations. He said that Hamas does not care about the out¬ 
come of the elections since Labor and Likud are the same. 

Is the incident a storm in a tea cup or is it something more 
than that. Could it be argued that AI Zahar’s statements rep¬ 
resents a growing rift in the Hamas rank and file. After all, 
he did say that Hamas wanted to cease the military activity 
so as not to play in the hands of the Israeli right and help it 
win the next election, a claim made by Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, and PNA chairman Yasser Arafat 

Ghoshe and the Hamas leadership realized how damaging, 
Af Zahar's statement could be. went as far as to distance the 
latter as much as possible from Hamas. He said that Al Zahar 
ceased representing Hamas since four years ago, and that it 
was he, Mr Ghoshe that is the sole representative of Hamas 
and has been so for the last six years. 


Rifai assuring but .. 

■ litters, in Jordan about the outcome of the Israeli elec¬ 
tions. may have no basis. Alter all, Amman has very good 
relations with Tel Aviv. Furthermore, our government has 
very good relations with all side of the political spectrum. 
Still, our ambassador in Tel Aviv, Mr Omar Al Rifai felt it 
necessary to meet the leader of Likud, Mr Binjamin Netan¬ 
yahu and stress the necessity for a comprehensive peace in 
the region. During the meeting Mr Rifai said the Jordan- 
Israeli peace treaty was signed between two countries and in 
no way will it be affected by the outcome of elections. 

But other Observers believe that this is not the whole issue. 
What is at stake now, is not whether Labor or Likud form the 
next government, but how to mend fences. The relations 
between Iordan and Israel have become frosty since Israel’s 
two-week attack on Lebanon. A cold peace has come to char¬ 
acterize relations, with Jordan making it a point of not meet¬ 
ing Israeli leaders. Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres was 
due to come to Jordan but the visit was postponed in the last 
minute. 

Indeed Peres is said to be so worried that he is holding 
consultations with his top aids to explore what he sees as the 
strained relations. Israel's ambassador in Amman, Shimon 
Shamir is part of these consultations. 

Getting back to the elections, worries about Likud forming 
the next government con be heard from all over. The former. 
US ambassador to Israel, Samual Lewis said that if Likud 
becomes the next government if will “btow up the Arab- 
Israeli peace process." Lewis said that Likud members are 
already talking about increasing the number of settlements if 
they come to power. He added that in this case, Ariel Sharon 
would become the finance minister so that he can give the 
required support to these settlements. 

Lewis said that both Labour and Likud will be seeking to 
capture the votes of those who migrated from the former 
Soviet Union to Israel. They number 400,000, but these are 
expected to vote for their own party the Russian party that 
has just been created. The Arab vote also forms 12 percent of 
the electorate. 


Burns says Palestinians 
have earned release of 
US aid 


By Ralph Daimheisser 

USIA Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON—Congress should swiftly release funds 
earmarked for the Palestinians now that Palestinian repre¬ 
sentatives have revoked charter provisions calling for the 
destruction of Israel. State Department spokesman Nicholas 
Bums says. 

"The United States government believes that what the 
Palestinian National Council, under the leadership of Chair¬ 
man Arafat, was able to do last month was historic." Bums 
said. 

In light of those actions, he said, the administration's 
"message to Congress" is that restrictions on US aid to the 
Palestinians should be lifted “in the very near future." The 
Palestinian people made “a commitment to peace,” he said, 
and now "we Americans need-to honor our commitment.'' 

Bums made his comments in response to a question at a 
briefing for overseas reporters 16 May 16 at USIA's For¬ 
eign Press Center in Washington. 

The spokesman observed that the Israeli government 
itself has taken the position that the Palestinians have met 
their commitment. Thus, he said, it is "a little bit discon¬ 
certing to see that there are some in Congress who arc per¬ 
haps trying to hold the Palestinians to a standard that no one 
else, including the Israeli government, is holding them to." 

.Asked about the US view of the national elections sched¬ 
uled in Israel May 29. Bums assured reporters that, regard¬ 
less of the outcome, there would be no change in US policy 
and effons to help bring a regionwide peace. ■ 


Hamas leader: 


More security won’t 


stop suicide attacks 


By Timothy M. Phelps 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen'ice 


NEW YORK—When Mousa 
Abu Marzook talks about the 
psychology of terrorism, it is 
best to listen. 

He is a self-acknowledged 
leader of Hamas, which has 
been singularly successful in 
recent months in blowing up 
busloads of Israeli civilians. 

But although he claims no 
involvement with Hamas' mili¬ 
tary operations and was con¬ 
fined to a tiny jail cell in New 
York City when the latest 
bombs went off. Marzook 
admits to a certain insight into 
what might motivate a young 
Palestinian to strap a bomb to 
his body and detonate it on a 
crowded bus. 

Chillingly, he warns that all 
the security in the world will 
not stop another suicide attack. 

“When one decides to die, I 
don’t know how you can stop 
them.’’ said the soft-spoken, 
balding and bearded 45-year- 
old. But for the bright orange 
jumpsuit and the bans on the 
window of the Manhattan 
Detention Center, he could be 
mistaken for the academic his 
doctorate in engineering would 
have qualified him to become. 

Told that it is difficult for an 
American to understand how 
anyone could contemplate such 
an act, he replied, “I don't 
know how (Americans) could, 
because they do not face prob¬ 
lems like the Palestinians. 

“You see, Palestinians are 
without any hope, without any 
future, without any work or any 
homeland," he said “What do 
they want the Palestinians to 
do?” 

But don't Palestinians now 
have the alternative of negotiat¬ 
ing peace with a wiling gov¬ 
ernment in Israel? 

“That is just a dream,-and the 
dream has never become real¬ 
ity." he said. ‘The Palestinians 
are facing more problems now. 


more punishment, less people 
working" than before the peace 
process began three years ago. 

That Is why there is no short¬ 
age of young men available for 
suicide bombing missions, be 
said. 

“When these young people 
start thinking, they reflect on 
what happened to them 
before," Marzook said “If you 
look at their story, you will find 
they saw some of their relatives 
killed, others in prison for a 
long time. Many have been 
confined by Israeli security. So 
they want to do something 
about this." 

Asked whether he personally 
endorses this approach, Mar¬ 
zook ducks the question. 
"That's not the right question. 
You have to ask how to solve' 
the problem.” 

And does terrorism help 
solve the problem? 

“Maybe yes. maybe no" is 
the response. 


Marzook’s hard line does not 
seem to extend to the United 
States, which has been his 
home for almost 20 years. His 
wife and six children, aged 
three to 15, live in the Virginia 
suburbs of Washington. 

Hamas, he said, is not likely 
to retaliate against the United 
States for his detention tost 
summer, or if a recent federal 
court order to extradite him to 
Israel is carried out after an 
appellate process likely to last 
several years. 

Marzook was bom in a refu¬ 
gee camp in Gaza and educated 
in Cairo, Egypt, before attend¬ 
ing graduate schools in Colo¬ 
rado and . Louisiana. He was 
arrested at New York’s John F. 
Kennedy Airport in July after 
his return from one of many 
Middle East flights he describes 
as business trips. 

He had been pur on immigra- 
* turn's list of terrorists to watch 
for after complaints from Israel 
about his activities. The Israelis 


said that a Palestinian business¬ 
man from Chicago whom they 
arrested in Israel in 1993 fin¬ 
gered Marzook as the director 
of Hamas' activities in the 
field. 

Israeli officials allege that 
Marzook is personally responsi¬ 
ble for several bombings, and 
that he has raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for the 
organization. 

Marzook does not deny a 
leadership role in Hamas, but 
says that political and military 
wings of the organization are 
separate, and that the money he 
raises goes to support Hamas’ 
extensive network of medical 
facilities, schools and social 
programs benefiting the 
Palestinians. 

His lawyer, Stanley Cohen, 
has appealed the order that 
Marzook be extradited to Israel 
to the federal appeals court in 
Manhattan. ■ 


BCCI deal in progress 


MORE THAN 35,000 British depositors of the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce International 
look set to recoup up to 40 percent of the 
money they lost when the bank collapsed in 
July 1991. after Abu Dhabi agreed to pay a 
compensation package worth $1.3 billion. 

After years of litigation this payment repre¬ 
sents the first firm prospect of compensation 
by Abu Dhabi, which held nearly 80 percent of 
BCCI shares. 

The long-awaited breakthrough will come as 
welcome news to the 230.000 depositors who 
lost money when BCCI collapsed. The British 
depositors and creditors include 30 local 
councils. 

This signals the end of an extraordinary 
international investigation into a multibiilion 
dollar fraud surrounding the collapse of BCCI 
which has involved a staggering 2,000 differ¬ 
ent tow suits and involved an estimated 130 
million documents. Accountancy fees alone are 
estimated to have reached $300 million. There 
is suspicion that the bank was widely used for 
money laundering and other illicit purposes as 


29,000 customer shave failed to claim deposits 
worth more than $200 million. 

The deal appears to represent a major 
improvement on the tnns of a previously 
announced 20 per cent pay-put which is sched¬ 
uled for later this summer. 

The Abu Dhabi government has agreed to 
pay $1.65 billion.' It is paying a further sum of 
$230 million, into an .account for distri bution at 
a later date. 

Compensation for depositors will be further 
increased by payments worth at least $243 mil¬ 
lion from the US authorities and $400 million 
pledged in an agreement with Sheikh 'Khalid 
bin Mahfouz of Saudi Arabia. 

The payout proposal has been tied up in the 
international courts for nearly four years. In a 
statement the liquidators said the deal “consti¬ 
tutes a major stop forward in the liquidation 
towards the payment of a first dividend to 
BCQ of admitted creditors later this year. The 
amount of the first dividend will be subject to 
court decisions which are currently in 
progress.'^ 


Bahrain assembles its 


By John Lancaster 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


own working class 

ncaster Gulf. None of the so-called oil been forcea to make painful changing. 


MANAMA, Bahrain—Not so 
long ago, a traveler checking 
into a hotel here might well 
have thought he had landed in 
Manila instead of Manama. 

Filipinos or other Asian 
workers greeted him at the 
reception desk, served his 
meals and made up his room. 
Bahrainis were nowhere to be 
seen, except perhaps as manag¬ 
ers or patrons at the bar. 

Today, Bahraini hotels—and 
Bahrain—look different. 

Bahrainis work as reception¬ 
ists, accountants, cooks, house¬ 
keepers and—brace yourself— 
waiters. The government of this 
Gulf island emirate hopes more 
will follow. 

Spurred by low oil prices and 
a desperate need for jobs, it has 
launched a crash program to 
replace foreign workers with 
local hires, even in hotels, res¬ 
taurants and other service pro¬ 
fessions that Bahrainis tradi¬ 
tionally have shunned in favor 
of cushy government posts. 

“It cannot be that Bahrainis 
don’t want to work," Labor 
Minister Abdel Nabi Shoala 
said in an interview. “Most of 
those who say this are them¬ 
selves successful Bahrainis. 
There is no genetic disease 
among Bahrainis." 

Bahrain's efforts have 
echoes throughout the Persian 


Gulf. None of the so-called oil 
monarchies has escaped the 
effects of lower energy prices. 
All are under pressure to diver¬ 
sify their economies and create 
jobs for fast-growing 
populations. 

The result has been a region¬ 
wide campaign to “localize"— 
or “Saudi-ize" or ‘‘Omani- 
ize"—work forces long domi¬ 
nated by cheap foreign labor. 

The effort has involved train¬ 
ing programs, public-awareness 
campaigns—Bahraini televi¬ 
sion recently aired a public- 
service spot that shows smiling 
Bahrainis working as hotel 
doormen, desk clerks and wait¬ 
ers—and growing pressure on 
private employers to hire local 
talent over foreigners. 

The challenge is immense. 
Private employers in Bahrain 
and other gulf countries com¬ 
plain of a generation “spoiled" 
by oil wealth, and deficient in 
work ethic as well as technical 
skills. That, in tum. has raised 
concerns that localization could 
harm growth and productivity. 

“It's significant that Bahrai¬ 
nis who want to make money 
don't see it as sensible to 
employ other Bahrainis," said a 
British oil-company executive, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

But in Bahrain, at least, 
necessity may prove lo be (he 
mother of incentive. 

Lacking the oil wealth of its 
neighbors, the government has 


been forced to make painful 
cuts in spending and subsidies. 
That, in turn, has exacerbated 
tensions between Sunni Mus¬ 
lims, who control the govern¬ 
ment and most of the island's 
wealth, and the Shiite Muslim 
majority, whose frustrations 
have erupted into anti— 
government protests and sabo¬ 
tage over the lasL 18 months. 

With unemployment running 
as high as 30 percent in some 
Shiite villages, the government 
is keenly aware of the need to 
create jobs to head off a social 
explosion. 

Bahrain’s population of 
572.000 is roughly divided 
between Bahrainis and foreign¬ 
ers. Bahrainis make up 90 per¬ 
cent of government workers 
and 30 percent of private- 
sector workers, a proportion 
that Shoala railed “the highest 
in the region.” 

But Bahrain finds it has lo 
do better. So the government is 
placing new emphasis on voca¬ 
tional training and has required 
private companies lo expand 
their share of Bahraini workers 
by five percent a year. 

Progress has been impres¬ 
sive in some high-wage indus¬ 
tries. such as petroleum and 
aluminum, where Bahrainis 
make up more than 80 percent 
of the work force. 

Bahrainis have been less 
enthusiastic about lower-wage 
jobs in hotels and restaurants, 
but attitudes appear lo be 


changing. Bahrainis now con¬ 
stitute 25 percent of employees 
in four- and five-star hotels, 
compared with five percent in 
the early 1980s, according to 
Nabi Daylami. who. manages 
the Holiday Inn here and heads 
a government-sponsored coun¬ 
cil on hotel training. 

"Bahrainis now are encour¬ 
aged to work in this line,” Day- 
lami said. “We are very opti¬ 
mistic. They arc accepting this 
job as a reputable career.” 

Leading the effort is Bah¬ 
rain’s Hotel and Catering Cen¬ 
tre, which was started in 1979 
with 16 students and now has 
250, including some from 
Saudi Arabia and other gulf 
countries. 

Situated in the former head¬ 
quarters of the British Royal 
Air Force in Bahrain, the 
school has four commercial 
kitchens, a student-run restau¬ 
rant and hotel, and a curriculum 
that runs to courses in house¬ 
keeping, food production and 
accounting. 

The school also offers 
courses for aspiring travel 
agents and tour guides, fields 
described by head tourism 
instructor Vincent Coyle as 
“perfectly acceptable to the cul¬ 
ture here." 

Hotel and restaurant work is 
a tougher selL 'To be honest, 
it's not easy," one instructor 
said. "I won't lie to you. But 
people arc starting to accept 
this ” ■ 


Kuwait holds 
sell-off KIA 


inquiry 

By Paul Farrelly 


THE HEAD of the Kuwait Investment Authority (KlA) 
is under investigation by the country’s Attorney- 
General over alleged irregularities in its privatization 


program. 

The allegations against KIA president Ali Raschaid 
Al Bader centre on the sell-off last June of the National 
Industries Co., an engineering, construction and invest¬ 
ment group that has since moved into the UK. 

In January, it took over Birmingham-based BI Group, 
the former Bromsgrove industries run by Asian entre¬ 
preneur Bijan Sedghi, in a deal worth over $100 million 

The KIA is the parent and Mr Bader the ultimate head 
of the London-based Kuwait Investment Office (KIO), 
which owns large stakes in British Petroleum and Ger¬ 
many’s Daimler-Benz among $15bn-worth of holdings. 

The privatization program is a key plank in paying 
for Kuwait's reconstruction after Lhe 1991 Gulf War and . 
the review of the NIC sell-off is an embarrassment- 
With elections due this year, it may prompt caJIs for 
wider investigation of the KIA's handling of the privati¬ 
zation process. 

‘The danger is that the Attorney-General may stort 
looking into other sell-offs as well. There may also be 
calls for the privatization of NIC to be annulled, raising 
a question mark over who owns it," one highly placed 
Kuwaiti source said. 

Mr Bader resigned mysteriously last December after 
three years in the post only to withdraw tbe resignation 
a month later. 

Sources say he is being investigated under the draco¬ 
nian 1993 Protection of Public Property Law over 
alleged negligence in arrangements for the sale of NIC 
as well as the alleged purchase, months previously, of 
NIC shares by his wife, sister and dead brother’s estate 
at less than half the privatization price. 

Mr Bader was interviewed in mid-April and the ques¬ 
tion of whether to prosecute is still being considered, 
they say. 

In the Kuwaiti politics, dominated by feuding 
between tbe merchant classes and the ruling Al Sabah 
family, Mr Bader's opponents are understood to have 
urged the refusal of his resignation to heighten his 
embarrassment. 

Mr Bader has been identified witb merchant interests 
and complaint to the Attorney-General was started by 
the Kuwait Projects Company, which is controlled by 
Nasser Sabah Al Sabah, the son of the Foreign Minister. 

The KIA president, who is understood to have 
strongly denied the charges, was unavailable for 
comment. 

The KIO has been keeping a low profile. It is contin¬ 
uing, however, with prosecutions of former executives 
in London and Madrid over the $5 billion collapse in 
1992 of its Spanish investment empire. Grupo Torras. 
amid allegations of fraud, mismanagement and secret 
political payments during the Gulf War. 

Since the Gulf War, the KIO has cut its portfolio by 
two thirds from $50 billion to pay for reconstruction al 
home. ■ 
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Peace needs to be supported by concrete facts says Omani Minister 


By George S. Hishmeh 

USIA Staff Writer 


Washington—'The Omani minister of 
state for foreign affairs believes that the 
Middle East peace process is irreversi¬ 
ble. saying "we strongly believe that we 
are at the final stage in a long tunnel.” 

The minister. Yusuf Bin Alawi Bin 
Abdullah, expressed his confidence and 
optimism about the shape of things to 
come in the Middle East in appearances 
before two influential Washington think 
tanks: the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy on 6 May and the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies on 13 
May. 

Bin Alawi has also been meeting with 
Clinton Administration officials and 
business leaders during his 10-day visit 
to the United States. 

As a result of his trip here, he said he 
is hopeful that on Omani delegation will 
be visiting Washington shortly "to 
develop bilateral economic relations” 
with the United States. He did not elab¬ 
orate but Oman has lately been weighing 


alternate options for economic develop¬ 
ment in the next 25 years which exclude 
dependence on.oil revenues. 

Oman was praised for its support of 
“goals of moderation and stability" in 
the region and for its cooperation with 
the United States and its allies, which 
was said to be “essential in turning 
aggression, protecting the freedom of 
the seas and promoting peace throughout 
the region." 

Bin Alawi. reminding his audiences 
that Oman was an early supporter of the 
peace process, asserted that “peace will 
bring justice to all parties and to all peo¬ 
ple in the Middle East" so that "terror¬ 
ism can no longer be sure of its 
foothold." 

He told a questioner that all Arab lead¬ 
ers. have considered peace-making and 
“relations with Israel" as a strategic 
option. “It is not a tactic." 

The minister expressed confidence 
that the permanent status negotiations 
between Israel and (he Palestinians “will 
have to come to a successful result." 
maintaining "no one can afford to have a 


failure.” 

He argued that the large participation 
of Palestinians in the recent elections 
meant that the Palestinian people want 
peace — “the period of liberation is 
over." 

After pointing out that there are "sub¬ 
stantial levels of confidence" among lhe 
present leaden in the Israeli and Pales¬ 
tinian camps, he said he would not be 
surprised if a Palestinian state were to 
be established. 

He conceded that the "critical point" 
in the negotiations with Israel is whether 
Israel withdraws from Arab territories it 
occupied in the 1967 war. He said, mat¬ 
ter of factly. that “Israel clearly under¬ 
stands that it has to withdraw from Arab 
territory (but) when and how this will 
(take place) will depend on the parties 
negotiating." 

Bin Alawi would not be drawn into 
any discussions on Jerusalem but again 
expressed confidence that on agreement 
would be reached between the Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis on the city: he did not 
see an alternative to an agreement. “We 


are convinced that peace is the only ven¬ 
ture for both sides," he stated. 

The minister said his government, 
which exchanges trade representation 
with Israel and has seen visits by two 
Israeli prime ministers in recent years, is 
satisfied with the present level of con¬ 
tacts with the Jewish state. 

However, he said the relationship with 
Israel has “the potential to generate sig¬ 
nificant and tangible economic benefits 
for both parties." 

He said it was Oman's conviction that 
"political appreciation of the peace pro¬ 
cess needs to be supported by concrete 
facts on the ground which would bring 
the people of (he region in cooperative 
endeavors and establish real economic 
relations."' 

At this point, he cited Oman's devel¬ 
opment of a desalination center in Mus¬ 
cat through which, he said, his country 
hoped “to provide at least one possible 
model of regional cooperation." 

Oman's objective, he continued, was 
to make “an early and constructive con¬ 
tribution ... by promoting and supporting 


multilateral ventures which would pro¬ 
mote peace in the context of practical 
cooperation in economic exchanges.” 

Repeating his government’s “endorse¬ 
ment without reservation” of the results 
of the Sharm El Sheikh Peacemakers 
conference, he said there is little that 
can be done by his country, which main¬ 
tains diplomatic relations with both Iraq 
and Iran, until Baghdad and Tehran take 
“a different approach to develop a stable 
region.” He. nevertheless, maintained 
that his countiy believes in pursuing a 
dialogue with the two countries. He 
indicated that his country fears that any 
confrontation would jeopardize the sta¬ 
bility and security of the countries of the 
region. “We arc working very hard to 
have both sides understand that it is 
very important to maintain peace and 
stability despite the hard views between 
the two parties." he said when discuss¬ 
ing the US policy goal of “dual 
containment." 

Bin Alawi added that his country can¬ 
not see stability and peace established in 
the region “without Iranian involve¬ 


ment." But he doubted that the Irani? 0 
regime would “interfere’’ should Syria.. 
Lebanon and the Palestinians reach a 
peace agreement with Israel. Underlin¬ 
ing the differences within the Iranian 
regime. Bin Alawi said his assessment 
that it will be “a long time before we stfi 
a unified Iranian policy on the Middle 
East." 

Describing Iraq as “the source of' 
instability in the region." Bin Alawi sai“ 
Baghdad has no choice but to implement 
all lhe. UN Security Council resolutions- 
He said these Omani views were com¬ 
municated to the Saddam Hus«t* 
regime “publicly and privately." ... 

The Omani minister came out in ft" 
support of the Bahrain government* 
reaction to recent unrest in the isls^ 
state. He saw the disturbances there gj 
the result of "a terrorist act supported Is 
few individuals who want to speed up- 
history which cannot be the case." 

He continued, ‘The duty of any 8JJ1 
eminent is to do whatever it can in 
to keep law and order and this is 
Bahrain is doing at the moment."* ® 
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Political history 
of Jordan 

28-30 March 1921 

Prince Abdullah Ibn A1 Hussein becomes the ruler of 
Trans-Jordan. 

11 April 1921 

The first central government in Trans-Jordan is formed 
under Rashid Tali’. 

1 April 1928 

<*• The first Shura Council in the Emirate is formed to 
enact and interpret laws and statutes. 

16 April 1928 

The first Constitution of the Emirate of Trans-Jordan is 
published. This Constitution was derived from the spirit of 
the treaty with Britain. 

17 June 1928 

The electoral law on the election of the legislature 
assembly is published. 

25 July 1928 

*• The first Jordanian national conference is held. It 
declared its opposition of the Jordanian-British treaty, the 
Constitution and the electoral law. 

1 September 1928 

«TThe country is divided into electoral constituencies and 
die registration of voters is initiated for the election of the 
First Legislative Assembly in the Emirate of Trans-Jordan. 

2 April 1929 

<■* Prince Abdullah opens the First Legislative Assembly 
the Emirate of Trans-Jordan and delivers the Speech from 
the Throne. 

17 October 19J4 

*r The first ordinary session of the Third Legislative 
Assembly opens. 

•• T . . Continued on page 8 
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Jordanian economy 
on track for first 
50 years 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 

AS THE nation prepares to cel¬ 
ebrate the 50th anniversary of 
its independence, it is appropri¬ 
ate to take a long-term retro¬ 
spective look at the country’s 
significant economic and indus¬ 
trial achievements. While sto¬ 
ries of economic demise seem 
lo dominate the papers today, it 
should be noted that Jordan, 
over the course of its brief inde¬ 
pendent history, has much to be 
proud of. 

The criterion on which to 
judge the performance of a 
nation's economy changes 
depending on the time span 
observed. The challenges the 
economy faces today, for 
example, concentrate primarily 
on short terra, constantly fluctu¬ 
ating issues which are regularly 
used to measure the economic 
health of the country including 
exchange rotes, GNP growth 
rates, and so forth. These 
issues, however important, 
should not be the sole measure 
of economic prosperity. For 
due to their constantly chang¬ 
ing nature, these variables only 
act as superficial barometers of 
economic health without 
revealing much of the long¬ 
term, structural condition of the 
economy. 

Generally speaking, the 
infrastructure of the Jordanian 
economy has progressed well 
over the course of its history. 
One very important measure of 
infrastructural progress and a 
crucial phase of industrial 
development deals with the 
agricultural sector. The depen¬ 
dency between agriculture and 
industry, and indeed develop¬ 
ment cannot be overstated. For 
development to occur, for a 
nation to grow economically, 
and for a nation to industrialize, 
the country must see a transi¬ 
tion in its population from the 
agricultural to the industrial 
sectors. This is precisely what 
we have seen in Jordan. 

Gradually, the Jordanian 
labor force has shifted away 
from the agricultural sector 
into such activities as construc¬ 
tion, energy and administrative 
services. This has enabled Jor¬ 
dan to allocate more of its work 
force towards industry. - 
Between’ 1987 and 1993 "for 


example, the percentage of the 
labor force associated with the 
agricultural sector shrank from 
7.4% to 6.4% respectively. 
Conversely agricultural praduc-. 
lion has increased 39.2% over 
the same period. This took 
place while the country was 
experiencing a simultaneous 
37% rise in its population. 
This observation is crucial, for 
it suggests, that, whether 
through more efficient farm¬ 
ing methods or larger plots of 
land, a smaller number of 
workers are feeding a larger 
number of people. 

Another long-term, structu¬ 
ral area in which Jordan has 
experienced success is in the 
area of economic develop¬ 
ment. While Jordan’s eco¬ 


nomic growth numbers are a 
success story in their own 
right, Jordan has much to be 
proud of in terms of its eco¬ 
nomic development. Where 
economic growth is simply a 
rise in national or per-capita 
income, economic develop¬ 
ment on the other hand refers 
to a structural change in the 
economy os a whole. It may. 
for example, imply increases 
in literacy and life expectancy 
and a reduction in infant mor¬ 
tality. On all these fronts Jor¬ 
dan too his succeeded. Adult 
literacy rates jumped from 
65.4% in 1979 to 81% in 
1991, life expectancy rose 
nearly ten percent during the 
same period to 67 years, and 
infant mortality was cut from 



His Majesty King Hussein opening one of the sessions of Parliament 


69 per one thousand births to 
33.S. 

Jordan is currently facing a 
series of daunting economic 
challenges that have been the 
focus of much press in recent 
months and have led manv to 


form an extremely negative 
view of the economy. Despite 
these challenges, however, and 
the attention received. Jordan's 
economy has progressed, for 
the most part, like that of most 
industrialized nations in their 


early years. The shift from a 
rural to an urban population is 
gradually allowing for greater 
focus on industry and with it a 
chance for a higher standard of 
living. ■ 


Foreign investment continues to 
be main hope of government 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 

FROM THE ongoing crisis at the 
Amman Financial Market to the gen¬ 
eral challenges facing the overall econ¬ 
omy, the government is placing a great 
deal of weight on the importance of 
foreign investment in pulling the econ¬ 
omy out of its current gloom, (n an 
effort to combat the recent wave of 
unfavorable economic sentiment, the 
government continued to stress that an 
economic upswing, while near, will 
only truly take hold with the inflow of 
foreign capital. As some point out, 
however, many obstacles remain in 
attracting foreign investment 
“We're talking about a part of the 
world which frightens a lot of foreign 
investors,” says the head of the* Eco¬ 
nomic and Commercial Affairs section 
of the United States Embassy Mr Gary 
Grappo, of the potential problems fac¬ 
ing Jordan in attracting foreign invest¬ 
ment Citing unfamiliarity with the 
culture and politics of the region, Mr 
Grappo explains that western investors 
have a tendency to equate the rpgjon 
with political instability and fiius tend 
to shy away from coming to Jordan. In 
Ythrs regard, he adds, Jordan and its 


neighbors, have a 
“tall task” in promot¬ 
ing the region “as a 
place where business 
can be done and 
profits can be made.” 

Although the 
exact magnitude for¬ 
eign investment will 
play in turning Lhe 
Jordanian economy 
around is not known, 
the US embassy offi¬ 
cial stresses thar it 
“will and must play a 
very significant role 
in its prosperity and 
development.” He views foreign capi¬ 
tal as a means of employing people, 
establishing business and possibly rais¬ 
ing the standard of living. Despite 
being a true believer of foreign invest¬ 
ment and its possible contributions to 
an economy however.. Mr Grappo 
questions the condition of the overall 
investment climate in Jordan. 

“It's a good start when you change 
your investment and tax laws to 
encourage foreign investmenL..but I 
think a lot more needs to be done” he 
said, commenting on the substantial 
amount of work that still needs to be in 


f 



attracting foreign investment in addi¬ 
tion to more open and attractive invest¬ 
ment laws, the commercial chief 
stressed the need to streamline the 
overall process of investment. 

"Passing laws to treat foreign inves¬ 
tors more favorably is one thing, 
changing the bureaucracy to treat the 
foreign investor better is something 
else,” he pointed out. Citing the unnec¬ 
essary complications involved in deal¬ 
ing. with the departments such as cus¬ 
toms and trade zones, Mr Grappo 
emphasized the need for the bureau¬ 
cracy to adopt a new attitude, realizing 


that “foreign investors are here to 
help" and are indeed “allies.” 

In addition to this new attitude. Mr 
Grappo explained that Jordan must 
also begin to realize that it is compet¬ 
ing in a much broader market than pre¬ 
viously thought. “Jordan has to look at 
itself as in the global market competing 
for investment dollars,'’ he said, 
explaining that it can no longer com¬ 
pare its current investment climate 
with that of a few years ago. Instead, 
he points out that Jordan has to com¬ 
pare itself not only with its regional 
neighbors like Dubai and Israel, but 
just as importantly, with countries such 
as Hungry. Poland and Taiwan all of 
which are competing for investor’s 
dollars. 

Overall, the economic chief at the 
US embassy is optimistic about the 
future prospects of the Jordanian econ¬ 
omy. While cautioning that more 
work and time is undoubtedly needed, 
. he also stressed that “Jordan is finally 
registering on the radar screens of 
American and European businesses," 
and expects to see “significant 
changes” in the economy in the next 
three to five years. ■ 



ARAB BANK 
A GLOBAL PRESENCE 

With 66 years of growth, we are among the largest international financial institutions in the world. 
With branches and affiliated offices all over the world, we have created a complete range of services 
Our presence spans five continents. A look at our figures shows 552 million JD in Equity, 8 billion 
JD in Deposits, 9.3 billion JD in Assets and 12.9 billion JD for the Total Balance Sheet. 
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Continued from page 7 

3 December 1938 

«r Amendments that strengthen the position of the Emir in 
issuing provisional laws are introduced to some articles of 
the Constitution. 

5 September 1939 

** A new amendment to the Constitution is approved. The 
amendment strengthens the authority of Prince Abdullah 
over the government. The amendment is viewed as a con¬ 
cession by the British Mandate authorities to Prince 
Abdullah. 

25 May 1946 

<*- The Fifth Legislative Assembly holds on extraordinary 
session, it declares Jordan as an independent state with 
King Abdullah, as a constitutional monarch and head of 
stare. 

28 November 1946 

The Fifth Legislative Assembly endorses the new Con¬ 
stitution oF the''country in accordance with the principle of 
the separation of powers. It gives the right of legislation to 
the Parliament and to the King. It also establishes a bi¬ 
cameral system. 

20 October 1947 

*•“ The first Chamber of Deputies is elected according to 
the new constitution and electoral law. On 24 October 
1947 the King announces the names of the nine Senators, 
or half the number of Deputies. 

2 December 1947 

The Chamber of Deputies denounces the United 
Nations resolution to partition Palestine between the Arabs 
and the Jews and calls on the government to confront the 
resolution in coordination with the Arab League. 

12 December 1949 

Amendments to law No. 55 doubting the seats of the 
Chamber of Deputies from 20 to 40 is endorsed. Half of 
the seats are allocated to the West Bank representative. 

20 July 1951 

King Abdullah is assassinated while entering the Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem for prayers. 

6 September 1951 

*•* KingTalal is crowned monarch. 

7 November 1951 

The House of Representatives votes for a new Constitu¬ 
tion to be valid as of 1 January 1952 

2 May 1953 

nr King Hussein succeeds his father King TalaL 

15 May 1953 

*■ King Hussein dismisses the government of Prime Min¬ 
ister Tawfiq Abu Ai Huda and designates Fawzi A1 Mulqi 
to form a new cabinet that includes some elements of the 
opposition in the House of Deputies. 

2 May 1954 

*■ The government of Prime Minister Fawzi Al Mulqi 
resigns, and Tawfiq Abu Al Huda is designated to form a 
new cabinet. 

16 October 1954 

The fourth parliamentary election are held. Wide-scale 
dashes take place following accusations that the Abu Al- 
Huda government rigged the elections to secure the defeat 
of opposition candidates. 14 people are killed and 17 others 
are injured in the clashes which last for several days. 

21 October 1954 

•“ The opposition declares a general strike to protest gov¬ 
ernment intervention in the elections. Later that same 
month. 40 opposition figures, including 26 candidates for 
elections, submit a memorandum to the king calling for the 
dissolution of the House of Representatives. 

13 December 1955 

Haza' Al Majali forms a cabinet in favour of Jordan 
joining the Central Treaty Organization (the Baghdad 
PhctJ. Large-scale disturbances erupt in protest against this 
policy. 

19 December 1965 

*■ The fourth House of Deputies is dissolved and the gov¬ 
ernment of Prime Minister Haza' Al-Majali resigns. A 
transitions government under Ibrahim Hashim is formed 
to supervise new elections. 

26 January 1956 

•*" Prime Minister Samir Al-Rifai* presents his cabinet 
statement and pledges respect for public liberties. 

_ Continued on page 9 


His Majesty King Hussein 

Statesmanship 
throughout the years 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
is the direct descendant of the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) through the male 
line of the Prophet's grandson 
Al Hassan. 

King Hussein's branch of 
the Hashemite family ruled in 
Mecca from 1201 (C.E) until 
1925 (C.E.). His great grandfa- 



The young Hussein with his father, 
King Talal 


ther, Sharif Hussein Bin Aii. 
Emir of Mecca and late' King 
of the Hajaz, led the Great 
Arab Revolt of 1916 against 
Turkish occupation of Arab 
lands, and paved the way for 
the states of the Hejaz. Syria, 
Iraq and Transjordan. 

Sharif Hussein's second son. 
King Abdullah, founded the 
Emirate of Transjordan in 
1921. It assumed the name of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor¬ 
dan upon formal independence 
from Britain on 22 March 
1946. 

King Hussein was bom in 
Amman on 14 November 1935 
to Prince Talal and Princess 
Zein Al Sharaf. He has two 
brothers. Their Royal High¬ 
nesses Prince Muhammad and 
Crown Prince Hassan, and one 
sister. HRH Princess Basma. 


The King completed his ele¬ 
mentary education in Amman, 
and received his secondary 
education at Victoria College 
in Alexandria, Egypt, and at 
Harrow Public School in 
England. 

On 21 July 1951. King 
Abdullah was assassinated at 
Al Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem, 
while attending 
Friday prayers 
with his grandson 
Hussein. As King 
Abdullah's eldest 
son. King Talal. 
was only able to 
rule for a brief 
period due to 
health reasons. 
King Talal's eldest 
son Hussein was 
proclaimed King 
on 11 August 
1952. A Regency 
Council was 
appointed until his 
formal accession to 
the throne on 2 
May 1953. when 
he came of age. 
King Hussein 
attended the Royal 
Military Academy 
at Sandhurst, 
England. 

Over his 40 year 
reign. King Huss¬ 
ein has guided Jor¬ 
dan through sev¬ 
eral regional crises. 
The 1967 War left 
Israel in ' occupa¬ 
tion of the West 
Bank of Jordan 
and East Jerusa¬ 
lem, including Old 
City. The East and West Banks 
of Jordan were united together 
by mutual consent after the 
1948/49 Arab-Israeli war pend¬ 
ing the final resolution of the 
Palestinian problem. King 
Hussein was subsequently 
instrumental in UN Security 
Council Resolution 242, which 
calls for an Israeli withdrawal 
from all captured territory in 
the June 1967 War in exchange 
for peace. This resolution is the 
basis for the current peace 
negotiations. 

King Hussein continued to 
defend the integrity and sove¬ 
reignty of Jordan when an 
Israeli attempt to invade the 
East Bank of the Jordan River 
was repulsed at the Battle of 
Karameh on 2! March 1968. 
and also two years later in Sep¬ 
tember 1970 by ending the sub¬ 


versive and destabilizing acti¬ 
vate of various guerrilla fac¬ 
tions based in Jordan. 

King Hussein has always 
been committed to peace 
through diplomatic resolution 
of conflicts rather than the use 
of armed force. During 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis. King Hussein 
repeatedly attempted to-medi¬ 
ate a peaceful solution to the 
conflict. 

King Hussein has presided 
over the transformation of his 
country from a tribal and 
nomadic society still under 
British colonial influence, to a 
modern state with a complete 
internal infrastructure, and lit¬ 
eracy and education levels that 
are among the highest in the 
developing world. King Huss¬ 
ein is committed to popular 
consultation and participation 
in government and respect for 
human rights. Jordan today is 
internationally recognized as 
having the most exemplary 
human rights conditions in the 
region. 

In 1989, Jordan held its first 
full and free parliamentary 
elections since 1967. Soon 


thereafter. King 
appointed a royal 
commission repre¬ 
senting the entire 
spectrum of Jorda¬ 
nian political 
thought to draft a 
national charter that 
would establish the 
framework for 
democracy and 
political pluralism. 
The National Char¬ 
ter was ratified by 
King Hussein in 
June 1991. 

Since the i 967 
War, King Hussein 
has worked inces¬ 
santly to convene 
on international 
peace conference to 
implement a just, 
comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the 
region based on UN 
Security Council 
Resolutions 242 
and 338. King 
Hussein played a 
pivotal role in the 
convening of the 
Madrid Peace Con¬ 
ference in October 
1991. not only by 
committing Jordan 
to the--peace pro¬ 
cess, but 'also by 


Hussein 


providing an umbrella for the 
Palestinian people to negotiate 
their future as part of a joint 
Jordanian-Palcstinian 
delegation. 

King Hussein married Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 15 
June 1978. They have four 
children: TRH Prince Hamza 
(29 March 1980), Prince 
Has hem (10 June 1981), Prin¬ 
cess Iman (24 April 1983), and 
Princess Raiyah (9 February 
1986. King Hussein also has 
seven children from three pre¬ 
vious marriages: Princess Alia 
(13 February 1956); Prince 
Abdullah (30 January 1962); 
Prince Feisal (II October 
1963); Princess Haya (3 May 
1974); Prince Ali (23 Decem¬ 
ber 1975). In addition. King 
Hussein has an adopted daugh¬ 
ter, Abir Muhaisin. and several 
grandchildren. 

King Hussein is an accom¬ 
plished sportsman in the fields 
of water sports, karate, fencing, 
sluing and tennis. His other 
hobbies include flying, motor¬ 
cycling, race-car driving, and 
amateur radio. He reads exten¬ 
sively on political affairs, his¬ 
tory. international law, military 



Hussein at 16 with King Abdallah, the founder of modem 
Jordan 


science, and aviation. 

King Hussein holds a large 
number of decorations from 
Arab and other countries. 
Many books have been written 
about King Hussein and his 


policies. He himself has written 
three books: Uneasy Lies The 
Head (1962) about his child¬ 
hood and early years as King, 
My War wish Israel (i 969). and 
Mon Metier de Roi {1975). ■ 



His Majesty King Hussein with his family 


Congratulation 







The Management and Staff of 

JORDAN 

PETROLEUM REFINERY 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 


T. Gargour 
& Fils 

Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 


JORDAN ELECTRIC 
POWER 


Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 





alpuacan 

Al- Maaden Trading and 
Marketing Est 

Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 


K JORDAN TOBACCO v > 

W CIGARETS CO. *3 
Presents its warmest ■ * 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 




4 The Management and Staff of 

Jordan Cement 
Factories 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Ammon 


£ SHPPMG ft TRANSPORT 


The Management and Staff of 

Ammon 

Shipping & Transport 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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EVERGREEN EVA AIR 
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GROUP 


The Management and Staff of 

MUNIR SUKHTIAN 
GROUP 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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The Management and Staff of 

Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

An intellectual development 






Continued from page 8 

1 March 1956 

rfr King Hussein makes a decision Arabizing the Jordanian 
army and expelling General John Glubb and a number of 
senior array officers. 

27 October 1956 

«- The King designates Suleiman A1 Nabulsi, leader of the 
National Socialist Party and the head of the largest parlia¬ 
mentary bloc, to form a government. The government is 
formed on the 29th of October 1956 and includes nine 
members of the National Socialist Party, the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party and the National Front, as well as three non- 
party members. 

20 November 1956 

*r The House of Deputies approves the recommendations 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to exchange diplomatic 
relations with the Soviet Union and to take speedy steps to 
revoke the 1948 British-Jordanian treaty. 

13 March 1957 

The British-Jordanian treaty is terminated following 
days of negotiations in February 1957. 

10 April 1957 

*■ The government of Prime Minister Suleiman A1 Nabulsi 
resigns at the King's request following differences between 
- the Royal Palace and the government on Jordan's position 
towards the Eisenhower Doctrine and Jondan-policy 
-towards other Arab countries. 

25 April 1957 

■r Ibrahim Has hem is designated to form a new cabinet 
following the eruption of large-scale disturbances to protest 
. the resignation of Nabulsi's government, and the arrest of 
the “Free Army Officers" after an alleged coup attempt 
The government declares Martial Law, dissolves political 
parties and arrests the leaders of the opposition. 

28 April 1957 

** The extraordinary session of the fifth House of Deputies 
is terminated before its term is complete. 

16 October 1957 

An ordinary session of the fifth House of Deputies is 
convened. The presidium of the House announces the res¬ 
ignation of six deputies of the National Socialist Parry. 

i. Continued on page 10 


HIS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan is the direct 
descendant of the Prophet 
Mohammad (peace be upon 
him) through the male line of 
the Prophet's grandson Al 
Hassan 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
bora in Amman on the 20 
March 1947 to his father 
Prince (later King) Talal and 
his mother Princess (later 
Queen) Zein Al Sharaf. He is 
the youngest brother of His 
Majesty King Hussein of 
Jordan. 

Prince Hassan underwent 
his primary education in Jor¬ 
dan before going to Summer 
fields Preparatoiy School and 
then to Harrow in England. 
He then went on to Christ 
Church, Oxford, from where 
he received a B.A. (Hon.) in 
Oriental Studies in 1967. He 
subsequently received his 
M.A. 

On August 28th 1968, His 
Royal Highness married Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath, who comes from a dis¬ 
tinguished family of the 
Indian Subcontinent. Her late 
father, HE Mr Mohammed 


Ikramullah worked 
closely with the 
founder of Paki- * 
stan, Mohammed 
Ali Jonah, and was 
Pakistan's first 
Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs 
and many times an 
Ambassador. Her 
Royal Highness’ 
mother. Begum 
Shaista Suhra- 
wardy Ikramullah. 
is a writer and Lhe 
first female Mem¬ 
ber of Parliament 
in Pakistan, as well 
as an Ambassador. 

Moreover, Prin¬ 
cess Sarvath's 
paternal uncle was 
Vice-President of 
India, and her 
maternal uncle HM Kini 
was Prime Minis¬ 
ter of Pakistan. 

Their Royal Highnesses have 
four children: Princess 

Rahma (13 August 1969 ( 
Princess Sumaya (14 May 
1971). Princess Badiya (28 
March 1974), and Prince 
Rashid (20 May 1979). 



HM King Hussein with HRH Prince Hassan 


In April 1965, His Royal 
Highness. became Crown 
Prince and Heir to the Hashe¬ 
mite throne of Jordan. Since 
then he has constantly served 
as His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein's closest political advisor. 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan and family. 


deputy and confidant, as well 
as Regent in his absence. 

During this time. Prince 
Hassan has also personally ini¬ 
tiated and directed a number 
of Jordanian and international 
institutes and committees. In 
Jordan, he has 
chaired the 
1973-1975; 
^r-.-s —» 1976-1980: 

I 1981-1985. and 

NalionaJ Deve, ‘ 
itr "J opment Plan 

' Committees. In 

. r f founded the 

Royal Scientific 
Society; in 
1978 lhc Bilad 
Sham Con- 
fere nee; in 1980 
; •" the Aal Al-Bait 

« Hi Foundation; in 

f VHt 1981 the Arab 

Thought 
F° mm: in 1982 
‘ - ' \ the Forum 

\ Humanum 

(renamed, in 
^ 1988, the Arab 

Youth Forum); 
and in 1987 the 
Jordanian 
i Higher Council 

6 for Science and 

jfljMHfe Technology. He 

has also estab- 
»-i ill ml. and 

directed the 
- Islamic Scien¬ 
tific Academy; 



the Biannual Conferences on 
the History and Archaeology 
of Jordan; the Hashemite Aid 
and Relief Agency; the Centre 
for Educational Development; 
the Centre on Refugees in 
Yarraouk University; and 
most recently, the new Aal Ai 
Bail University in Mafraq. 

On the Internationa] stage. 
His Royal Highness, in 1981, 
addressing the 36th Session of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly, proposed the estab¬ 
lishment of a New Interna¬ 
tional Humanitarian Order. 
This led, in 1983. to his found¬ 
ing and co-chairing of the 
Independent Commission on 
International Humanitarian 
Issues (I.C.I.H.I.), whose final 
report he presented in 1987 to 
the Secretary General at the 
42nd General Assembly. 

in the field of religion. His 
Royal Highness initialed a 
series of contacts and meetings 
that evolved into a systematic 
interfaith Dialogue. These con¬ 
sist primarily of three separate, 
albeit complimentary, on-going 
consultations with the Ortho¬ 
dox Centre of the Ecumeniai 
Patriarchate (chambersy), the 
Pontifical Council for Inter- 
religious Dialogue (Vatican) 
and the Independent Commis¬ 
sion on Christian Muslim Rela¬ 
tions (Deanery of Windsor). 

His Royal Highness has paid 
official and working visits to 


numerous nations around the 
world and has received high 
decorations from over 20 coun¬ 
tries. He holds the rank of Hon¬ 
orary General in the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and has been 
awarded Honorary Doctorates 
from the University in Jordan 
and abroad. Further more, in 
March 1987. His Majesty 
King Hussein conferred upon 
His Royal Highness the Al 
Hussein bin Ali Medal, which 
is Jordan's highest decoration. 

His Royal Highness has 
written numerous published 
articles and three books, on 
political and regional issues, 
in various languages. These 
are: a Study on Jerusalem 
(1979), Palestinian Self- 
Determination; A Study on 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip (1981) and Search for 
Peace (1984). His Royal 
Highness speaks fluent Ara¬ 
bic, English and French, has 
studied Hebrew, and under¬ 
stands German and Turkish. 

Heenjoys and promotes 
many kinds of sport, includ¬ 
ing squash, scuba diving, 
swimming, mountaineering 
and skiing, and regularly 
plays polo, representing Jor¬ 
dan in international competi¬ 
tions. He holds a black belt 
fifth Dan in Taekwondo and 
he is a proficient helicopter 
pilot. ■ 
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!Afidoun !ReaC ‘Estate 

Many Villas & Apartments Furnished and 
Unfurnished for Rent & Sale 

1- A beautiful site in Madaba located on 5000 sq.m land 4000 s.m 
building a very good location for a hotel. 

2- A very attractive site 11000 sq.m in Petra over looking Petra 
ancient site for a five star or four star hotel. 

3- A very attractive site 9500 sq .m on the Red Sea very nice 
location beautiful site for a hotel or a restaurant, surrounded by 
roads and sites 

4- A very attractive site 24000sq. m Airport road 25000 m from the 
7th circle over looking the capital surrounded by four roads. 

5- A very attractive site 88000 sq.m near by Dar all Dawa over 
looking the Jordan Valley, Dead Sea and the mountains of the Holly 
Land. 

* Many site available in Amman and in the surrounding for 

investment and resident < 

for more information please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Abdoun, Almouhtoseb Center 
Tel 810605—810608 — 865605 Fax 810520 
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Jordan’s Industry looks to 


the 21st century 


By Pam Dougherty 

Special to The Star 


Continued from page 9 

-2 June 1960 

m- Law No. 24 for 1960, which is the provisional electoral 
law for the House of Representatives is enac t ed. 


27 July 1961 

King Hussein calls for the election of the sixth House of 
Deputies. 

27 November 1962 

The election of the seventh House of Deputies held. 


8 August 1963 

v The House of Deputies is dissolved before the end of 
this constitutional term. 


18 April 1967 

The election for the ninth House of Deputies is held. It is 
the last election witnessed by. the West Bank before occupa¬ 
tion in the June 1967 war. 


23 November 1974 

w Article 72 of the constitution is amended to allow post¬ 
ponement of general elections after dissolving the House, 
for a period of no more than one year, if the cabinet decides 
that it is difficult to conduct elections. The House is dis¬ 
solved by a Royal Decree following the declaration of the 
Rabat Summit recognizing the Palestine Liberation Organi¬ 
zation (PLO) os the sole, legitimate representative of Rdes- 
tinian people. 


4 February 1976 
\ The dissolved ninth House of Deputies is convened by a 
> Royal Decree to look into any amendment to the Constitu- 
; lion. On 7th February, the House is dissolved once again. 


13 April 1978 

«** King Hussein addresses a message to the prime minister 
calling for the formation of a National Consulative Assem¬ 
bly to give advice and counsel to the executive branch. The 
term of the assembly is set two years. 


20 April 1978 

«•“ The first National Consulative assembly is formed with 
60 members under the speakership of Mr Ahmad A1 Lawzi. 


20 April 1980 

«*r The second National Consulative Assembly is formed 
with 60 members under the speakership of Mr. Ahmad Al- 
Thrawneh — ■ 


Continued on page 11 


JORDANIAN INDUSTRY 
has developed slowly over the 
past 50 years but as the 21st 
century looms, the pace of 
development is quickening and 
industrialists are showing a 
new interest in achieving 
world standards and a world 
market. 

■ The coveted ISO 9000 cer¬ 
tificate. a rarity in Jordan 
even two years ago. is now 
becoming a standard goal 
across a range of industries 
while A1 Hikma Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals has just won its first US 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approval making it the 
first Arab pharmaceutical com¬ 
pany allowed to export to the 
massive United States market. 

More new companies are 
also coming in to the market 
with a regional or international 


strategy already in place. Jor¬ 
dan Industrial Resources Co., 
began production of olco- 
chemicals for the manufacture 
of soaps, pharmaceuticals and 
paints just three years ago. 
Now it is already working on a 
strategy to establish itself as 
the regional producer serving 
its own downstream plants in a 
number of neighboring 
countries. 

Eastern Company for Chem¬ 
ical Plants has opened a $I mil¬ 
lion -p]3m producing biological 
detergents for the regional and 
international market. The com¬ 
pany has used its R&D Facili¬ 
ties and the capacities of its 
own steel structures manufac¬ 
turing plant to produce a prod¬ 
uct that it is confident and can 
meet international quality stan¬ 
dards at well below interna¬ 
tional prices. 

Jordan's major minerals 
companies are certainly look- 



The Shidiya phosphate plant looks forward to an even 
brighter future 
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mg towards the next century in 
confident mood. The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Co., (JPMC 
and the Arab Potash Co.. 
(APC) have always had the 
advantage of abundant local 
natural resources. JPMC has 
proven reserves of 900 million 
ions of phosphate at its main 
mine at Shidiya in southern 
Jordan. Dead' Sea potash 
reserves are 2000 million tons 
and other minerals around 
14.000 million tons. 

With a combined annual 
turnover of over JD 300 mil¬ 
lion the two companies already 
provide half of Jordan's indus¬ 
trial export earnings and arc 
major foreign.currency earners, 
and there is little chance that 
their dominant role will dimin¬ 
ish. When its current joint 
ventures go into their second 
year of production JPMC's 
annual earnings alone will be 
boosted by a further JD 140 
'million to close to JD350 
million." 

The two companies are 
using a similar approach to 
their on-going development, 
looking for loans to finance 
expansion of basic production 
capacity, which remains the 
responsibility of the largely 
government-owned parent 
companies, and attracting 
direct foreign investment 
through the establishment of 
separate joint ventures for 
downstream projects. 

While JPMC is moving rap¬ 
idly from its traditional role as 
a producer and exporter of rock 
phosphate, phosphate is still 
the basis of its core business 
and one of its major jobs dur¬ 
ing 1996 will be to complete 
phase one of a major expansion 
program that will push its pro¬ 
duction capacity to 3.5 million 
tons annually. With that done, 
‘the company will move on to a 
second phase that will boost 
production to seven million 
tons annually by 1998-99. 

In its downstream activities 
the company already has two 
joint ventures underway in Jor¬ 
dan. the first with India's 
Southern Petrochemicals 
Industries Corporation (SPIC) 
is a $160 million project for 
production of 200,000 tons of 
phosphoric acid a year at Shi¬ 
diya, in which the Indian com¬ 
pany has a 60 percent interest. 

The second project is the 


Nippon Jor¬ 
dan Chemical 
Co., a joint 
venture with 
APC and a 
consortium of 
the Japanese 
agricultural 
federation 
Zcn-noh, Mit¬ 
subishi Cor¬ 
poration. Mit¬ 
subishi Kasei 
Corporation 
and Asahic 
Industries for 
a 300.000 


tons per year 
compound 
fertilizer and 


ammonium 
phosphates 
project in 
Aqaba, with 
the Japanese 
also having ja 
60 percent 


share. 

JPMC also 
has a 10 per¬ 
cent share 

holding in 3 plant for diammo¬ 
nium phosphate and urea pro¬ 
duction being developed in 
Pakistan by the local Fauji Fer¬ 
tilizer. A, third joint venture 
now under discussion with Nor¬ 
way’s Norsk Hydro, could put 
the existing ventures in the 
shade. The two sides are look¬ 
ing at a $400 million invest¬ 
ment in fertilizers projects in 
both Shidiych and Aqaba in 
which the Norwegians would 
have a majority share. 

APC is also looking to 
expansion and diversification 
to secure its future. It is cur¬ 
rently expanding its basic pot¬ 
ash production capacity from 
1.8 million tons a year to more 
than two million tons before 
2000. The company has also 
started on a $5 million project 
to produce technical grade 
potassium chloride, which like 
the potash expansion, is being 
handled directly by the 
company. 

Most of APC’s downstream 
projects will be handled 
through a holding company, the 
Jordan Dead Sea Industrial Co., 
which it has established jointly 
with JPMC and government 
institutions. -An early project 
Tor a salt production plant was 
carried out by APC directly and 
then hived-off later as a separ- 
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Loading phosphate at Aqaba port 


share holding provide servicing for high volt- 

age motors for JPMC APC and I# 
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ate public 
company. 

APC has recently issued 
design tenders for new $100 
million magnesium oxide plant 
and is also working on a joint 
venture with Israel for a $50 
million bromine plant. At the 
same time the Jordan Dead Sea 
Industrial Co., is going ahead 
with the establishment of a new 
chemical complex in Aqaba 
that will include a 75,000 ton 
per year potassium sulphate 
unit and a 40.800 ton per year 
dicalcium phosphate unit. 

As major players in the 
development of southern Jor¬ 
dan. both JPMC and APC are 
also conscious of the need to 
support new non-minerals 
industrial ventures that will 
strengthen the productive 
capacity of the area and gener¬ 
ate new job opportunities. In 
1994 they joined with the Jor¬ 
dan Cement Factories Co., to 
form the Jordan Investment and 
Southern Development Co. 

The company has now suc¬ 
ceeded in attracting the partici¬ 
pation of Asea Brown Boveri 
in an industrial service com¬ 
pany. Th* company. ABB 
Southern Development and 
Industrial Equipment Ltd will 
establish a workshop in Aqaba 
to manufacture spare pans and 
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their machines 
servicing. 

JPMC is also shareholder in 
the Consulting and Contracting 
for Industrial Projects fCQfl 
which has plans to launch three 
new public share holding com- 1 
panics to provide spare parts for i 
Jordan's minerals industries. It./tpi*; 1 
has also taken a founding share;<>[ 
in the Jordanian Mining Invest- 1 
merits Co., which will exploit a, 
range of minerals resources and r .-. v; : 
is also a partner in a private 1 .^; ^/- 
share holding company estab-:r r. v 
lished in 1994 to produce gypC^J 
sum plaster. 

After a decade and a half of. ’ 

heavy investment to expand^^ p 
basic production capacity.' 
together with a successful diver-' 
sification into a range of down¬ 
stream activities. JPMC and 
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APC are already the two largest 
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mining and minerals ventures in aJi v " 
the Middle East- With the new 
projects coming on stream they 
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should establish themselves rvJ 

major players on the world 


minerals scene, offering Jordal *™^., T-; 
the opportunity for new joW w -«F<f-!-i o " ■- 
exports earnings and a growing" U-'-: l - 
level of industrial skills into th dWl ^ ; ' j- 
next century, and beyond .■ 
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Amman in pictures 
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A modem view of Amman 
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Al Husseini Mosque is the oldest Muslim 
shrine in downtown Amman 
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King Abdallah Mosque dominates scene 
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Continued from page 10 

28 April 1982 

m- The chird National Consulaiive Assembly is formed with 
75 members under the speakership of Mr. Suleiman Arar. 

9 January 1984 

nr A Royal Decree is issued reinstating the dissolved ninth 
House of Deputies and introducing a new amendment to 
Article 73 of the Constitution whereby a revived House shall 
be regarded as a new House. 

18 January 1984 

*■ The election of seven deputies is held to replace deputies 
from West Bank constituencies whose seats became vacant 
as a result of death, separation or resignation through direct 
supplementary elections. 

27 March 1986 

nr The House of Representatives approves a new electoral 
law. Law No. 22 of 1985. The law is widely criticized by 
opposition parties and trade union leaders. 

22 October 1987 

n- A Royal Decree is issued extending the term of the 10th 
House of Representatives as of 17 January 1988. 

30 August 1988 

nr A Royal Decree is issued dissolving Lhe 10th House of 
Deputies which coincided with the administrative and legal 
disengagement from the West Bank which had been occu¬ 
pied since 1967. 

1 October 1988 

nr A new Royal Decree is issued postponing the election of 
the 11 th House of Deputies. 

16 April 1989 

Provisional Law No. 14 of 1989 is issued amending Elec¬ 
toral Law No. 22 of 1986. 

17 April 1989 

nr Large-scale disturbances and protests are staged in Maan 
in southern Jordan extending to neighboring districts in the 
following days. The disturbances and protests turned into an 
all-out popular political movement demanding the abroga¬ 
tion of Martial Law, allowing the freedom of party and polit¬ 
ical activities, free general elections and the combatting of 
corruption. 

24 April 1989 

n-' The king dismisses the government of Prime Minister 
Zaid AI-Rifai and designates Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker to form 
a new government. The king requests die new government 
. to prepare for new general elections at the end of 1989. 

8 August 1989 

** Provisional Law No. 23 of 1989 amending Electoral Law 
No. 22 and the electoral constituency in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives is issued. It was the law according to which the 8 
November 1989 elections took place. 

8 November 1989 

nr The 11th House of Representatives' elections are held 
with the informal participation of existing parties. It is the 
firet election since the June 1967 war and is re-stricted to the 
East Bank of Jordan. 

9 April 1990 

*• A Royal Decree is issued forming a royal commission to 
draft the National Charier consisting of 60 members repre¬ 
senting the various political, party and social institutions 
under the chairmanship of former Prime Minister Ahmed 
Obcidat. 

9 June 1991 

nr The Jordanian National Charter is approved by a general 

Conlinued on page 12 



The lovely black gives 
energy to Jordanians 


Operating GSM cellular 
phone service in Amman 


FIFTEEN PIASTERS buy 
more than a drink, it offers a 
taste of the essential lubricant 
of everyday life in Jordan. 

Even if you have just 
arrived in Jordan, you can't 
have failed to notice the impor¬ 
tant role coffee plays in daily 
life. It's everywhere you look: 
in Lhc lobby of your hotel, 
there's very likely a Bedouin 
serving coffee. Stop by a small 
shop and you’ll likely be 
offered a cup within minutes. 
And no business meeting 
seems complete without 
repealed offers of the lovely 
black. 

Besides restaurants, coffee 
houses and hotels, there are 
hundreds of places in Amman 
where coffee is sold on the 
street. You may have noticed 
them downtown; often little 
more than an open doorway, 
with tall gleaming pois full 
off.... “well, coffee, I guess,” 
yqu conclude, wishing you 
could read the signs, with their 
elegant Arabic script. Perhaps 
you've seen the coffee-vendors 
ply their trade near lhc souq— 
from makeshift tables (street 
trading is technically illegal), 
the same silver pots dispense 
the steaming brew. You may 
even have smiled at a giant 
coffee-pot towering over a tiny 
port-a-cabin at the side of the 
motorway, where passing 
motorists screech to a halt for a 
cup. 

No doubt they need it to 
brace themselves for the 
Amman traffic. But these cof¬ 
fee places are everywhere. Is 
coffee simply Jordan's equiva¬ 
lent of the Big Mac? 

Or is there more to this than 
meets the eye? 

Now, if your're like us, you 
can't resist a mystery. So 
you'll understand that wc just 
had to get to the bottom of this 
love-affair Jordanians have 
with coffee. We had questions 
and we wanted answers. Why 
is coffee so important? What's 
that unusual, indefinable taste? 
And do they serve decaf? 

Taking our courage in both 
hands and, to be honest, taking 
our taxi driver along as inter- 
preter-—we set oul to find the 
answers in the street coffee 
stalls of Amman. And what a 
trek this trip turned out to be! 

Stopping at one of those 
roadside stands, decorated with 
coloured lights and Coca-Cola 
stickers (though they actually 


only sell—sshhhl—lhc other 
one), we step up to two shiny 
pots, .tended by three young 
men in green jackets. 

“How much is a coffee? we 
ask. The question instantly 
marks us as foreigners (though 
the blond hair and blue eyes 
may also be something of a 
give away), for every Jorda¬ 
nian knows a coffee costs 15 
piasters. They don't event 
bother marking the price any¬ 
where on the stand. A glass of 
lea is 10 piasters, but then tea 
is for wimps. 

“OK. two coffee please." 
Wc frantically son through a 
handful of nearly identical, vir¬ 
tually illegible coins. 



“Sukkar or no sukkar! 
comes back Lhe question. Deci¬ 
sions, decisions—wc actually 
prefer our coffee very slightly 
sweetened. Luckily, “little 
sukkar" is also on the menu: a 
mixture from one pot (unsweet¬ 
ened coffee) and the other 
(supersweet) is poured into a 
tiny, handle-less cup. 

The pouring and presenta¬ 
tion is performed as a delicate 
ritual. The pot is tilted over and 
a thin stream of brown gold 
jumps into the gently fluted, 
white, green and gold bowl. 
Held between two fingers, with 
the others raised, the blow is 
proffered as if a jewel. 

A truckload of chickens 
thunders incongruously past. 

The cup really holds no more 
than a sip or two—but what 
sips! Rich. hot. sweet and aro¬ 
matic with the scent of the 
East, the flavor thrills the nos¬ 
trils as much as the tongue. 
This is not like coffee at home. 

Indeed not, Jordanian coffee 
is Arabic coffee at its best: 
dark, strong and heavily 
scented. Americans, used io 
that coffee-scented brown 
water they drink across the 


Atlantic, have been known to 
wince at the first sip. Euro¬ 
peans. who have more coffee 
stamina, sliii find the Jordanian 
brew takes some time getting 
used to. It's designed to be 
drunk black, and most locals 
take it with plenty of sugar. 
Just a couple of tiny cups will 
deliver a caffeine and sugar 
buzz (hat lasts for hours. Won¬ 
derful, but definitely not rec¬ 
ommended just before 
bedtime! 

Once past the shock of its 
strength, however, Jordanian 
coffee intrigues. Its spicy, 
almost smoky aroma has a 
familiar, but hard-to-place bou¬ 
quet. Just what do they put in 
this stuff? The 
secret ingredient 
turns out to be 
cardamom. 

Small beige 
pods full of tiny 
black seeds—a 
familiar sight to 
anyone who's 
eaten Indian 
curry— 

cardamom fiats 
in the coffee as 
it brews, lending 
the distinctive, 
exotic scent to 
the rich black 

beverage. 

The cardamom discovery is 
just the start of our lessons in 
coffee. Jordanians ore particu¬ 
lar about their coffee, and in 
their opinion, the best comes 
from Brazil. The dark-roasted 
beans arc rarely brewed at the 
coffee stand: instead, a strong 
brew is made elsewhere—often 
at home, in the owner's kitchen 
—and brought to the stand in 
metal containers. There, the 
coffee is poured imo the tall sil¬ 
ver pots, and diluted a little if 
necessary. 

The coffee pots have an 
ingenious design, and the out¬ 
sides are often elaborately dec¬ 
orated with hammered patterns. 
Into this outer container is 
poured the coffee, but an inner 
core running the full height of 
the pot is filled with slow- 
burning coals, which keep the 
beverage piping hot. There’s a 
ring-shaped lid for the coffee 
compartment, and one like a 
lower—complete with minaret¬ 
like finial—for the coal tube. 
An elegant curved spout 
ensures the coffee exits in a del¬ 
icate arc. Looking into the top 
of the pot, we can see the green- 


Elena’s, a distinctive name in fashion 


ELENA'S BOUTIQUE In Jabd Luweib- 
deh. was established in 1995, with the in¬ 
tention of being the first boutique in Jor¬ 
dan to specialize in European fashion for 
wedding dresses and ac¬ 
cessories. However, “like 
all b usiness organiza¬ 
tions,” says Mr Nader 
Nuqul, general manager 
of Elena’s, “we are al¬ 
ways looking for expan¬ 
sion.” 

The boutique has two 
floors, the first is for 
wedding gowns and ac¬ 
cessories, formal, and 
cocktail dresses, and 
lingerie. The second floor, is for women’s 
c asna l wear and shoes. There is also a 
men’s department, which includes suites, 
jackets, shirts, ties, shoes. 

- The bontique offers designer range 
from fashion houses in Europe such as 


Nina Ricti, Mila Schon, Christian Uinards, 
Iceberg, Byblos and FendL 
“Our aim at Elena's boutique is to provide 
our clients with a wide range of chokes,” says 
Mr Nuqul. 

“As we well know, Am¬ 
man is a very limited 
market and we cannot af¬ 
ford to have every body 
wearing the same thing 
its not our image.” 

Elena’s had a fashion 
show at the Hotel In- 
ter.ContinentaJ last 
month. Mr Nnqul said 
this was very successful 
“in the sence that we 
have managed to help some needy students, 
because all proceeds went to charity, and of 
course, it was good publicity for us.” 

The policy or Elena’s is two have two fash¬ 
ion shows a year: one Tor the summer collec¬ 
tion and one for the winter fashionsJi 
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grey cardamom pods, soaked 
and swollen, bobbing like ducks 
on a moonlit pond. 

One last sip. We stand, 
savoring both the taste and the 
moment. Two cars puli up in 
quick succession, and each 
driver buys a cup. One of them 
is a regular, but has a new car. 
which demands admiring. 

A bus stops in mid-lane and 
the driver runs over for coffee, 
which he takes with him by a 
tiny plastic cup. Two women 
almost fall out of a car full of 
shopping bags, and stagger 
over for a caffeine fix. 

“About 300 cups a day." this 
trio of friendly, efficient coffee 
vendors estimate they sell. 
“More in the morning, and 
more io men. though many 
women stop for a quick cup 
too." Some people take a glass 
of cold water as a chaser, others 
may buy a soft drink to go. The 
stand also offers tea often drunk 
with a spring of mint, and very 
refreshing too—as well as a few 
simple snacks. But it's clear 
that these are mere diversions 
from the serious hu si ness of 
coffee. 

Of course, coffee is much 
more than a drink. To lhe Jorda¬ 
nians. it's a symbol of hospital¬ 
ity—quickly offered and rarely 
refused, it's a pick-me-up. too. 
especially for the many who 
work long hours and a six-day 
week. And it’s a shared pleas¬ 
ure—an excuse for sitting or 
standing still for a moment, for 
enquiring after one's compan¬ 
ion's health, exchanging gossip, 
planning the day's adventures. 

In these small social sips. Jor¬ 
danian coffee is not just the 
drink that keeps people going, 
but also the drink that brings 
people together. So if you're 
tired of playing the tourist, 
counting Corinthian columns, 
marvelling at mosaics or hang¬ 
ing round the hotel... and you're 
looking for an authentic but no¬ 
sheep's eyes-please taste of Jor¬ 
danian real-life, here's our 
recommendation.... 

Stop by the nearest coffee 
stand, pick out 16 piasters from 
that pocketful of change you've 
been accumulating, and uy a 
cup. It may not help you pene¬ 
trate the soul of the East. But it 
will reveal the answer to that 
last burning question: 

No, they don't serve decaf.B 

Io Jordan 


Jordan Mobile Telephone Services 


THE JORDAN I 

Mobile Telephone *—i 

Services, (Fast Link) 7" '/ 

introduces the most /7 r 

up-to-dale communi- L/‘“ ^ 

cation technologies \C j-Lf / CXSSiiflK 

represented by the 

new system of the Jordan MotOe Telephone Services 
mobile Phones (GSM) 
and the Motorola. 

Since it was granted a government license in 1994. Fast 
Link was able to finish working in the first stage of cellular 
communications inside the kingdom spreading over 
Amman, Madaba, As salt. Az Zarqa and A1 Aqaba. Celluulr 
stations were built in the mentioned areas to receive all 
waves easily and clearly. The system transfers the signal 
during the phone call from the closest cell found on one of 
the towers distributed within the working area to other cells 
without interruption or stop take into consideration the 
mountainous nature of Amman. 

The team of Lhe Jordan Company for Mobile Phones ser¬ 
vices Fast Link, nearly 150 employees, exerted all efforts to 
bring this project imo existence. They took upon themselves 
to work constantly to finish the rest of (hen required stages 
according to the set program for this reason in its second 
and third stages. The cellular service in Jordan will help min¬ 
imize the increasing demand on phone service as a result of 
the Industrial and touristic development that Jordan is wit¬ 
nessing these days. 

in accordance with the high demand on cellular phones 
the company expanded the net to cope with a greater num¬ 
ber of Subscribers. The company also established a services 
centre working all day to answer any questions and offer 
help to subscribers. ■ 


Abdoun Real Estate 
continues to expand 

REAL ESTATE is a fast growing business in Jordan 
and Abdoun Real Estate is one of the country’s suc¬ 
cessful and continuously expanding companies in 
this field. 

“We played a big role in the Golf War, by helping 
many of those who came from Kuwait to relocate in 
Amman.” Mr Wael AI Ja’abari, General Manager of 
Abdoun Real Estate in Amman said. 

Part of the work of Abdoun Real Estate is to help 
Embassies in Jordan to find venues for their reloca¬ 
tion and to assist diplomatic missions in the country. 

Mr Al Ja’abari said “we work with several big 
banks here in Jordan for the purposes of appraisal. 
We appraise the properties of people who apply for 
loans, and then when we give our evaluation, loans 
are then administered.” “We have worked hard in 
the last five years to give the best service and we will 
keep doing it with honesty as our key to success.” 

“We are thinking of opening branches in Aqaba, 
and in the West Bank, most probably In Ramaliali.” 

“Long term financing for real estate hardly exists 
in Jordan, I think the maximum is 10 years. We 
should implement the concept of mortgage which 
exists in the rest of the world, in this country. This 
would help the buyer to purchase real estate and the 
financing institute to make money,” Mr Al Ja'ahari 
said. ■ 


The Ahmed Issa Murad 
Co is ideal to shop around 


AMMAN (Star)—Ahmed 
Issa Murad and Sons Co., 
Samsung agents in Jordan, 
held a press conference at 
Jordan InterContinental 
Hotel last week. The con¬ 
ference was attended by the 
representatives of the Sam¬ 
sung company in Jordan 
and Korea. The meeting 
was also attended by Mr 
Ahmed Issa Murad, chair¬ 
man of the Board of 
Ahmed Issa Murad Co.. 
General Manager Wael 
Murad, Manager of Plan- ^ 
ning and Marketing Saker " 
Said, Export Manager of a 
Samsung Electronics, Mr I 
H.K. Kim and the Regional ' 
Manager of Amman 
regional office of Samsung L - 
Mr Sang Kyung Park . 

Mr Ahmed Issa Murad 
thanked the audience for com¬ 
ing and hoped to further the 
cooperation with Samsung. 
Wad Murad explained that the 
company is the only one 
accredited in Jordon by the 
Samsung Electronic Company. 
He added that Samsung Elec¬ 
tronics is one of the biggest 14 
companies in the world. The 
sales of Samsung electronics in 
1995 amounted to S8Q billion a 
24% increase over 1994. It 
owns 314 working offices oper¬ 
ating outside Korea in 65 
countries. 

Mr Mussallam Tumeizi. the 





executive manager of Ahmed 
issa Murad Co., said ‘Today we 
introduce the most updated 
inventions of Samsung like 
Zoom’s TV with its three mod¬ 
els which have special features 
to distinguish them from the 
rest in the market: 

■ 100 channel 
programmable 

■ Zooming 

■ Child lock 

■ Help message: This feature 
helps consumers in programing 
and directs their attention if 
Lhere are mistakes in the pro¬ 
cess. It presents the instructions 



during programing in Arabic 
and English. 

Refrigerators: 

The company developed a 
new technology for cooling 
inside the refrigerator to keep 
the food fresh for a long lime, 
this is done through complete 
isolation and distribution of the 
cold air to ail comers in the 
Refrigerator. 

This new way depends on 
moving cold air in n circular 
movement to preserve it inside 
the refrigerator and the hot one 
outside. By following this tech¬ 
nique. the new refrigerator holds 
no longer the cancelled comeis 
used in the old-system 
— refrigerators. 

This leads to a kind of 
cooling four times faster 
than the normal one. It 
keeps food fresh longer than 
3-5 times cooling found in 
other refrigerators. It also 
prevents air leak by using an 
isolating system that docs 
not depend on screws to fix 
the casket but on compres¬ 
sion. All those qualities 
save energy at a 24£> levs 
than old models. 

Washing Machines: 

Samsung washing 
machines are considered the 
most popular in Jordan and 
world markets. 

Ahmed Issa Murad Co„ 
always seeks quality at suit¬ 
able prices making its prod¬ 
ucts widely circulated and 
demanded. The company is 
the only one that has main¬ 
tenance and service centers 
in Amman and the rest of 
the country. ■ 
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By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 



Continued from page JO 

congress held in the presence of King Hussein. The charter 
lays down the hasis of political action in Jordan in accordance with 
the principles of pluralism. dcmocnKy and the separation of powers. 


1 September 1992 

«- The Law on Political Parties No. 22 for 1992 is issued in accor¬ 
dance with the Constitution, ft is the first law on parties since the 
1955 Parties' Law was suspended in April 1957. The new law pro¬ 
vides the legal umbrella for the licensing of the already established 
political parties and the formation of new ones. 


VISITORS TO the Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan t'CBJ) may have unwittingly been 
helping to keep one of Jordan's least 
known attractions, a well kept secret. 
For hidden in the maze of corridors of 
the Central Bank lies hidden treasures 
which until recently have gone 
unnoticed. 

Each day for over six years, the CBJ 
has been operating a museum displaying 
the various types of coins associated 
with Jordanian history. Through exhibits 
dating back to Greek times, the museum 
chronicles the various civilizations 
which inhabited Jordanian soil as well as 


the coins they used. 

The museum currently exhibits over 
2.300 coins highlighting three major cat¬ 
egories: coins struck in Jordanian mints. 
Nabatcaen. Decapolis and Early 
Umayyad: series of Islamic coins from 
the Arab-Byzantine period at the end of 
the first century of Hegira to the rise of 
the Ottoman Empire seven hundred years 
later; and Hushimite coins from Hijaz. 
Syria. Iraq and Jordanian coins issued by 
the Jordanian Currency Board (dated 
from 1949) and the Central Bank since 
its establishment. 

Beginning with the Fifth century Greek 
period, visitors will be taken on a jour¬ 
ney spanning some 2.5U0 years as they 
tour Roman. Byzantine and early Islamic 


An Islamic silver dirham 
struk during the Abbasid 
dynasty in Madinat al-Salam 
in the year 321 A. JR. 


A Roman copper coin struk 
in (Philadelphia) Amman 
diving the reign of Marcus 
Aurelius (161-180 A.D.) 
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coins, past Umayyad and Abbasid coins, 
up to present day circulating and com¬ 
memorative Jordanian coins. Also 
included in the exhibition arc the various 
Islamic coins of the Mongol Khans 
(1256-1336) and Ottoman (1517-1917) 
periods. Many very rare pieces, some of 
them unique specimens from a historic 
and religious point of view, are included. 

The Bank views the museum as an 
opportunity lor locals and Foreigners 


alike to learn about the rich history of 
ancient and recent coins. 

Recently the Central Bank opened -a 
side entrance in an effort to build public 
awareness, it hopes that in addition to 
students, who comprise the largest single 
group of visitors, the entrance will 
attract transients from all walks of life. 

The museum is located on the museum 
level and is currently open to the public 
daily (except Friday and Tuesday) from 
09:00 until J4.00. ■ 
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17 April 1993 

nr The Press and PtiWicactions Law No. 10 for 1993 is issued. 1 l is 
the fust publications tow to te issued after the 1973 Publications 
Law. 


Desert castles represent 


4 August 1993 

•nr A Royal Decree is issued dissolving the Nth House of 
Representatives. 


17 August 1993 

*•" A new tow is issued amending Electoral Law No. 22 ofl986. the 
law includes amendments to certain article to apply the principle of 
"one-person, one-vote.” The amendment caused large-scale opposi¬ 
tion by Islamist. Pan-Arabist and leftist panics and professional trade 
unions. 


the mysteries of history 


8 November 1993 

Elections tor the 12th House of Representatives arc held with the 
participation of 19 out of 20 licensed parties up to that date. 


26 October 1994 

The Wadi Arab peace treaty between Jordan and Israel is signed. 


17 November 1994 

*r The Jordanian House of Representatives endorses the 
Jordanian-fsraeli peace treaty by 55 votes to 23. 


AS IF Lhc wonders of nature 
are not enough. Jordan's 
deserts are dotted with 
ancient castles. farming 
estates, forms, hunting lodges 
and caravanserai. Widely var¬ 
ied in function, architectural 
style and creative embellish¬ 
ment. most were the domain 
of Omayyad princes in the 
first half of the 8th Century. 

Qusair Amra is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Its inter¬ 


ior walls and ceilings arc cov¬ 
ered with lively frescoes, and 
two of the rooms are paved 
with colourful mosaics. The 
black basalt fort at Azraq. in 
continuous use since Roman 
times, was the headquarters 
of Lawrence of Arabia during 
the Arab Revolt. Also there is 
Qasr A! Hallabat. Qasr Kharu- 
nuh and Qasr Mushattu. 

For those fascinated by 
Crusader legends and lore, a 


second group of castles hcck- 
ons. The scenic King’s High¬ 
way is an historic road stretch¬ 
ing From Amman to Aqaba, 
and littered with the remains 
of Crusader forts and out¬ 
posts. The most important 
among these arc Kerak and 
Shobak. 

Approaching Kerak. you 
pass first through Wadi Mujib. ■ 
a precipitous canyon 1000 
meters deep, guaranteed to set 
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the mood for your visit. The 
fort itself is a dark maze of 
stone-vaulted halls and end¬ 
less passageways. The best 
preserved arc underground, 
with access through a locked 
door. The castle in itself is 
more imposing than beauti¬ 
ful—though it is all the more 
impressive as an example of 
the Crusaders’ architectural 
military genius. Each strong¬ 
hold was built to be a day ’5 
journey from its neigh¬ 
bor. At night, a beacon 
was lit at each castle to 
signal to Jerusalem that 
it was safe. 

Kerak’s most 

famous occupant was 
Reyna Id dc Chalillon. 
whose reputation for 
treachery, betrayal and 
brutality is 

unsurpassed. 

When Baldwin II 
died, his son. a 13- 
year-old leper, sued for 
peace with Saladin. 
The Leper King, how¬ 
ever. died without an 
heir, and in stepped de 
Chatillon. who suc¬ 
ceeded in winning the 
hand of Stephanie, the 
wealthy widow of 
Kerak’s assassinated 
regent. He promptly 
defied the truce with 
Saladdin, who returned 
with a huge army, 

. ‘ ready for war. Dc Cha¬ 
tillon and King Guy of 
• -• Jerusalem led the Cru- 
'3 1 sadcr forces and suf- 



The best selling car. 

y Excelent fuel economy 
J Surprisingly roomy 
(/Smooth modern design 
(/Excellent value for money 
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fered a massive defeat. De 
Chatillon was taken prisoner 
and beheaded by Saladin. 
marking the beginning of the 
decline in Crusader fortunes. 

The castle was enlarged 
with a new west wing added 
by the Ayyaubids and 
Mamluks. 

A lonely reminder of former 
Crusader glory is Shobak Cas¬ 
tle. fess than an hour north of 
Petra. Once called “Mount 
Real," Shobak dates from the 
same turbulent period. It is 
perched on the side of a 
mountain, with a grand sweep 
of fruit trees below. The cas¬ 
tle’s exterior is impressive, 
with a forbidding gate and 
encircling walls three layers 
thick. Despite the precautions 
of its builder, the fortress fell 
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appear on the castle wall. : AKiins the nerv ^ 
Much of the rugged desert ^ 
terrain is an ideal habitat for do the -ork 

wildlife. Sinai rose finches. ua -> p “*d:e , s 
desert larks and redstarts can 
be sighted in Rum. and sap---£ IiVh.iX." 
phire-blue kingfishers in umracPOR mcA 7- 

Hammamat Ma’in. The ^ achieved 

mountain gazelle, hyena, fox L 

and ibex are still common in -3^,^ i realm ^.“ c " 
the Wadi Araba, while the hemipfesi^ \r'* 
Shaumari Reserve is breeding ^ 
and releasing into the w *^ - ' er > her.- 

the oncc-plentiful Arabian 5 El 

oryx, the ostrich and the Syr- ' %bi\ na en, 'f£ 
fan wild ass. ■ 
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OPEN AN account for 

you and your family. At 

Beitna you have the right f 1 

to deposit and withdraw *nlf 

money until 7 pm. H H ^ 

Baitna. Beit Al Mai H R ■ 

For Saving and Invest- || H M n 

merit For Housing is an B S HB H 

investment institution 1 B H H 

which was established to In U ■ 

fulfil the needs of people B H iH H 

interested in investing M-S ^ IH pJ 

money and their savings WpU^*^ 

according to Sharia law. 

Baitna. which is ofFi- • . 

daily licensed, follows rvPllTl^ 
ihr most feasible way to 1 J t/j LllCt 
develop investors" 
savings. 

Bcitna’5 savings and properties constitute a working capi¬ 
tal which is invested by the company on the basis of a simple 
partnership and/or speculation and/or according to the depos¬ 
itor s interest. Returns arc distributed in accordance with the 
amount of subscribing shares. 

. Beima invests in projects of high feasibility and profuabil* 
jjy s cmng the needs of the community. The company works 
hand in hand with public-sector companies in building suita¬ 
ble houses, industrial and commercial business centers and 
touristic constructions. Beitna works hard to help Jordanians 
build a good future for themselves and supports other eco¬ 
nomic projects. 

Beitna is a financial, rcai-esutc and stock company. The 
investments arc made according to Sharia law. 

The company maintains constant contacts with lawytf* 
concerning the validity of its working practices to ensure the 
legitimacy of investments. 

Beitna s capital,, savings, finances, projects and lands 
always arc guaranteed. The company is licensed by the Jof* 
dan Central Bank. ! 

Returns are defined on the basis of the output of lcgitimp* 
projects. Savings have made in previous years exceeded nine 
percent. . 

The Company's work requires experience and high quality 
that meet every taste and suits different incomes. Its credit' - i 
ity enabled it to continue work for development and keep U P 
with changes. 

The company offers its banking and real-estate ser*ic cs ; 
from 8 am till 7 pm. ■ 
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Margaret McKay 

A friend of the Arabs and champion 

of Palestinian rights 
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By Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 

SHE WAS probably the best friend the 
Palestinians and Arabs ever had in the 
West, during the sixties. Befittingly, she 
was buried in an inlerfaith funeral at the 
Unun El Nar Cemetery in Abu Dhabi. 
Margaret McKay had a long career in 
politics and was a person that was will¬ 
ing to rebel in order to change things for 
the better. 

Bom in Lancashire to a landowners 
family, she left school at the age 14. She 
started working as a clerk at the local 
Accrington Observer newspaper. At age 
16 , she, with her step-father, mother, 
brothers moved to New Bedford, Mass, 
in the United States; the trip would later 
change her life forever. She had two 
jobs but still managed to go to an 
school in the evening. Experiencing a 
totally free democratic and open life, 
she felt dismayed and became very dis¬ 
turbed when her mother decided that 
they would move back to England. 

McKay spent the next 43 years im¬ 
mersed in politics, working for labors' 
and humanitarian rights. She first es¬ 


poused the socialist ideology but soon 
after that became disillusioned by it. 
She was to be disillusioned again, spe¬ 
cifically by the democratic system of 
the United Kingdom that couldn't man¬ 
age to provide a wide platform for her 
opinions. 

In 1953 McKay wrote an autobiogra¬ 
phy titled Generation in Revolt. She 
talked about the heritage of her line¬ 
age's participation in politics. In 1929. 
and 22 years old, she lead the Bradford 
hunger march of the textile workers to 
London. During the World War II, she 
organized the Civil Service Clerical As¬ 
sociation to persuade workers to do 
whatever is possible to win the war. 

A year later, she wrote Women in 
Trade Union History after being ap¬ 
pointed Chief Woman Officer of the 
Trade Union Congress in 1951. Prior to 
that, she held the same position at the 
Transport and General Workers Union. 
She was also responsible for the settle¬ 
ment of the Polish and German workers 
after the second world war. 

Her involvement in the Palestinian 
cause and (he Arab world came after a 
visit to Iran in 1965, shortly after being 


elccied as the Labour Member of Parlia¬ 
ment for Clapham. Her trip to Iran was 
by appointment. Realizing her career in 
the British Trade Union Congress, she 
represented Britain at the United Na¬ 
tions Status of Women Commission. 

On her trip, she met many Arab wom¬ 
en who told her about the unrightful oc¬ 
cupation of Palestinian territories by the 
Israelis and the status of the refugees 
and dislocated Palestinians. She was un¬ 
aware of the specific details of the his¬ 
torical events that took place and had 
shared the British public’s view at the 
time. Being moved by what she saw 
while visiting the camps of refugees in 
Iordan, she went back to England and 
started the Angle-Jordan Association, a 
parliamentary group. 

McKay met Sheikh Zayed of Abu 
Dhabi having prepared a reception for 
him. She showed him some of the pic¬ 
tures from the refugee camps and parts 
of shrapnel bombs taken out of civil¬ 
ians' bodies. The Sheikh was moved 
and worked with McKay to try and 
create a greater awareness of Lhe plight 
of the Palestinians. 

Sheikh Zayed and McKay founded 


the Abu Dhabi Campaign Center and 
presented an exhibition, films and pho¬ 
tographs of the refugees in Jordan. The 
exhibition was held in Piccadilly, Lon¬ 
don and stirred much controversy. Be¬ 
cause of her work, she met severe oppo¬ 
sition from pro-Zionist movements in 
Britain. She was the subject to smears 
as several newspapers called her anti- 
Semitic. and tied her to the anti- 
Semitism of fascist Germany. 

She faced up to opposition. Mckay 
wanted io tell the world that Arabs were 
Semites and that she only wanted to tell 
people about the refugee camps. The 
smear campaigns of the Zionists didn't 
stop McKay from pursuing what she 
started. She wanted to start a cultural 
and information center that would show 
what happened to the Palestinians, write 
about them, and be a center for Arab 
studies. The project finally collapsed 
when sfje. her daughter and her grand¬ 
son had to leave England. She had been 
receiving death threats and ignored 
them. But latter, she became frightened 
when the threats were extended to her 
daughter and grandson. 

The Arab and Islamic world offered 
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The Jordan Refugee Exibition at London’s Piccadilly in 1968 


them refuge. She eventually settled in 
Abu Dhabi, where Sheikh Zayed provid¬ 
ed for her accommodation much the 
same as he did for the rest of his people, 
as was in the time-honored Arab Bedou¬ 
in tradition. Her daughter and grandson 
took refuge in Jordan. McKay was to be 
disillusioned for Lhe last time'having be¬ 
come a refugee herself. 

In Abu Dhabi. McKay, 63 years old 
having quit her parliamentary career, 
turned to writing political" articles, 
books and historical volumes. She also 
helped with what she could in building 


the state as the British were pulling out. 
As a way of showing her gratitude to the 
hospitality of Abu Dhabi, she wrote 
Middle Eastern Legacy. "A Calendar": 
30.000 Years of Middle Eastern History 
(which is to be released). Her books in¬ 
clude Timeless Arabia, Electronic Ara¬ 
bia, and Gulf Saga (which is to be re¬ 
leased). ■ 

Mckay was an MP in the British gov¬ 
ernment 1965-1970, she passed away in 
Abu Dhabi on March 1. at the age 89. 
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Method of relieving tension 
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V By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

1. . Special to The Star 

- ACUPUNCTURE IS an 
ancient ait. While sticking to its 
basic principles, it has devel¬ 
oped different theories through 

.its centuries-old evolution. The 
; latest “therapeutic functional 
-jjjea ric stimulation," method is 
.-1 m- known in the fields of 
^^miotherapy and 

tjp^jflitarion. 

' ri&r_Nabil El Madi, director- 
general of the Chinese Medical 
^Ceriter^says that the Chinese 
have developed a highly effec¬ 
tive method. 

- Acupoints are stimulated by 
efectric'Tpbfes placed on the 
points themselves ( called in 
; l Westem medicine" as "Motor 
-Points^)- without using needles. 
The apparatus emits a DC cur¬ 
rent which is similar to a bat¬ 
tery current and therefore safe 
and harmless, says Dr El Madi. 

Pulses emitted by the ap para- 
las at its poles are'strong, but 

- painless and are controllable 
while affecting the nerve in 
question. . 

- The apparatuses do the work 
that is carried out by needles, 
ft's is an extremely effective 
physio-electrical treatment 

. • About . 100,000 muscular 
‘ relaxation- contraction move- 
" meats per hour are achieved 
'-through this method. 

. These apparatuses have been 
-developed for the treatment of 
.Cerebral Palsy, hemiplegia, and 
other diseases. 

These sessions are very ben¬ 
eficial to patients says Dr El 
’ Madi and include strengthening 
muscles, reducing the severity 
of muscular tension, lengthen¬ 
ing muscles and their tendons, 
and thereby lessening the defor- 
. jnation of joints. These meth¬ 
ods also hglp to increase the 
power of electric conduction in 
nerves and the brain to find an 
flfternalfve way for Hashing 
inhibitory impulses through 
undamaged nerves or energy 


By Mnsallam Kanafani 
Special to the Star 

MOHAMMAD BIN Sulayy- 
em, the driver from the United 
Arab Emirates, won the 14th 
Jordan International Rally ‘96. 

The rally was organized by 
the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RACJ) and it was the 
second round of the FIA Mid¬ 
dle East -Championship. A 
two-day event, it began last 
Thursday from the King Ab¬ 
dallah Gardens in Shmeisani. 
HRH Prince Faisal gave the 
stoning signal. 

The first day included four 


channels. This method is effec¬ 
tive Lo Cerebral Palsy and 
Hemiplegia. 

■ Cerebral Palsy is a physi¬ 
cal handicap that afreets chil¬ 
dren caused by brain damage. 

Such causes paralysis in one 
limb or more, and it is of vari¬ 
ous kinds; Congenital, heredi¬ 
tary, damage caused during or 
after delivery (by oxygen insuf¬ 
ficiency, meningitis, car acci¬ 
dents and others). 

■ Hemiplegia is a physical 
handicap that affects adults 
and caused by a brain- 
thrombosis, accidents, brain- 
bleeding. etc. 

Dr El Madi, a member of the 
Chinese Association of Tradi¬ 
tional Chinese Medicine 
(TCM). explains that it is not 
easy for anyone to predict what 
may happen to a patient; he 
may remain bed-ridden, or may 
automatically recover, com¬ 
pletely or partially. 

But how could a patient who 
suffers from a bram-thrompus, 
an accident, or Cerebral Palsy 
improve automatically while 
other cerebral palsy patients, 
with similar problems, could 
not. he asks? 

Improvement in health 
depends on many factors says 
El Madi. These include: 

M Brain cells have a propen¬ 
sity to do the job of neighbor¬ 
ing damaged cells, or that of 
their counterparts in the other 
half of the brain, the younger 
the patient is, the greater the 
chances for this. 

■ The brain sends impulses 
to the nervous and muscular 
systems, and when they do not 
reach their destination, it can be 
concluded that they are dam¬ 
aged causing spastic paralysis. 
The brain then attempts to dis¬ 
cover another path through the 
nervous system by energy 
channels for flashing the sig¬ 
nals. It succeeds in some cases 
and fails in others. 

■ The brain and the nervous 


systems are still 
shrouded in 
secrecy. This 
made treatment 
more difficult, 
and prompted 
physicians to look 
for other ways 
and means of 
diagnosis and 
treatment. 

On physiother¬ 
apy and func¬ 
tional rehabilita¬ 
tion, Dr Ei Madi 
said that this is a 
set of physical- 
treatment that 
lasts from two to 
four hours. It is 
designed to: 

■ Increase the 
body's suppleness 
and improve 
blood circulation. 

■ Respiratory therapy to 
improve the process of 
breathing. 

■ For motor rehabilitation. 
It represents an integrated 
scheme for treatment of all 
degrees of disability. 

■ For functional rehabilita¬ 
tion, which aims to train the 
patient to perform an integral 
activity and keep it under 
control. 

■ For pseudo-bull bar Patsy 
treatment! When the brain 
areas controlling the muscles 
of the pharynx and the tongue 
are damaged, the patient may 
lose the ability to talk—the 
loss may be partial or com¬ 
plete, accompanied by diffi¬ 
culty in swallowing. 

Dr El Madi said that this 
program is one of the best in 
the world, for it combines vari¬ 
ous methods, and has no 
adverse effect on medicines 
taken like; anticoagulants, 
hypoglycemic and hypotensive 
drugs. 

Moreover, it improves the 
functioning of the body sys¬ 
tems and corrects any malfunc¬ 
tions resulting from lack of 



movement, nervous system, 
respiratory system, digestive 
system and blood circulation. 

• Another distinctive feature 
of this method is that it can be 
applied soon after the case has 
stabled or at any lime after its 
occurrence, even after many 
years. 

Treatment is carried out 
daily and may take a long or a 
short time, depending on the 
nature of the case. 

Dr El Madi says that the 
human body moves by self¬ 
generated energy kindled by 
food and drink. This energy is 
of different kinds: thermal, 
magnetic, kinetic, chemical, 
etc. 

Of the kind of energy manip¬ 
ulated by doctors in diagnosing 
certain cases are: electric 
energy, magnetic and electro 
magnetic waves which pass 
through the body. 

He adds that doctors reveal 
the strength and direction of 
these waves through E.C.G./ 
E.E.G. while this energy, like 
all other forms of body-energy, 
has a masterly system. 

Most doctors who use Lhis 
energy are unable to explain or 


detail its source. paLh, function, 
transformation or end; for there 
is no such explanation or 
•detailed description of this 
energy in Western sciences, he 
continues. 

The Chinese knew of the 
body-energy 4000 years ago. 
described its forms and gave it 
names taken from Chinese tra¬ 
ditional medicine. They also 
described its paths and the 
points where it could be con¬ 
trolled, and knew that of these 
paths there are 12 main chan¬ 
nels and eight secondary ones. 
The latter branch out into 
smaller and smaller channels 
forming a network that con¬ 
nects the brain with the rest of 
the body, the lower part with 
the upper, and the internal with 
the external. This network is 
controlled by 361 main acu¬ 
points in each half of the body. 

Modem science has con¬ 
firmed the existence of these 
physiological channels. They 
constitute a chain of special¬ 
ized cells whose electric resis¬ 
tance is lower than that of 
neighboring cells, thereby 
allowing electro-magnetic 
waves to pass from and to the 
brain and other organs, carry¬ 
ing millions of messages, each 
message has its own code. The 
■ cells, as a whole, constitute the 
most precise and wonderful 
wireless system that could ever 
exist, complementing the com¬ 
munication system (the ner¬ 
vous system) and the chemical 
communication system (the 
blood) so "blessed the God. the 
best of creators!" Holy Koran. 

Most human diseases can be 
treated by acupuncture, with 
varying degrees of effective¬ 
ness—success being dependent 
on the nature of the disease, the 
patient and his immunity, and 
the skills of Lhe physician. ■ 


Muslims have mixed 
views about changes 
in Indian government 


By John-Thor Dahlburg 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Ser\‘ice 

NEW DELHI. India—As 
thousands of Muslims from 
India's capital hurried 
through the portals of their 
country’s most magnificent 
mosque, some were serene 
and others, pensive, about 
what this week’s change in 
government means for them. 

The previous day, the “saf¬ 
fron wave” of the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party carried veteran BJP 
politician Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee into the prime minis¬ 
ter’s chair. 

An avowedly Hindu party 
that champions “one nation, 
one people, one culture" had 
taken charge of the world's 
largest Muslim minority 
community. 

Paradoxically, some Mus¬ 
lims said they were 
reassured 

"It’s better that they’re in 
power. Now they won't 
resort to the kind of fanati¬ 
cism they used to. They'll be 
saner, and won't tear down 
any more mosques." said 
Abid Mirza, 24. who hawks 
costume jeweliy in the 
bazaars of Old Delhi. 

But for Abdul Rahim. 45, 
a burly spice merchant and 
father of three children, 
recent events were only 
another trial for India's Mus¬ 
lims. estimated by iheir lead¬ 
ers to number as many as 125 
million, in the past. Rahim 
said, he and other followers 
of the Koran in India were 
tricked and betrayed for their 
votes too many limes by the 
longtime ruling Congress (I) 
Party. 

And now. Rahim com¬ 


plained. India has a ruling 
party whose agenda calls for 
the abolition of special mar¬ 
riage. divorce and property 
laws applying to Muslims. 
For Muslims, he said, the 
BJP’s worst deed was its 
campaign of religious-driven 
agitation [hat culminated, in 
December 1992, in the 
destruction by thousands of 
Hindu marchers of a mosque 
in the town of Ayodhya. said 
to lie on the site where Ram, 
the god-king of ancient Indian 
histoty. was bom. 

Hindu-Muslim violence 
broke out in several Indian 
cities after the mosque was 
tom down and more than 
2,500 people, mostly Mus¬ 
lims, losi their lives. 

"Their policies are against 
us," Rahim said of India's 
new leaders. "But we will not 
run away. We will stand fast 
and face up to any challenge." 

Other Muslims concluded 
that things are not as bad as 
thaL Any menace from a BJP 
government may be short¬ 
lived, they said, since the 
party has not yet rallied a par¬ 
liamentary majority behind it 
and has only until May 31 to 
do so. 

"All this may simply not 
last." mused S.R. Haider, an 
interpreter at Jama Masjid, 
the 17th-century mosque, as 
its marble-paved courtyard, 
capable of accommodating 
20,000 people, filled with 
barefoot Muslim men a wait¬ 
ing the call to prayer. 

Many Muslim 'intellectuals 
and leaders believe the harsh 
realities of power will make 
[he BJP behave differently in 
office. 

‘This Hindutva (Hinduism) 
by the BJP was to tempt vot¬ 


ers. the majority of whom are 
illiterate and easily swayed 
by their passions," said Mau- 
lana Wahiduddin Khan. 74. 
an Islamic scholar in New 
Delhi. "Once they come into 
power, they will be just like a 
Congress government." 

The res pea commanded 
by Vajpayee, who comes 
from the BJP's moderate 
wing, also reassured Mus¬ 
lims. as did his record as 
Indian foreign minister dur¬ 
ing the first non-Congress 
government in 1977-79. 

"When Vajpayee was 
external affairs minister, 
there were easier contacts 
with Pakistan, and it was eas¬ 
ier to go to and fro," said 
Zulfikar Ahmed. 23. who has 
an uncle in Karachi. 
Pakistan. 

Vajpayee’s televised assu¬ 
rances last week that building 
Hindu temples at disputed 
sites is not a top priority for 
the BJP also eased Muslims’ 
anxieties. 

The prime minister has 
assured Indians that his gov¬ 
ernment will govern for all. 
and has included a Muslim in 
his cabinet. But some Indians 
worry that if the new govern¬ 
ment collapses, it might 
boomerang on Muslims. 

Bal Thackeray, leader of a 
hard-line party in the BJP 
coalition, had threatened 
“anarchy" if the BJP wasn't 
chosen to form India's gov¬ 
ernment. “He also means he 
will sponsor violence if the 
BJP falls at the end of this 
month by failing io get a vote 
of confidence." said D.K. 
Oza, former chief election 
officer of Tamil Nadu state, 
in a Friday newspaper col- 


Bin Sulayyem wins 14th Jordan International Rally '96 

Another great year for racing 


special stages at a total of 241 
Kilometers. Four Jordanian 
competitors pulled out on the 
first day. These include Bashar 
Bustami. Faris Busiami, Tony 
Khulasi. and Asem Aref. 
France’s Remi Samuel, Qatar's 
Naser Kalifa A1 Attiyah and 
Bahrain's Jasem Al Fardan 
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Prince Faisal in his chopper overlooking Ahmad Al Daoud in his car 


also pulled out. 

Eighteen cars out of 27 com¬ 
pleted the first leg on lhe first 
day. 

Prince Faisal monitored the 
events by a helicopter over the 
desert. 

HRH Prince Abdallah, who 
was absent from the rally for 
the last eight 
-years, partici¬ 
pated driving 
Bin Sulayy- 
em's former 
car. "1 was 
very kindly 
offered a car 
by my good 
friend Mo¬ 
hammed Bin 
Sulayyem." 
he told The 
Star. 

The second 
day of the ral¬ 
ly started ear¬ 
ly at 7 am 
from the Forte 
Grand. It was 
led by Prince 

_ Abdallah and 

covered 617 
' kilometers in- 

eluding 243 
' ■“kilometers of 
- : ’T • - special stages. 

T More par- 

7- . licipams quit 

, lhe second 

-day of the 

n his car rally. Prince 


Abdallah car crashed in a 
trench, but he was not harmed. 
He started well on the first 
day, coming fourth overall. 

"The reason for my partici¬ 
pation was io support the Jor¬ 
danian drivers and to rallying 
in general. I’ve had lots of fun, 
and it is nice to see people 
again and see old friends,” the 
Prince told 77ie Star. 

Mr Bader Rashid, press Of¬ 
ficer of Lhe RACJ and member 
of Lhe organizing Committee 
for the Jordan Internationa) 
Rally said it is really a great 
pity that Prince Abdallah had 
to "retire in the begining be¬ 
cause of problems he encoun¬ 
tered during the race, especial¬ 
ly after ~ his marvelous 
performance." 

The best hopeful. Bashar 
Bustami had to retire on the 
first day. More casualties oc¬ 
curred on the second day. The 
two brothers Ahmad and Mo¬ 
hammed AI Daoud retired be¬ 
cause of mechanical problems. 
Theophanides Panayiotis of 
Cyprus and Jordan's Zeid As- 
four also retired. This left the 
Jordanian Marouf Abu Samra 
in the race. 

Mohammad Bin Sulayyem 
with co-driver Ronan Morgan, 
driving a Ford Escort Co- 
swonh, was an overall winner 
with an overall time of 2 hours 
34.45 minutes. Saudi's Arabia 
Abdallah Bakbasbah and Irish 


co-driver Bobby Willis, driv¬ 
ing a Toyota Ceiica GT4 
came second at 2 hours 35,25 
minutes. Andreas Tsouloftas 
of Cyprus came Third in 2 
hours 50.42 minutes. 

Jordan's Marouf Abu Samra 
came in fourth place, and first 
on the Jordanian team. 

"Last year 1 was third over¬ 
all but this year there was 
more competition, it was very 
hard for me stay in the fourth 
place especially on the first 
day, but thank god everything 
went right," he told The Star. 

“1 could have pressed to 
come in third place, but it 
would have meant risking the 
car and I didn't want to do 
that." he added. 

The award ceremony was 
held on Saturday at the Forte 
Grand Hotel where Prince Fai¬ 
sal, chairman of the Motor 
Spon Committee handed the 
trophies to the winners. The 
ceremony was attended by 
FIA officials including John 
Quenby who was the observer 
for the Jordan Rally. Mr 
Quenby. who is a member of 
the FIA rally commission and 
United Kingdom member on 
the FIA World Motor Sport 
Council, was accompanied by 
Wilhelm Lyding, the president 
of the German Motor Sports 
Federation. The ceremony was 
also attended by the local and 
lhe International media and 


big crowd of rally fans. 

HRH Prince Faisal told The 
Star "I am happy to say that 
the organization again went 
very well." He praised Lhe 
marshals, and the drivers for 
what he called their excellent 
performance. 

“We have some excellent 
drivers. I think Marouf Abu 
Samra is a shining example 
since he has matured a lot in 
recent years, and his driving 
was excellent when he led the 
group N for this rally with 
some pretty safe competition, 
but was also not far from 
group A which I think is an in¬ 
dication of how good a driver 
he is." the Prince said. "We've 
got some other good drivers, 
and I think the quality we’ve 
got in Jordan again is getting 
better and better and I hope in 
Lhe future some of the Jordani¬ 
an major sponsors would ac¬ 
tually take a closer look at 
some of these drivers and 
give them the support, he 
added. "Rally driving is 
not, unfortunately, a cheap 
sport," Prince Faisal con¬ 
tinued. 

About the future. Prince 
Abdallah said “I think if I 
am entering, it’s going to 
be just for supporting the 
sport. 1 don’t think I would 
be competing on a regular 
basis. I don’t have the time, 
and 1 think that I should 



HRH Prince Faistd with Bin Sulayyem and Ronan Mor¬ 
gan , Pfww by Found Jbonr 


give a chance to local Jor¬ 
danians to do the good 
work that they've been do¬ 
ing in the last couple of 
years," 

About the Dubai Interna¬ 
tiona! Rally, the Prince 
said "1 am looking forward 
to it, maybe with my good 
friend Mohammad Bin Su¬ 
layyem, we might team up 
again soon. 1 enjoy his 


company, and I enjoy even 
more racing alongside 
him." 

Mr Hasan Ala’a Eddin, 
the rally office manager at 
RACJ and clerk of the 
course said, "it was a very 
successful rally" 

"Prince Abdallah's par¬ 
ticipation was a great boost 
for motor sport in Jordan.” 
Mr Ala'a Eddin said. ■ 
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A one man show by 

Nawash 


• After staying in France for a while. Ahmad Naw¬ 
ash. a Jordanian painter, has arrived in Amman to pre¬ 
pare for a personal exhibition. Thfrexhibition will be 
held on Monday 27 June at the paawtrs' association in 
Jabal Luweibdeh. On display are 25 new works. 

Nawash is a Jordanian painter wro depicts the trag¬ 
edies that occurred in this part of die world. Most of 
his works, though concerned with national issues, are 
drawn from his own perspective. Nawash has been 
active in the art scene in France; fie held a personal 
exhibition in one of the most important showrooms in 
the Latin district of Paris. The exhibition which was 
held under the patronage of Fawae; Sbaraf. Jordon's 
ambassador to France, was a great Success. 



Zubia reserve New issue ofAmman 

survival of nature on newsstands 


By Munther Hamdan 

Special to The Star 


Z ubia is a place of imagi¬ 
nation, a forgotten natu¬ 
ral beauty. The Royal 
Society for Lhe Conservation 
of Nature fRSCN) organized a 
journey to the Zubia reserve 
in Ajloun. It was designed to 
acquaint us with the nature of 
activities carried out by the 
society to save this reserve. 

The Zubia reserve was es¬ 
tablished in 1985 on a 23,000 
dunums. The area which is 
1200 meters above sea level 
is smothered with different 
kinds of plants and trees, each 
requiring certain environmen¬ 
tal conditions. There ore pine 
trees, oak trees, sumac, nabk. 
and maple. 


The name Zubia dates back 
to the Greek era. The two 
most interesting things in the 
village are the nettle tree and 
the remains of an old church. 
The nettle tree, in Arabic 
called AJ Mees, is rare in Jor¬ 
dan and the Middle East. Its 
supple wood was most appro¬ 
priate for making bows. 

At a site overlooking Bur- 
kush mountain lies the ruins 
of an old church thai dates 
back to the eighth century BC 
but which was later converted 
into a shrine under the Otto¬ 
mans. Superstitious people 
used to bring their patients to 
let them hang a piece of tex¬ 
tile on the walls of the' shrine 
to be cured from illnesses. 

“The society publicizes 
places like Zubia in order to 



encourage 
tourism." 
said Tarek 
Banl Ya- 
seen from 
the heritage 
committee 
at the 
RSCN. 

The 

fenced re¬ 
serve holds 
roe deers, 
wild boars 
and snakes. 

"Roe deers 
underwent a 
reintroducti 
on pro¬ 
gram" Mah¬ 
moud A1 
Doomy, 
manager of 

the reserve, _ 

told The 

Star. The reserve started with 
only three roe deers and it 
now has i3. "Many of them 
died earlier because of diar¬ 
rhoea, snakebites and pneumo¬ 
nia. In order to prevent over* 
grazing we keep feeding 
them.” 

Another important aspect 
which the society is working 
to achieve is “environmental 
tourism." In order to attract 
people to come to such places, 
the society provides ail the fa- 
. cilities needed for tourists to 
spend some days in the re¬ 
serve. The Global Environ¬ 
mental Fund (GEF), a World 
Bank financed Program has 
successfully financed the 
Dana reserve and again, it is 
applied to Zubia. The program 
also takes into consideration 
the socio-economic dimension 
in the reserve. As a result, the 
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society has striven to guaranr .. 
tee sources of income for the „ 
Dona inhabitants to encour¬ 
age them to stay on the land. 

Since it was established in | 
1966. the RSCN has success- ., 
fully set up five reserves. Be- 
sides Zubia. there are AI Mu-^ 
jeb. Dana. AI Shomari and Al 
Azraq. The society is the first - 
of its kind in the Middle East, j 
I t consists of different depart- 
ments like the administrative 
department, research, envi- 1 
ronmental awareness and:'] 
public relations. The latter is. 1 
the most important since it i 
seeks to attract the largest'. 
possible number of members 
to preserve nature. ■ 


f Aeromexico 
bans smoking 

E ffective 1st June Aeromexico will prohibit smoking on 
of its domestic services lasting up to 90 minutes as ; 
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Lionhearts ’ culture on 


50th anniversary 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 


C elebrating the 50th anniversary of 
the independence of Jordan and the 
end of the Anglo-Jordanian Treaty, 
the British Embassy in cooperation with 
the Department of Trade and Industry 
(UK). British Airways, the British Council 
and Forte Grand, are presenting Absolutely 
British. It is a week of British culture, arts 
and products displayed and presented at 
the Forte Grand Hotel in Amman, starting 
on 14 June. 

On the opening night, the Derek Nimo 
Players will present The Best of British 
West End Musicals at a seated dinner. On 
the following two nights, the Derek Nimo 
Players will perform a play titled Bedside 
Manners starring John Inman, who appears 
in the TV show Are You Being Served. 
playing currently on Jordan Television. 

On 17-18 June, the Moptops “Beatles" 
will perform two concerts. On 20 June. 
Alan Shaxon. an illusionist and a magician 
will perform An Evening of Magic. Stiaxon 
appeared by Royal Command al Bucking¬ 
ham Palace on four occasions, and 
watched by millions on TV stations from 
Sydney to Las Vegas. He was called “one 
of the top 10 after-dinner acts In the 
world" by Abracadabra, the magicians’ 
magazine. 

On 21 June, the Hiss & Boo Theater 


performs a play, starring Ruth Maddoc. at 
a seated dinner. Founded in 1977 by actor 
and producer Ian Liston, the company pre¬ 
sented a variety of shows, ranging from 
plays, children shows, music, to comedy. 
They have recently performed in Bahrain, 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 

The Hiss & Boo also produced plays 
and musicals in London’s West End. in¬ 
cluding plays like Oscar Wilde’s An ideal 
Husband, Corpse', and award winning 
Croucho: A Life In Revue. Double Act by 
Gerald Moon. 

Ruth Maddoc appeared in famous plays 
such as Phantom of the Opera. Steel Mag¬ 
nolias. A Taste of Honey, and Gypsy. She 
starred as Rose in the latter one and as Gla¬ 
dys Pugh in the comedy series Hi Di Hi. 
She appeared in films including Fiddler an 
the Roof. The Prince and the Pauper and 
Under Milk Wood. She recently played the 
opposite to Sir Harry Secombe in the Pick¬ 
wick Papers in the Christmas 1995/96 sea¬ 
son. 

Throughout the entire week, the Mad 
Dog Jazz Club. Noel Coward Cabaret, the 
Caspian Siring Quartet. Cartoonist. One 
Man Band, and Close Up Magic will be 
performing gigs aL the Forte Grand pub 
Jugglers. 

The Caspian Siring Quartet, which in¬ 
cludes two Violins, a Viola and a Cello, is 
a new band, that was formed in 1994. They 
have a versatile repertoire including pieces 


from shows, salon music, music hall and j 
contemporary music. j 

Vic Ellis, of the One Man Bond, is a v , 
unique performer who dances- to his songs^ 
and performs from a repertoire of tradition-?- . 
al tunes, comic songs and popular favor- ^ - 
ites. 

Replicas of the British Crown Jewels 
will be displayed throughout the week. ' 
They will be guarded by a Beefeater, the,, 
traditional guard of the Royal Palaces. ; *| 
wearing the famous costume of the British ' , | 
guards. ; ^ , 

One of the most important cultural 
events during the week is the exhibition of 
original works by the artist David Roberts _ 1 

on 20 June, and which lasts till 22 June* ■ * 
Roberts is considered an orientalist. He' 
produced a famous scries of very detailed *■ ‘ 
paintings about the Middle East. 

Also, throughout the week. British food j 
will be served. The food is shipped directly^ ^ 
from Harrods in London, which are rc- 4 i .. 
nowned for their excellent food and goods. -K 

On May 25. 1946. Jordan obtained full 
independence as the Anglo-Jordanian.. 
Treaty expired. On 22 June of the same. ’ 
year. Sir Alee Kirkbridc. who was super¬ 
vising the implementation of the treaty. I- 
presented his credentials to HM King Ab~. . 
dallah to become the first British Ambassa? r 
dor (then tilled the Minister of Plcnipoten- • 
liary. ■ y. 


E ffective 1st June Aeromexico will prohibit smoking on all 
of its domestic services lasting up to 90 minutes as an¬ 
nounced by Jose Robles, vice president-administration 
of the Mexican carrier. 

An agreement was signed today by the airline with Mexico’s 
Health, Communications and Transportation Secretariats, and it 
also includes all carriers operating in Mexico. The measure fol¬ 
lows an initiative taken by Mexico city's government in 1990. 

The new non-smoking policy' will affect most of Aeromexico's 
* domestic flights, except for such services as guadalajara-Tijuana 
Mexico City-Cancun and a few others. As far as international ser- 
■ vices are concerned, there have been no specific guidelines as to 
when would smoking prohibitions be implemented systemwide, 
. although the carrier has been enforcing such prohibitions on scr- 
. vices between Mexico City and Atlanta, Dallas's Fort Worth and 
, Orlando since it began operations under a code-sharing arrange- 
mem with Della Airlines, a completely non-smoking airline. Aer- 
•omexico expects to gather information through its recently creal- 
• ed Customer Service Center in Mexico City which operates 24 
r hours a day and where the airline receives all kinds of comments 
from its customer. Depending on the reactions of passengers fly¬ 
ing on domestic routes. Aeromexico will decide soon whether it 
fc will extend the ban on smoking to its international operations to 
fyhe US. South America and Europe or noi. ■ 


.A piano recital at RCC 

U nder the patronage of Their Highnesses Prince Faisal 
and Princess Alia, a piano recital by Mrs Oksana Mus¬ 
tek will be held in the Royal Cultural Center, on 28 
May. at 8 pm. 


Mrs Muslch. who is from Ukraine, has been appointed as pia¬ 
no rcacher in the "Freddy for Music.” center. 


Oksana obtained her Masters degree in piano from the Do¬ 
netsk State Conservatory and has held many concerts in Ukraine 
and Russia since 1984. She is performing pieces for Mozart. 
Chopin, Rachmaninoff and Brahms. 


, TlfRXNO has started distributing a new promotion leaflet detailing 
. the New Summer menu. Three special'line monos have been 
created for the new season with un ccdting variety of first class 
* food, using top qaaSty ingredients offered at affordable prices. 


>£acb of the three menus starts with a selection of mezta and W 
? your choice of salad. ( ; 


Arab cartoonists harp back 
to their golden age 


I. Our PASTA CARNIVAL features your choice of Italian , i 
and Southern Mediterranean pasta cuisine with a variety l ,; 
of exquisite sauces. ; 


EL The SKEWER LINE menu consists of your choke of 
OrientaLTeriyaki ar Curry skewers served with either rice 
or French fries. 


1 


ID. For those who prefer seafood TORINO oners a very $ 
exclusive yet health-oriented menu which it calls (he Shrimp f 
and Seafood Line- your meat alternative. J 

Your choice of Hammour Provincial- Grilled or fried OR f 
Grilled Shrimps both served with sauteed vegetables. 


By Munther Hamdan 

Special to the Star 


S ince the departure of the 
renowned Palestinian 

cartoonist 

Najee Al All, hardly anybody 
emerged to take his place. But 
still, lhe Arab world does 
have other creative cartoon¬ 
ists whose drawings have 
their own characteristics. Car¬ 
toons should be viewed seri¬ 
ously just like any an form. 

Arab cartoonists in the past 
were given much attention. 
They had one body, the now 
defunct Arab Cartoonists 
Union. There, they used to 
meet and discuss their prob¬ 
lems and concerns and to 


keep abreast of the develop¬ 
ments in the Arab World. The 
political situation in the past 
contributed to much of this 
solidarity among cartoonists. 
But disillusion set in after the 
1967 War when the Arab Car¬ 
toonists Union was disman¬ 
tled soon after. 

Today cartoonists arc think¬ 
ing of reviving the old days. 
They met last week in 
Amman to discuss the possi¬ 
bility of restoring the Arab 
Cartoonists Union. They 
included such names as 
George Bahjouri . Jala! Al 
Rifai, and Juma' Farahat and 
emphasized that cartoons arc 
no longer used to "decorate" 
newspapers but are pan and 


parcel of every day news. 

As such they are asking for 
financial support to enable 
them to build the headquarters 
of the Union. One of the 
objectives of the meeting was 
to issue a yearly book to col¬ 
lect the works’of artists and 
giving a biographical glimpse 
about each one of them. An 
annual conference for car¬ 
toonists is important to create 
the basis for more production 
and creativity in future, it is 
argued. 

The participants ail agreed 
that their work is highly 
dependent on the extension of 
democracy and freedom in the 
region as’that exists in orher 
countries of the world. 


Participants said it wsrt*U- 

important to have this art' J 
taught at universities. As they .1 
see it. teachers arc required i 
give their students the bases ( 
from which they can develorf>[ 
their own styles and avofdt'j; 


TUR1SO guarantees (hat (he chef uses the highest quality f 
ingredients absolutely for all menu items. 

The important point to mention here Li the aU-inclusivc prices :• 
for our guests this Summer. > ? 


their own styles and avoid <- 
imitation, ‘ h- 

The Arab cartoonists, whfrv^ 
are visiting Amman to fiarlicJ* j 
pate in a television progrant. j 
Ahbar and Afkar. held aq | 
exhibition at Gallery Alia la**.' •. 
week. Cartoonists W C«'| 
George Bahjouri, 

Hussein. Juma' Farahat. Abd 
El Aziz Taj. Najee Kamel, ’ 
Ali AI Kharji and Jalal al 
Rifae. ■ 


PASTA CARNIVAL JD 10 
SKEWER LINE JD 12 

SEAFOOD & SHRIMP JD 13 


Afl mdisfve of taxes and service charges. Soft drinks are 


Included. 

(We understand tint you may get away wflft a glass of wine 
instead. Try It!) 


The atmosphere of Turino is absolutely fabulous, trendy 
although classic in interior. The specially selected high 
quality rcpro-music is ethnic Mediterranean and offers 
charming varieties from famous singers. 

For visitors to Jordan, Turino Is tucked round Uie main 
square Swefflyeft on the .southern .side Of Gth Circle. 


Turino. Passion for Fun! Dial Now-863944 
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'.tnri he latest issue ' V 
■ of Amman, the 
Arabic cultural 
^magazine of 

, -published by the 
^Greater Amman 
, Municipality (GAM), 
is on the newsstands. 

" The monthly covers 
"; 'culture, arts and 
Social issues. 

, The latest issue 
contains interesting 
‘ cultural topics. While 
- lhe main feature 
Article is on the 
‘ Lebanese city of 
'Saidon. with oil its 
■; historical and 

. cultural attributes, 

•The magazine is full 
■of interesting stories 
• and interviews with 
heading Arab 

‘ personalities on the Arab cultural scene. 
y. An interview with the Iraqi poet All Ja’far Al Allak throws 
-light on the poet’s experience and creativity. There is also a 
critique of the renowned novelist Gabriel Garcia Marquez's 
-latest novel,/?/ Love and Other Demons. 

** The issue followed up Lhe cultural activities in Amman, the 
.most important of which was the International Forum for the 
Independent Theater Troupes sponsored by GAM. ■ 
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‘Bad guy cornin' in, Amiei... Minor key!’ 
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Mike Wallace interviews the Devil 


Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition entitled 
From Picasso to our Present 
Days from the collection of 
Museo del Grabado Espahol 

Comemporaneo-MarbcJJa at 
Darat al Fuhiul, continues 
til G June. 

■ An exhibition entitled 
Christophe besse, at The 
French Cultural Center, 
opening on Sunday continues 
till 27 June 

■ The recent works of the 
artist Ayyad al Ntmer at Da¬ 
rat al Funun, continues til 


12 June. 


Films if jjml 

■ Luis Gordifio. at Darat al || j r 't 
Funun, Thursday 23 May at 1 f f t 
6:no pm . 

* Young Man With a Horn. 

01 The American Center, 'iV]J 

Thursday 23 May at 5pm. 

* La reine margoti at The 
French Cultural Center, 

Monday 27 May at 8 pm- 

M«i C . @118 


MA 

PE* 


Classical Spanish Music. 
Darat al Fiuum, Tuesday ^ 

^- 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

3:00—Pamfdn Patch 
. 3:25—Grcus of the Stars 
- 5:00— News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Facts About Jordan 
8:15—Good Vibrations 
JhOO —Alfia Troupe in Foik- 
torte Dances 
9-JS —Prism 
l(k00—News at Ten 
I(h25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

31:10—Feature Film: Coun¬ 
try, starring. Jessica Lange and 
Sain Shepard 

SUNDAY 

3:00—The FKntstones 
3 JO—Mac and Mutley 
4:00—Italian Soccer 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Cinema, Cinema 
8:00—6n the Banks of Jor¬ 
dan - - 

8:45—Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
9:10—Annie Lennox in Con¬ 
cert .... 

KkflO—News at Ten 
1035— The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film: Starting 
Agydni starring, Joanne Rivers 

MONDAY 

3:00—Bonkers 
- 3 JO—Richie Rich 
; 4dX^-Anlmals of the Medi¬ 
terranean 
5:00—News Flash 
5HH—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—The Nanny 
8:00—On the Banks of Jor¬ 
dan „ 

8:45—Rock Around the 


World 

9:10—100 Years of Capital¬ 
ism in Korea 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—P.S. 1 Luv U 
12:00—Taurus Rising 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Iris- the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:20—Captain Planet 

3:45— Hot Shots 

4:10—The Bob Morrison 

Show 

4:35—Air 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7:35—Encounter 

8:00—Home Improvement 

8:25—Life in the Freezer 

9:10—Star Trek 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film: Break 
Point, starring. Corbin Bemsen 
and Joanne Pacula 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—The Flintstones 
3:30—Dinosaurs 
3:55—The New 3 Stooges 
4:00—Bill Nye the Science Guy 
4 JO—Alex Mac 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 

7 J5—Evening Shade 
8:00—World Net 

8 JO—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:15—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Airwolf 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Aladdin 
3J0—NBA 



Jordan Folkloric Dances, on Saturday at 9:00pm 

4 J5—Pirates tine War 

5:00—French Programs 8:45—It Had To Be Yon 

7:15—Football Match 9:10— The Hanging Gale 

9:00—Star Trek 10:00—News at Ten 

10:00—News At Ten 10:25—Classic Movie: Water- 

10:25—Feature Film: The too Bridge, starring Vivian 

Blue Boy , starring, Emma Leigh and Robert Taylor 
Thompson and Adrian Dunbar 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Iris the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:15—Pebbles and Bamm 
Banun Show 
3:40—Bush School 
3:50—See How They Grow 
4:00—Crystal Maze 
5:00—News Flash 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 
7 J5—Growing Pains 
8:00—Front Line: The Nico- 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN?AIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins amines 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Documentaire 

L'avenlure des plantes 
6:00—S^rie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas river 


•Burkina Fasso* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoyti special 
•Reves de bal; Homme 
. de fer; La ville noire» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animds 
Ordv 


5:15—Divertissement 
L'dcole des fans 
«Mireille Manhieu* 
6:00—Magazine 
Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins anitnds 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5 JO—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Savoir plus sanid 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuala 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animds 
Le chat perchfi 
5 JO—Serie 

Secret de famille 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin animd 
Le chat perche 
5JG —VariStes 

Le monde esc S vous 
•Pierre Bachelet* 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimfede 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animds 
Le chat perchtf 
5:30—Telefilm 

« Lett re ouvene a Lili» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la Terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


m 



HUH 



ACROSS 
1 Yearn 
5 Best part 
10 Restaurant 
14. Wind 
"15 Ronstadt ot 
■ song 
16. E pfuribus— 
17 Poker 
. stake 
.18 Ot birds 

19 Salon. 

. treatment, 
lor short 

20 Scorned 
22 NoiWide- 

. awake 

24 Multitude 

25 Cats paw 

26 A science 
29 Cave in 

33 Smooths 

34 Learner 

35 doth tor 
' dusting 

36 Shipshape 

37 -Femme 
latate 


1 


mum 

1 

JUM 

in 

1 

1 1 

rn i 

38 Playing cant 2 SoBd 

29 Mates 

39 

G.P.s figure 

healthy 


40 More 
rational 

41 Subse¬ 
quently 

42 Features of 
churches 

44 Road 

45 Tells 
untruths 

46 Old pronoun 

47 Grown ones 
50 Shoes 

54 Lice a sage 

55 Tooth 

57 —podrida 

58 In excess 
50 Came to be 

60 Newspaper 
Item , 

61 Lord's wife 

62 Efts * 

63 Sticky fruit 

DOWN 
1 School: 
abbr. 


3 Successes 

4 Massive 
animal 

5 Elegant 

6 Bolt for an I- 
beam 

7 Oklahoma 
dty 

8 Nabokov 
title 

9 Stringed 
instrument 

10 Dorm 

11 Freshly 

12 Ermine and 
other 

13 Entertain¬ 
ment award 

21 Charged 
panicles 

23 Croissant 

25 Drunkard 

26 Makes 
crooked 

27 Manifest 

28 Tanta&ze 


again 

30 Lying Bat 

31 Worcester¬ 
shire. tor 
one 

32 Heron 

34 Longs 

37 Store worker 

38 Certain fud 

40 Rod tor 
roasting 

41 Printing term 

43 — Queen 

44 Coasts 

46 Browned 
bread 

47 Missing 


48 Pnma donna 

49 Secontfiand 

50 Cunenl 

51 Isle ot exile 

52 Dismounted 

53 Appraise 
56 Mineral 

earth 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Take your time. 
You’ll have to know the stuff cold 
Mid hurrying could cause errors. 

Aries (.March 21-April 19). The 
assignments come hot and heavy. 
You’ll be kept hopping just to stay 
even. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You 
and a strongly opinionated supervisor 
see things quite differently. Comply 
with regulations, and no more. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). A 
math assignment has you baffled. 
Unfortunately, the question you’re 
trying to answer involves your own 
money! 

Cancer (June 22-July 221 You'll 
have a chance to work with a partner. 
This relationship may have troubles 
in the beginning, but could end well. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). A tough 
assignment's got you baffled. There 
will be changes later, so don't set 
anything in stone. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Learn 
as much as you can about a travel 
opportunity or an international busi¬ 
ness deal, but don’t make a commit¬ 
ment yet. ^ 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Gel a 
domestic matter settled. It has to do 
with roommates, shared expenses and 
plans for the future. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). Watch 
your wallet to keep from losing 
money. Ask an older person how his¬ 
tory really was. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You’ll have trouble getting into the 
routine. Buckle down and give work 
your full attention. Conditions lighten 
up soon. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Finish 
up an old job. You’ll conic up with 
lots of great ideas. Research them 
carefully — nothing is as ir appears. 

Aquarius tJan. 20-Feb. 18). Give 
an old assignment top priority. An 
error you made long ago could come 
back to haunt you. Fix that, and what¬ 
ever else is hroken. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ll 
learn more working with a group. Get 
a friend to help you with a horrible 
writing assignment. Practice your 
nonverbal communication skills — 
such ns a musical instmmcnL 

ir You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Save up the first hair of 
the year so you can iravcl and study 
later. Go back to the old country for a 
fabulous trip. 

0 fWb. Tnhune Media Senrwa. 


Bridge 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*QJ63 
<7 10 7 6 
OK32 
* Q108 


WEST 
♦ 4 

9AQ53 
0987 
+J9752 


EAST 
* A10 9 8 5 
<?984 
OQJ5 
*63 


SOUTH 
A K72 
UKJ2 
O A10 6 4 
* AK4 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1NT Pass 2NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of 0 
Look at all four hands. Would you 
rather play or defend three no trump 
after the lead of the nine of dia¬ 
monds? 

The auction is straightforward 
enough. With 26 points and good 
intermediates, three no trump should 
have n reasonable play. However, 
let's suppose you opt to defend. 


A Delicate Error 

By Tannah Hirsch 

South You inserl lhe J ack of diamonds 

when declarer plays low from 

dummy, and it loses to the ace. A 
low spade is led to the queen. 
There’s no point to ducking so you 
win and shift to the nine of hearts. 
Declarer plays low, the queen wins 
and a low heart is returned, declarer 
winning in hand. Back conies the 
98 5 king of hearts to your ace. 

It you win and cash your remain- 
5 ing heart, declarer will eventually be 

able io execute a squeeze. East can 
safely discard a spade on the fourth 
heart, but he will nave no spare card 
when declarer cashes three rounds of 
clubs. Whether East discards a spade 
or a diamond, declarer can take an 
extra trick in that suiL 
Well then, you would have been 
EAST right to declare after all. Not quite. 

Pass Suppose you elect to let declarer win 

Pass die first heart! The defense is now in 

control. If declarer returns a bean, 
you lead another diamond and the 
1 > ,ou defense scores three hearts, a spade 

ump and a diamond. "An attempt ro esrab- 

d' a_ fish an extra trick in diamonds is 

equally ftitile. When East gains the 
lead with the queen, the defender 
!°°d simply pushes another heart through 

otrid declarer, allowing West to collect 

■ver. ihree tricks in the suit for a one-trick 

set. 

O 1996. Tribune Media Servtoo. 



Unscramble (best four words, one 
letter lo each square, Io form four 
ordinary words. 



CUPES 


HOW THE FUNNY 
SEAMSTRESS KEPT 
HER CUSTOMERS. 


Now arrange the curded Idlers to form 
(be surprise answer, as suggested bj 
(be above cartoon. 


Words of 
Wisdom 


Answer hen: 


SHHDJLUS 

Nj — MstuoKna joq idwj ssansurcas -(uunj aifl avoh iwnsuy 

ajnds uwans anohj lame mmiv 


An inconsistent adminis¬ 
tration is an unjust one. 

■ • • 

Insult can inflict deeper 
wounds than injury. 

• • • 

One of the greatest attrib¬ 
utes of originality is its inher¬ 
ent sincerity. 

» m m 

You must believe in some¬ 
thing before you can create 
something others can believe 
in. 

• ■ • 

Nature has no reason to 
pretend. 

• • • 

Those who speak highly of 
themselves are likely to lie. 

• • • 

Promptness is a matter of 
good manners, as well as good 
business. 

O IMS. Tritmc Media Smiccs 
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"THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT” (Republic, S96.16): 
Lea Thompson (“Caroline in the City") beads a cast of 
familiar faces in this made-for-Showtime drama, based on a 
stage play and casting her as a rookie police officer. In the 
course of one day. she deals with a wide variety of people: 
Robert Loggia plays her boss, and Christopher Lloyd, Aman¬ 
da Plummer, Judge Reinhold and Caii Reiner also appear. 
*** ar, p v) 

"MR. STITCH” (WarnerVision, $92.95): The title of this 
horror film should makes sense when it's described as a 
variation on ‘‘Frankenstein." with Rutger Hauer playing 
the scientist determined to create a synthetic man from the 
parts of corpses. The result of the experiment retains the 
memories of those it's been assembled from, causing terror, 
Nia Peeples ("Fame") and Wil Wheaton also star. ** (R: 
AS,P,V) 

HELD OVER: “ WAITING TO EXHALE" (Fon,S\9M): 
The source of an extremely popular soundtrack album, direc¬ 
tor Forest Whitaker's adaptation of the Terry McMillan best¬ 
seller casts Whitney Houston, Angela Bassett, Lela Rochon 
and Loretta Devine as dose friends who frequently share 
their man troubles with each other. Among those cast as the 
fellows in their lives are Wesley Snipes and Gregory Hines. 
*** (R: AS, P) 

“A REASON TO BELIEVE” (Vidmark, S92.99): This 
acclaimed drama features a sensitive performance by Allison 
Smith — formeriy a regular on TV’s "Kate & A/lie ’ ’ — who 
experiences a life crisis so profound, she feels isolated from 
everyone around her, even those she considered to be her 
closest friends. Jay Underwood also stars, and the music 
soundtrack includes RE.M. and 10,000 Maniacs. *** (R: 
AS P V) 

"STEAL BIG. STEAL LITTLE' ’ (HBO/Savoy, $99.91): 
Andy Garcia stars — twice, in fact — in this comedy from 
director Andrew Davis ("The Fugitive”), a bit overlong for 
a film in that genre. The actor has dual roles as twin brothers 
who battle over the estate of their late, adoptive mother... and 
their rivalry turns truly nasty, involving murder attempts. 
Alan Aritin and Rachel Trrotin also appear. ** IPG-13: AS, 
P,V)’ 

COMING SOON: "THREE WISHES" (HBO, May 14): 
Patrick Swayze plays a mysterious man whose appearance at 
a family's home has a pronounced effect on the clan's mem¬ 
bers. (PG) 

“CASINO" (MCA/Universal, May 21): Robert De Niro 
plays the operator of a Las Vegas gambling den in director 
Martin Scorsese's drama, also starring Sharon Stone. (R) 

" GOLDENEYE" (MGM/UA. May 21V. Pierce Brosnan 
assumes the role of James Bond, as the superspy battles vil¬ 
lains trying to commandeer a powerful satellite. (PG-13) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions: N. nudity; F. profanity; V, violence: GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

© 1996. Tribune Media Services 


Amman Little 
League Baseball 




Minor League Standings 


Team 

Wins 

Losses FCT 

GB 

Pyro-Chem 

3 

l .750 

0 

Al-Ghazalain 

3 

1 .750 

0 

Mid Contracting 3 

2 .600 

0 

Schweppes 

1 

• 2 -500 

1 

Alphacan 

2 

2 .500 

1 - 

Al-Rawnak 

2 

2 .500 


Twy fords 

1 

2 .333 


Opel 

0 

4 .000 

3 


Major! : 

^ue Standings 


Team 

V is 

Losses PCT 

GB 

Jordan Today 

3 

1 .750 

0 

Med Labs 

3 

1 .750 

0 

Sipes 

3 

1 .750 

0 

National Port. 

2 

1 .667 

1 

Foxboro 

1 

4 .200 

1 

Epson 

0 

4 .000 

3 


Senior League Standings 


Team 

Wins 

Losses PCT 

GB 

Marriott 

2 

1 .667 

0 

Skoda 

2 

2 .500 

0 

Euro Dollar 

2 

3 .400 

0 


Star 

gl fg Jordan's political, economic 
Kffll and cultural weekly 

Tel. 652380 - 645380 
Fax. 648298 
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Vlrak autorise a exporter du petrole 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


• VOnu et Vlrak oni signi binds un accord de mise en auvre de la formula «p£trole 
conlre nourriture» qui va permettre & Bagdad d''exporter du brut pour la premBrefois 
depuis 1990. 

Vlrak est autorise dans le cadre de la resolution 986 a exporter du petrole a hauteur de 
d’un milliard de dollars tous lestrois mois pour pouvoir acheter de la nourriture ct des 
medicaments a sapopulation exsangue apris cinq ans et demi d’embargo. 

Mats sur cette sornate, 300 millions sont destints & une commission de compensation 
des Nations-Unies chargie des dddommagements apris Vinvasion du Koweitpar Vlrak. 
Environ 130 h ISO millions de dollars des 700 millions restants sont destines aux Kurdes 
du nord de Vlrak. 

Le reste est utttisS pour rigler les salmres de divers foncdonnaires de VOnu 
appurtenant A la commission spdtfale chargie de verifier le respect par Vlrak des 
resolutions des Nations-Unies sur son diasarmemenL 

Au total, les 3 millions de Kurdes devraient done binificier d’un demi-doUar par jour 
tandis que chacun des 17 millions qui habitent le reste du pays recevront 32 cents. 




SELON 



Les relations en- 

tre les peuples arabes et 
frangais ont sou vent dtd 
faussdes par. la predomi¬ 
nance de la religion el des 
enjeux politico-commer- 
ciaux aboutissant k une in¬ 
comprehension rdciproque, 
et ce depuis Charlemagne. 

Le 19£me si&cle a dtd 
I’epoque d'une veritable ami- 
tid grace k une intelligente 
vision des Frangais et aux 
esprits feconds et modemes 
de jeunes dirigeants dgypti- 
ens, sans oublier bien stir 
I'influence de jeunes orienta- 
Iistes qui ont ceuvre pour 
rapprocher ces deux civilisa¬ 
tions. 

De Charles X a Charles 
de Gaulle, la guerre 
d'Algerie n'a engendrd par 
ses horreurs que haine et 
mepris entre les peuples 
frangais et algdriens, un 
Arabe ne signifiant alors 
pendant de nombreuses an¬ 
ndes aux yeux des Frangais 
qu'un Algdrien. Les images 
de martyrs resultant de la 
seconde guerre mondiale 
ont favorise la sympathie 
des Frangais k regard du 
peuple juif. et la politique de 
soutien sans limite au jeune 
Elat dIsrael (notamment en 
1956; caractdrisait la ligne 
de conduite de !a IVdme 
Rdpublique secoude sans 
pitid par I'ampleur de la re¬ 
sistance des montagnards al¬ 
gdriens. 

En 1967. I'engagement 
amoral* de la France du 
cotd des Arabes ne rdfldtait 
pas le sentiment dprouvd par 
la majority des Frangais fa- 
vorables k Israel. Depuis 
1973 et la guerre du Kipour. 
les mddias frangais tres en¬ 
gages du cold isradlien n'ont 
ccssd de dresser un portrait 
ddvalorisant des Arabes aux 
lecteurs et telespectateurs. 
les decrivant com me dtant 
des etres sauvages et md- 
chants. Dans le memo 
temps. I'lsraelien dtait iui 
dtferit comme un etre civil¬ 
ise. intelligent el viclimc de 
ses voisins analphabetcs et 
prdhistoriques. 

Dans les anndes qui sui- 
virent. et bien que la France 
soil devenue pour les peu- 
plcs ct les regimes arabes 
unc amic fidelc. les mddias 
ont continue de ddformer 
I’imagc des Arabes en leur 
collam une nouvelle Du¬ 
quette. ccllc d'-expens en 
icrrorisme international*-. 
Les deux septennats socia- 
1 isles ont etc non seulemcnt 
marques par unc politique 
franchcmcnt pro-israelien- 
ne. mais surrout par un sen¬ 
timent de trahison ressenti 
par les populations arabes 
meitant -entre parentheses* 
Famine frangaise. 

Petit a petit, les Frangais 
decouvraiont eux en voya- 
gcant qu-* .-s Arabes etaient 
different.-. Jc ce qu’on leur 
disaiL Ms commengaiem k 
sc rend re comptc que les 3,5 
millions d'Arabcs de leur 
pays n'dtaicnl pas tous inte- 
gristes. et que parmi eux. 
bcaucoup etaient profes- 
seurs d'univcrsitd. mddccins 
ou ingenieurs. ct que leur 
voicin' cn HLM nc passait 
pas son temps i> dgorger des 
moutons sous le regard de 
ses quatre femmes. 

Us se sont rendus compte 
avec Tokyo. Oklahoma city 
ou Fassassinat de Rabin que 
les terroristes netaient pas 
forcemeat hasanes et que le 
fanatisme juif pouvaii dtre 
aussi sanguinaire que son 
demi-frerc musulman. Le 
doulc sesi inslalld avec la 
demierc «bavure» israd- 
licnnc dc Cana quant 5 la 
-purete^ de J'Etat hdhreu. 
Tout ceia entralnc une cer¬ 
tains prise de conscience et 
devraii favoriser unc com¬ 
prehension mutuelle entre 
les peuples frangais et 
arabes. Une evolution qui ne 
devrait certainement pas 
plaire 5 ceux qui prdnent un 
ordre vankec dans la re¬ 


gion.! 


Suhail A! Sweis 


Anniversaire 


La Jordanie fete un demi-siecle d’independance 
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Le 25 mai 1946, le royaume hachemite de Jordanie voyait le jour et I’emir Abdallah etait couronne roi dans sa 
capitale, Amman. En cinquante ans, ce petit Etat a resiste a de nombreuses crises regionales pour preserver son 
independance. Un nouveau defi s'impose aujourd’hui a lui, cette fois beaucoup plus economique que politique. 


L'histoire contempo- 
raine de la Jordanie s'est fondde 
sur une succession d'dldments 
fragilisant le royaume erdd en 
1946. et d'dvdnemems contribu- 
ant 5 renforcer sa cohesion. 
Territoire officieliement ddcou- 
pd selon un plan de portage eu- 
ropden, la Jordanie se trouve en 
premidre ligne du principal con- 
flit regional, ceiui qui oppose 
les Arabes 3 leur voisin isradli- 
en. Ceci a bien stir contribud 
erder beaucoup de tensions pol- 
itiques internes pendant un 


demi-siecle. en freinant la Jor¬ 
danie dans sa volontd de se doi- 
er d'une identitd nationale. 

Mais le fait le plus remarqua- 
ble de ce passd rdeent reste la 
stabilitd de la monarchic, 
maintes fois menaede, qui a no- 
tamment su survivre h plusieurs 
guerres rdgionales, la demidre 
en date diant la guerre du 
Golfe. 

La erdation de la Jordanie ac- 
cuelle a rdsultd des plans et des 
accords secrets contradictoires 
dtablis par les Britanniques 


pour le portage de 1'empire Ot¬ 
toman. Fondden 1921.1'dmirat 
de Transjordanie est devenu in- 
ddpendant en 1946. prenant al¬ 
ors le nom de Royaume hachd- 
mite de Jordanie. L'dmir 
Abdallah est 1'artisan de cette 
inddpendance. Le roi Hussein 
est lui son garant depuis 1953. 

En 1921. l'dmir Abdallah, un 
des quatre fils du Chdrif Husse¬ 
in de la Mecque. est choisi par 
les Britanniques pour adminis¬ 
ter la Transjordanie. L'dmir ar¬ 
rive alors & unifier les trois gou- 


La Jordanie racontee aux Frangais 


Les publications frangaises concern ant la Jordanie sont assez rares pour que l'on signale la sortie 
d'un ouvrage s'intdressant de prfcs h l'histoire d'un pays largement mdconnu en France. 

Son auteur. Marc Lavergne. a notamment dirigd le Centre d'etudes et de recherches sur le Moyen- 
Orient contemporain d'Amman qu'il a fondd en 1988. 

Son livre *,La Jordanie* pare au ddbur de cette annde s'intdresse de fagon gdndraliste & la fois h 
l'histoire de ce pays, & son dconomie et it sa socidtd. 

II nous permet notamment de comprendre dans 1'extrait 
qui suit la signification exacte du 25 mai 1946. ddcrdtd jour 
de 1'inddpendance nationale. 

e Mais la fin de la guerre va le (ndlr: le roi Abdallah) di- 
toumcr de son projet. car des perspectives plus r&ilistes se 
dessinent: la Grande-Bretagne sort viciorieuse. mais epui- 
see, du conflit; elle doit consentir A lemancipaiion de bon 
nombre de ses possessions. Comme ceux de la France, ses 
mandats en Orient sonidesormais anachroniqucs et doivent 
accider a l inddpendance. Le comportemerU d'Abdallah du- 
ranl la guerre ayant &£ jugi saiisfaisanu el mime miri- 
loire. e’est sans reticence que les Anglais decident de le 
confirmer dans ses fonctions a la tile d'un nouvet Etat. 

Le 22 mars 1946, la Transjordanie est reconnue comme 
*un Etat independant et son altessc I’emir comme son sou- 
verain*, dans un traite d'alliance, donl les annexes restreig- 
nent ce pendant considirablement I'etendue des concessions 
britanniques. Londres garde en effet la haute main sur les 
finances, quelle continue a alimenter, et sur I'armee, tou- 
jours dirigee par Glubb Pacha.(...) 

Le 25 mai 1946, le Conseil legislatif prete serment a *Sa 
majeste le Roi du Royaume hachemite de Jordanie. 

«La Jordanie* de Marc Lavergne, editions Karthala. 



vemements locaux. Dans les 
anndes qui suivcnL. Abdallah 
parvient it gagner plus d'auto- 
nomie. Et aprtis la seconde 
guerre mondiale, le role actif de 
la Transjordanie aux cotds de la 
Grande-Bretagne prdcipite la 
promesse d'inddpendance qui 
iui a dtd faite. En 1946, le man¬ 
dat britannique prend fin et 
I'Angleterre reconnect la Jorda¬ 
nie comme un Etat pleinement 
inddpendant. 

Le demi-si&cJe d'inddpen¬ 
dance que s'apprete h fSter la 
Jordanie a dtd marqud par de 
nombreuses guerres, qui ont 
bien stir eu beaucoup de consd- 
quences sur I'dvolution dcono- 
mique, sociale et politique du 
pays. D&s 1947, plusieurs milli- 
ers de Palestiniens franchissent 
le Jourdain pour trouver refuge 
sur la rive orientale. Un afflux 
de population qui ne ces sera de 
se poursuivre au HI des crises 
intemationalcs, ct que 
I'dconomle jordanienne n'absor- 
be que progress?vemenL Cer¬ 
tains secteurs sont parfois frap- 
pds de plein fouet, comme par 
exemple en 1967 lors de la ba- 
taille de Karameh. Un affronie- 
ment entre les Isradliens et les 
Phlesliniens dans ce village du 
Ghor situd k hi firontifcrc jorda¬ 
nienne qui a' cu dc graves con- 
sdquences sur le secteur agri¬ 
cole. les habitants de cette 
rdgion dtant obligds de se Tdfii- 
gier en ville. 


Elections israeliennes 

Les voix arabes au coeur du scrutin 


Mercredi prochain, les Arabes israeliens vont peser de tout leur poids dans un 
scrutin decisif. Les voix de cette minorite aux droits longtemps ignores 
vont en effet decider de la victoire ou de la defaite de Shimon Peres. 


« Arabes d'lsraeh. «Pa- 
lestiniens d‘Israel-, ou * Pa¬ 
lestiniens de I948>». Peu im- 
porte le terme que I'on emploie 
pour ddsigner cede minorite 
d'Israel qui. avec 850 000 mem- 
bres. reprdsente 1 15c de la pop¬ 
ulation. Aujourd'hui. cette 
frange israclienne peul jouer 
dans les elections du 29 mai un 
role determinant, tout comme la 
minorild des colons. 

Les Palestiniens de 1948 
sont ceux qui ont pu restcr dans 
leurs maisons ct sur leurs lores 
aprtis la erdation de 1'Etat 
d'Israel ct le premier exodc for- 
c6 de la population patesii- 
nienne vers les pays arabes voi¬ 
sins pour s'enlasscr dans des 
camps miscrablcs de rerugies. 

Depuis sa creation. 1'Etal 
d'Israel a entrepris un processus 
de negation totaje dc 1'identitd 
de ccs Palestiniens par tous les 
moyens possibles: la confisca¬ 
tion des terres, ('interdiction de 
tnutc activity politique et le re- 
fus. dans un premier temps, 
d'nctroycr la nationality israd- 
lienne. Ce n'est en effet qu'en 
1956 que I'Elat hebreu decide 
de faire dc ces Palestiniens des 
citoyens isradliens. tout en les 
reldguant 5 une catdgorie infe- 
rieure. Ddpourvus dc certains 
droits civiqucs ct ficartds des 
obligations militaircs. ils arri- 
vent dans la hierarchic dem'ere 
les Isradliens venom de 
i'Occidcnu les Isradliens oricn- 
taux et les Druzcs. 

Sur le plan politique, et ce 
jusqu'en 1967. scul le parti poli¬ 
tique communiste israelien par- 
vicni h copter leurs voix. Apr&s 
la erdation de I'OLP et d'une 


identitd nationale pa- 
lestinienne. I'identifi- 
cacion des Arabes 
d'Israel li une patrie pa- 
Icsunicnnc commence 
k sc ddvelopper pour 
atteindre son point fort 
en mars 1976. date de 
••la joumee de la 
terec-. La guerre du 
Liban cn I9S2 avec le 
massacre de Sahra ct 
Chatila et le ddclenche- 
meni dc llntifada vont 
contrihuer 5 renforcer 
cette identification au 
fildes anndes. 

ParallelemenL les 
Arabes isradliens par- 
viennent peu k peu k 
trouver leur place dans 
la socidtd isradlienne. 

Une nouvelle genera¬ 
tion apparait composde 
dc mddccins. d'ingd- 
nicurs ou dliommes 
d'affaires. Effrayds par 
cette dvolution. cer¬ 
tains cere les isradliens 
commencent alors ii 
parler de «bombes it 
retardement*. Des par¬ 
tis politiques arabes 
voient le jour, repre- 
sentant toutes les ten¬ 
dances y compris les 
islamistes. Lc mot 
d'onJrc de tous les diri- 

geams est le meme: Durant la campagne. Benjamin Netanyahu, le dirigeant du Likoud, 
ecaiue des Juifs et a fnuitipUd les promesses en faveurdes colons israeliens. 



des Juifs 

des Arabes dans un 
-Etat d'Israel fait pour 
tous ses citoyens*. et un Etat 
Palestinian inddpendant dans 
les frontieres dc 1967 a cdld 
d'Israel. 

Les Arabes isradliens Ont peu 


a peu commencd h pcscr dans 
la vie politique isradlienne. et 
notamment h la Knesset. Ainsi. 
demier. lorsquc lc gou- 


l an 


Un vote qui pese plus lourd 


Pour la premidre fois. les Isradliens doivent dlire non scuic- 
ment les 120 ddputds dc la Knesset mats aussi. dircctemcnL le 
chef de leur gouvemement pour un mandat de quatre ans. Un 
double scrutin qui pourrait dventuellcmcnt iniroduire une situa¬ 
tion nouvelle dans la vie politique isradlienne: I'dlection d'un 
Premier ministre ne disposani pas d'une majoriid k la Chambre. 

Seuls deux candidals s'affronient pour le posie de Premier 
ministre. le travailliste Shimon Peres et le chef de la droite Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu. Leurs messages, qui se ressemblent beaucoup. 
ont plongd une paitie de rdlectorat dans 1'inddrision. 

M.Peres. 73 ans. afflrmc qu'il achevera la paix en refusant tout 
portage de Jdmsalcm avec les Palestiniens. Un discours quo tient 
aussi son rival. M.Netanyahu. 47 ans. qui rejelte loute nouvelle 
concession aux Palestiniens tout en sachant que le processus de 
paix est al'id trop loin pour espdrer aujourd'hui revenir cn' 
arridrcJI 


vernement isradlien a decide de 
confisquer de nouvclles icrres ii 
Jdrusolem. les depuids arabes 
ont menace de faire romber le 
gouvemement 'travailliste cn 
approuvant une motion de cen¬ 
sure pnSscniee par la droite. 
C’est ii ce moment-la que la 
dassc politique isradlienne a 
vraiment rdalisd 1'importance dc 
la force politique arabe. 

Aujourd'hui, k la veille des 
Elections, b prdsence de 440 
000 clecteurs (soil 135 dc 
1 electoral) acquiert une impor¬ 
tance particulidre dans la me- 
surc oil il s'agil pour la pre¬ 
miere fois d’elirc le Premier 
ministre ct les 120 ddputds. 
C'est pour cette raison que 
Shimon Peres c he re he depuis 


des mois unc entente avee les 
partis arabes. tout comme son 
rival Benjamin Nclanyahou. Lc 
choix sera difficile pour les 
dlccieurs arabes a Iftcure du 
scrutin. 

Si bcaucoup veulcnt barter la 
route du pouvoir au Likoud. 
ccnains auront du mai 5 voter 
pour cclui qui a commis le 
massacre dc Cana et qui main- 
tient depuis trois mois lc blo- 
eage des territoires. Ils devrai- 
ent ccpendant massivement 
voter pour Shimon Peres, sui- 
vam ainsi la politique de i'OLP 
qui a multiplid ces dcmiOres sc- 
maincs les geslcs dc bonne vo¬ 
te nie cn direction du gouvemc- 
ment travailliste. comme 
Vabrogation de la charts nation¬ 
ale palestinienne.B 


A Gaza. 
Hassao Balawi 
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' En signant le 26 octobre 1994 le traite de paix israelo-jordanien, le roi Hussein a fait 
prendre a la Jordanie un des virages les plus importants de son histoire contemporaine. 
l'annonce par le gouvemement deonomiques dues a b guerre des territoires iordaniens occu- 

Ji.. - *-• * J A L-..—«■ _J U 


an.. 
afep ofCnw 

•3» t: 


Une nouvelle Are, 
celle de le paix 

La crise dconomique qui 
s'aggrave en Jordanie 5 la fin 
des anndes 80 a suscitd beau¬ 
coup de mdeontentement parmi 
la population. Des dmeutes 6c- 
lalent ddbut 1989 juste aprds 


d'une sdrie de hausses des prix. 
Pour satisfaire certaines des re- 
vendications de b rue. le roi an- 
nonce alors la tenue cfdlections 
legislatives libres qui oni lieu 
en novembre. 

Queiques mois plus tard. 
avee la guerre du Golfc. La Jor¬ 
danie se . re trouve au coeur 
d'une nouvelle tourmente poli¬ 
tique et dconomique. Le demier 
conflit rdgional en date a en ef¬ 
fet accentud b recession des an¬ 
ndes 80 en plongeant la Jorda¬ 
nie dans un gouffre 
dconomique dont cllc tenre au¬ 
jourd'hui encore de sc sortir. La 
Banque Mondiale estime k trois 
milliards de dollars les pertes 


du Golfe. 

Aujourd’hui, le Royaume en- 
tame une nouvelle dtape dans 
sa vie politique, celle de la paix. 
Grace k la signature de 1'accord 
de paix isradlo-jordanien en 
1994, ia Jordanie espere opdrer 
un redressement dconomique 
important. 

Les deux pays ont ddcidd 
I'dtablissement de relations di- 
plomatiques entre eux -et 
l'ouverture rdciproque d'am- 
bassades. Trds vite. des groupes 
de rouristes isradliens ont fran- 
chi le Jourdain, bissant augurer 
le ddveloppement d'un sea cur 
touristique trds ’ promettenr. Le 
retrait des troupes isradliennes 


pds, soit 385 kilometres cands, 
a dtd achevc cn fevrier 1995. 
Queiques projets deonomiques 
ont d'ailleurs dejii vu le jour sur 
ces parcclles. 

La cooperation isradlo- 
jordanienne sera 1'un des en¬ 
jeux principaux dans I'avcnir. lc 
ro-yaume de Jordanie attendant 
de cette paix des re tom bees 
deonomiques importantes. 

A condition bien sfir que ces 
relations futures repo sent sur 
une rdelle collaboration, et que 
chaque pays tire autant de prof¬ 
its de cet accord de paix.fi r 
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Souad Retiti Ennimer * ~ 


Cinema 


L’Europe montre sa bobine 


Le huitieme festival du film europeen d'Amman offre jusqu ’au 
29 mai un apergu de la production cinematographique euro - 
peenne a travers une selection d'une dizaine de longs rnetrages. 


C est a I’univcrsitd dc Jor¬ 
danie qu’a ddbutd dimanchc lc 
huitj&me festival du film curo- 
pden. Un fes^val devenu un 
rendez-vous ap^rdcid cn Jorda¬ 
nie. La ddldgation dc la com- 
munautd curopdcnne et les am- 
hassadcs des Etats-membres 
ont concoctd un programme al- 
trayant pour rendre hommage 
au septidme art 

Ccllc annde. ncuf longs md- 
iragcs cn version originate tous 
sous-titrds en anglais (seul «Un 
indicn dans la ville* est aussi 
sous-iitrd en arabe) et un docu- 
mentaire, ont did choisis. avee 
deux projections pour chaquc 
film. Lc public jordanicn aura 
ainsi deux fois plus dc chances 
dc ddcouvrir b vitalitd du cind- 
ma curopden. D'autant que les 
sujets abordds sont com- 
pldlcmcnt diffdrents. nllani 
d'une fresque familialc il unc 
intrigue policidrc. Une belle il¬ 
lustration dc la varidid cultu- 
rclle curopdenne. 

Ccst riutlic. aciucllcmcni 
president de I'Union curo¬ 
pdenne. qui a eu 1'honncur 
d'ouvrir ce festival avec 
"Journal intime* de Nanni Mo- 
rclti. La France sera cllc rc pre¬ 
set? ide i la fois par «Un indicn 
dans ia vilk>, unc comddie qui 
a attird prds de 8 millions de 
spcciateurs en France, et un 
documcntains sur les (tires 
Lumiire. invenLeurs du cindmn 
voib un sidcleJH 


Mona Kaddoumi 


Le programme du festival 



Jeudi 23 mai 


Lundi 27 mai 


I7h00: "Das Versprecben* 
(Ailemagne) dc Margarethe 
von Troua. L'histoire de deux 
adolescents sdpards par 
T Histoire ct b construction du 
mur dc Berlin, qui lentenf. 28 
ans apres, dc se retrouver. 


20 hOO: «Un indlen dans la 
vide* dc Hervd Palud. La 66- 
couverte dc Paris par Mimi- 
Situ. petit indien d'Amazonie. 
qui va ruiner par ses faedlies ct 
ses turbulences lc projet de rc- 
man age de son pdre frangais. 


I7h00; ^Anchoress- 
2Oh00: "Despues del sne- 
no» (Espagncj de Mario Ca¬ 
mus. La quete d'un jeune 
homme curicux qui se lance a 
/a recherche d'un tnSsor mystd- 
rieux cl qui ddcouvrira finale- i 
ment la vdritablc valcur des ( 
choses. 


Mardi 28 mai 


Vendredi 24 mai 


I7h00: tUn indicn dans la 
ville* 

20h00: oNlonde kompa- 
niet* (Suede) de Colin Nutiey. 
Une comddic dans laquelle se 
trouvent bousculdes les fron- 
li&res dc la moralitd sodale 
Jans on tranquille petit village. 


17h00: «Despues del sueno* 
2(»i00: "Jaguar* (Grace ) 
de Katerina Evungclakou. His- 
toirc d'un heritage qui. apr&s 
quinze anndes d'affrontcmcnl. 
laisscra deux femmes en pcinc 
avec la mdmoira commune 
d'un passd ddchirc. 


Mercredi 29 mai 


Dunanche 26 mai 


17h00: «Nionde kompantet* 
20h00: «Ancboress* (Bel¬ 
gique) de Chris Newby. 
L'histoire d'une adolescente 


17h00: "Jaguar* 

20h00: -<Les enfants de 
lumiAre*. Un documentaire re- 
tragant l'histoire du cindma 
fran^is k travers de nombreux 
ex traits de films, sur une mu- 
sique de Michel Lc grand. 


Tous les films sont projetis 
a Vauditorium tPrince Has- 


emportdc dans ses raves, tour k san» de 1’uniyersite de Jorda- 
lour saintc ou sorci&ne selon Ics nie. 
croyances irrationnelies de son Le.prU d'emree esi d'un di- 
entourage, qui finit par nar. les etudiants ne puyant 
s'dvader. eux que 500fils. 


C'est la vie 



l/agenda frangais d-Amman 
Cinema 

«La rcinc Margot ■>, de Patrice Chereau 
avec Isabelle Adjani, Daniel Auteuil,... 

Le 27 mai cl 20h00 au Centre culturel 
frangais. 


Or 


*0 




Mode 

Le 29 mai h 20h00 au Forte Grand. Huit 
mannequins presenteront 80 modeles 
de «pret-a-porter* et de "haute cou¬ 
ture*. 


Exposition 

Yvan Pommaux et Christophe Besse, ii- 
lustrateuxs de livres pour aifants, expo- 
sent leurs planches jusqu'au 31 mai au 
Centre culturel frangais. 

Television 

Nagui arrive sur le petit 6cran jorda- 
nien a une heure de grande ecoute. Son 
Emission musicale Taratata est desor- 
mais diffusee a 20h00 le jeudi soir sur la 
deuxieme chaine. 
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Activities 


. Royal Cultural Centre_ 

! American Centre Library_ 

jlritish Council... 

. "jRnencfa Culiural Centre. 

'Goethe Institute ........ 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)-. 

. Turkish Cultural Centre.. 

Haya Aits Centre... 

Y.W.CA..:._ 

Y.W.M.A_ 

Darat a) Funun... 

Alia Art Gallery... 

Baladaa Ait Gaiety___ 

Nabil Ai Mashini Theare___ 

Nabil A Hisham’s Theatre_ 


■ 661026/7 Concord Cinema .. 677420 

..... 820101 Plaza Cinema.®W23S 

— 636147/8 Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

....637009 

JJSports Clubs 

.... 610858 Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

....639777 Orthodox Club.-.81049 1 

— 665195 Royal Automobile Club.815410 

.... 641793 Royal Shooting Club „.736572 

.... 664251 - Royal Chess Club ..673713 

.....643252 Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

— 639303 Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

.... 657132 Amman Mun. Library.636111 

.... 675571 Univ. of Jordan Library...843555 

625155 R.S.C.N.. 837931/837937 


Diplomatic Corps 



Algerian...641271/2 

Australian ..—. 673246/7 

Austrian.. 644635 

Bahraini..664148/9 

Brazilian .-. 642183 


Bulgarian 

Canadian 


Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech —.671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
.. 641273/4 


672486/7 

675135/E 

693101/3 


619699 / 619693 
Zealand Consulate.636720 


Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.. 686155 

Pakistani..6227S7 

Palestine.-...677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 


Romanian 


Saudi Arabian. 

Slovenia Honorary Cons. 

Sri Lanki. Consulate . 

South Korean. 

South Africa.... 


Sudanese -i 
Swedish .... 
Swiss.....-..; 


814154/6 
....861542 
.. 645312 
660745/6 
....811194 
614166/9 
644251/2 
669177/9 
686416/7 


Tunisian ,_;.... 674307/8 


U.A£.. S . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..-.823100 

United States™. 820101 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot. 641510 

Aeromexico.... 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .—.688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyerada (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.S94484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific. 628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Della Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic.-. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines_604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.J 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines...641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.-. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alla AitporL.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/6211J1 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.-.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....7751)1/26 

A1-M uashcr Hospital 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Mark a..S91611/15 

Hussein Medical Ccnire... 813813 

Iialian-Al-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.63b 141 

Palestine, Shmeisani. 664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints. 666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints. 896390 

WaLer Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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JggjL Hotel Suites 


Comfort ' © 

® Service ® 
Location 1 ^ 

s 

Sweifvieh IS 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 

CARDENS ST 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 







"Hut 

World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

. 9 

When yua purchase (2) Large 
pH Pizzas at any of our PIZZA 

ffl TT iwfminintv m Inrrinn 



When you purchase (2) Large 
Pizzas at any of our PIZZA 
HUT restaurants in Jordan. 
YoumBget(IJ)Bten 


Jar Free Home fteUrer? service 


Cell Til: S2ZW!.VZV2S2 Curtcsl 

t-SMi: 5!-nHaK!=J cuIWWSMS; 1 .. 


&LCAZA8 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
i maginarion 

Tel:314131/2. 


Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 

Jt.SuOH' 1 L\&Zi 

Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtascb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel : 66 6 705 



Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation . 668191 

Al-Cazar ...*.. 

. 314131 

.... 314091 

ESCWA..694351/8 

1CRC . 688645 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.... 

.316636 

316250 

UNDP/WFP . 

. 668171/7 

Coral Beach. 

.. 313521 

UNRWA. 

UNICEF.... 

. 629571 

Hobday Inti. 

.312426 

*1A34A 

UNESCO. 

. 606559 

|> 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


UMit&TEf. 






Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



mm 

tfr'l 

Beauty Institute 

O facials . 

O Ilorfy skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures & 
ytadicurcs-' \ 



CAR 



Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 

Tel: 693399 


a 


To Advertise in th 
space ; call us at 




Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20X30 cm 

Shmeisani- Opp. Grind- 
lays Bank. 

Phone : 604042 
Swefieh. Phone 823891 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



VI MimI.ii sir. 
I.n 'MM I 


.(n: <J.tii I ni\ i-rsiM Mr- 
I cl: nsxus2 


Safeway-Tel: 6853 1 l 



4dvertise 
in this 
spsice. call 
ms at 
652-380 



7th circle. Tel. 820099 



KUS CENTRE FUCK SERVICES 

*Profe<sianal Drycleaning. 

*Shoes Repair 
* Darning 
* Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available ati _ 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique Jj | J 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE , 


jea 

ROES 


n v 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone : 82J656 & 814714 


Sftstei&czti. i si. 20 s 


T" / T r. f M T. T [ I : "IT 

if ii iH'i?! Vv 
ill fUJl i 


-3 g-JL Wasfi Al- Tal SL , 
Tel:695180 


c/fRRiAGE carriage RentaCar CARRIAGE carriage 


a -- 


Barakeh Auto Service Center 

\ we offer:- Yf 

\ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 

* | * Automatic & Manual car wash services 4* wheel balance maintanance \ C,- 

❖ Oil Change \ 

- Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 X 




a 


Not all “ cafe's “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


AT Shmeisani, Near Ata AH, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 
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A drefl/ra come true, for users with huge data and CD-Romfans: 

Store your data on CD 


Calculating the number of users on the Internet: 

Mission impossible 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 
SO, HOW many people are actu¬ 
ally using the Internet, you may 
ask? 

Simple, you could say that 
what is needed is to ask any 
Internet specialist and he will 
provide a definite number. 

Yet, whether for good 
or bad, this is not the case. 

The Internet's decentral¬ 
ized and chaotic nature 
makes the task of finding 
out the exact number of its 
users an almost impossible 
cause 

For starter’s, the defini¬ 
tion of an Interent User 
has to be properly agreed 
upon. Is an interent user 
someone who has com¬ 
plete access to the whole 
suite of Internet's func¬ 
tional services (email. 

FTP. Gopher. WWW. 
etc.), or could someone 
who uses a fraction of the Inter¬ 
net’s protocols be also counted 
as an “Internet User"? 

Also, should subscribers on 
commercial On Line services, 
with access to email over the 
Internet, be counted as "Internet 
Users" too? Shouldn't a defini¬ 
tion be formulated? 

Then, another question would 
poset itself. Should the number of 
"Internet users" be confined to 
the number of accounts or multi¬ 
plied by the number of individu¬ 
als using that account? This situ¬ 
ation is similar to the question of 
identifying the readership of a 
magazine or a newspapers; is it 
the number of copies sold or the 
actual number of people who 
read these copies? 

But why are we concerned 
with figuring out the number of 
Internet users in the first place? 
In my personal opinion, we, the 
average people, shouldn’t be 


interested. And we, for the most 
part aren’t 

However, businesses who are 
investing heavily in expanding 
the Internet and in making full 
use of its commercial functional¬ 
ity are very interested in finding 
an exact number. Furthermore, 
traditional telecommunications 
and telephone companies are 








amongst the most interested par¬ 
ties: The cheap email and fax ser¬ 
vices of (he Internet present a 
serious threat to the future of 
their services and in particular 
the lucrative international tele¬ 
communications market 
A consortium of 130 compa¬ 
nies in the US. called Comeroent. 
is the most vivid proof on the 
interest that the business commu¬ 
nity has in gauging the number 
of Internet users. 

Last summer, the consortium 
commissioned a study towards 
that effect The results of the 
study were, as could have been 
expected, inconclusive. The 
study’s findings came to the con¬ 
clusion that there were as many 
as 22 million adult Americans 
using the Internet by last August 
However, its findings were 
soon challenged by others find¬ 
ing putting the number at only 10 
million which, in turn, was fur¬ 


ther challenged by another study 
which proposed the number of 
16.9 million. The deference in 
estimates <12 million) manifests 
the extent of complication that 
could accompany such attempts 
to conduct an Internet census. 

This lack of clear statistics, 
however, doesn’t seem to halt 
the business community's 
drive towards being on the 
Internet and investing in 
Internet commerce: Estab¬ 
lishing a presence on the 
Internet through a web 
page has become a global 
frenzy amongst busi¬ 
nesses. This could be eas¬ 
ily explained by the fact 
that while studies differed 
in estimating the actual 
number of Internet users, 
they similarly concluded 
that the number was 
expanding rapidly and that 
its exponential growth 
doesn’t show any near 
signs of slowing down. 

On the local scene, figuring 
the number of Internet users in 
Jordan could prove less compli¬ 
cated than in the Internet's Old 
World of the United states and 
Europe. 

Jordan has just recently 
received full access to the Inter- 
enL Lost year, it was available to 
a very limited number of users 
through the National Information 
Center. In March this year. Inter¬ 
net became readily available to 
everyone through the commer¬ 
cial provider. Global One/Sprinl 
Jordan. 

The number of Jordanian 
users with Internet accounts and 
addresses, including subscribers 
to the two BBS services—NETS 
and Access—are an estimated 
2000 accounts. 

If we were to assume that 
three people use the same 
account, this puts the number of 
Internet users at some 6000 


THE NOTION of massive CD' 
storage has always fascinated us. 
Still, the idea of being able to uti¬ 
lize the hundreds of kilobytes 
made available by CDs was not 
possible for some time, as disks 
- offered read-only functionality. 

But that has been changing 
with the availability of commer¬ 
cial writable CD-drive units, such 
as the impressive 4020i from 
Hewlett-Packard This unit offers 
8569 Kilobytes of free space on 
CD. 

It comes in a relatively big box. 
but open exploring the items 
inside you realize that the drive 
unit itseir is small, but that there 
arc a number of important acces¬ 
sories included 

In addition to the 4020i drive, 
there is a SCSI interface, cables 
and some CDs that include driv¬ 
ers and applications. There arc as 
many as four manuals included 
on how to use the drive. 

Installation is similar to the 
basic installation of any CD- 
ROM drive, lhai involves turning 
of your computer, opening up the 
case, putting the SCSI card in its 
right slot, then sliding the drive 
into a 525 inch drive bay at the 


front of the computer. With a little 
bit of cabling on the inside, you're 
all set and ready to go. 

First things first You install the 
driwas by inserting the suitable 
CD into the drive, and choosing a 
setup command from inside Win¬ 
dows. Afterwards, you can begin 
to explore the world of mass stor¬ 
age on CDs. 

There are some ground roles 
that should be followed when writ¬ 
ing on CD. For example, or mem¬ 
ory resident applications should be 
halted, such ns screen savers, as 
these affect the copying operation. 

Sometimes, [he best thing is to 
do is only store one massive appli¬ 
cation. along with all its Fites and 
data on just one CD. as each appli¬ 
cation functions better when it 
does not share the same CD with 
other applications. 

Data compression is advised 
against as this may result in inaccu¬ 
racies of storage on CDs. 

It is always best to decide first 
what you want to put on your CD, 
then move ahead with copying 
procedures. 

Along with the CD-drive, ytw 
receive a number of useful soft¬ 
ware application, to facilitate its 
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There's Alchemy Personal 
which allows users to construct 
ffcunhnws of files on their hard 
disk, before copying than onto 
CD. 

Also included is a program 
raiwi EasyCD, which provides 
easy copying of files from your 
hard disk to your CD. This pro¬ 
gram adds a menu to the File Man¬ 
ager in Windows, providing a 
number of options to users. 

Another program is Easy CD 
Audio which allows music fans to 
Save their compositions on CD or 
even just sound dips. For E3sy CD 
Audio to function, you will need 
headphones or speakers connected 
io the CD-drive. 

Then, there's Magic Lantern, a 
program that mainly allows the 
■viewing, copying and manipula¬ 
tion of photos or pictures on CDs. 
It;includes a wide number of func¬ 
tions, which require a separate full 
review. For more information on 
the Hew lea-Packard 4Q20i wriia- 
■ ble .CD-drive, contact SciendGc & 
Medical Supplies Co. (SMS) at tel¬ 
ephone 624907. ■ 


Again: Macintosh or Windows 


BYTE Middle East 



New printers from Apple 
• Apple has announced two new 
color inkjet printers. to 

complement its Style Writer line. 

The new primers are the Style 
Writer 1500. which will be 
priced at $280. and the Style 
Writer 2500. to be priced at 
S380. 

Both provide high accuracy 
printing, offering near laser 
quality and can be hooked up to 
an Ethernet interface for 
multi-user functionality. 


For more information on these 
color inkjets from Apple, contact 
Ideal Systems at telephone 
688123 or Specialized Technical 
Services tSTS) at 827611. 


Communication with the 
Government is beneficial. 


users. 

Whether this multiplier is a 
conservative estimate or not isn’t 
really an issue; the number is still 
very low. In addition, the high 
barriers of entry like the cost of 
computers and modems and the 
very high subscription fees (one 
hour of full Internet access costs 
$9) would prohably contribute to 
keeping this number low for the 
near future. 

Until serious competition 
arrives and the telecommunica¬ 
tions infrastructure is upgraded, 
Jordanians' niche presence on 
the Internet's scene will continue 
to be microscopic 


Jawad Abbassi can be reached 
at emaO address: 
abbassi @netsxomjo 


The Prime Minster's Office 
is on-line 

• For over a month now, the 
Prime Minster's office in 
Amman has been on-line and 
available to answer questions 
through the bulletin board 
service. NETS. 

The idea is that the'Jordanian 
Government enters cyberspace 
and utilizes this medium to 
com mun icate with the public. 

NETS users arc thrilled that 
they can directly contact the 
Prime Minister's Office, or 
ministers who have also made 
themselves available on-line, 
such as Dr Marwan Mu as her. 
minister of information. 

Apparently. not many 
messages are being posted in the 
PMs mailbox. Bur this is 
probably due to the activity and 
efforts of Dr Muashcr. in 
answering most inquiries 
directly through his own NETS 
account. He even participates in 
debates raised by NETS users in 
a conference entitled ‘Ask the 
Government'. 

*’ In any case, the Government 
, is on-line and its a step that 
should be saluted. Time will 
reveal how this new means for 


Netscape and 

■Hewlett-Packard join forces 
• Netscape Communications 
and Hewlett-Packard have 
formed an alliance to utilize the 
expanding market for corporate 
computer networks based on 
Internet technology. < 

This alliance will provide Net¬ 
scape with a strong ally in its 
efforts to gain ground in the cor¬ 
porate computer market 

With Internet standards 
increasingly becoming an option 
for the integration of corporate 
computer systems, Hewlett- 
Packard will rely on Netscape's 
expertise to take on powerful 
competitors like Sun in this field. 

Analysts except that Internet- 
based corporate networks, called 
intranets, will evolve into a 
muUi-billion-dollar market in the 
years to come. 

Other companies are already 
moving to get their piece of this 
market such is IBM who 
acquired Lotus Development 
Corp. last year and is seeking to 
establish Lotus Notes as a unily- 
' ing software system for compa¬ 
nies. Digital Equipment recently 
announced a similar alliance with 
'Microsoft and MCI 
Communications. 
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JPMC TOWARDS THE YEAR 2000 


-, its inception in 1953 Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., 
Ltd., has become one of the major contributors to the 
Jordanian economy and a leader in the international 
phosphate industry through its wide experience in rock 
phosphate and fertilizer production and marketing. The 
superior quality of its rock phosphate especially 
Eshidiya rock and above all, the excellent location of 
Aqaba port has placed Jordan as the world’s second 






Transport and open storage system of washed phosphate at Eshidiya Mine 


largest exporter of phosphates. At 
present JPMC exports around four 
million tons of rock phosphates, and 
0.8 million tons of DAP per year, 
account for nearly 30 percent of the 
country's total exports value, 
have made plans to 

consolidate its position in both 
phosphate and fertilizer production 
and to enter into new business areas 
which would provide high return 
expectations and 
favorable long term 

development of the 
new mines of 

M produce high grades 

~ of rock phosphate for 

decades to come. Phosphate dryii 
Ik ..... JPMC has also entered 

iiKjL v expansion programs 

towards the industrialization of rock 
Vp phosphate to produce intermediates and 
finished fertilizers needed by developed 
developing countries, in a shift to 
7 .../» achieve higher value-added production. 

; ; v : ; » n this respect, three joint ventures 

have been concluded, with INDIA to 

a produce phosphoric add, with JAPAN to 
produce compound fertilizers and with 
PAKISTAN to produce Urea, 
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REMEMBER THE hot topic in personal computing which we 
were all discussing, as recent as one year ago? _ 

Yes it seems like it’s time to re-kindel that basic arguement 
of Macintosh Vs. Windows: Which beats the other? 

Actually a friend of mine started this arguement all over 
again, when he asked for advice regarding *e grsoral com¬ 
puter he intended to buy. "Should I get an IBM PC or a 

Macintsoh?" he said. . , ... . 

This was probably the most refreshing attitude I had heard 
for over a year, as most people I knew took it for granted that 
they should go out and buy PC compatibles because, like they 

said, "everybody has one”. 

The computer at school, at the office and at your friends 
house is probably a PC. So, when it comes to making a buying 
decision, the computer environment that surrounds you some¬ 
times makes the decision for you. 

However, the same decision to buy a personal computer 
should be mainly governed by one factor: will it serve the pur¬ 
pose I need it for. and if so, will it be easy to perform this 

PU Jjproitil five years ago. the resounding answer would have 
been: Macintosh. At the time though, as has been the case 
since the eighties. PCs outsold Macintoshes and offered users 
a more wider base of software and peripherals to chose from. 
PCs were even less expensive than Macintosh systems. 

Still, technically, the Macintosh operating system ruled 
supreme over a then weak version of Microsoft Windows. 
With the established base of millions of PC users being con¬ 
fined to mediocre DOS. there was no question about who was 
enjoying better computing. . 

That has all change- In fact, the change kicked off sometime 
in 1992-1993, when Windows PC powered by fast Intel pro¬ 
cessors took over the world. . 

Of course, as we all know, the real issue here is still the Al¬ 
lowing: Which opertaing system is better, Macintosh operta- 
ing system, or Microsoft Windows. This is particularly impor¬ 
tant now as Microsoft's latest operating system software, 
Windows 95. is Apple has published numerous reports and 
analytical studies on why Macintosh opertaing system beats 
Windows 95. Some points seem quite valid, while others are 
ones that simply glorify normal Macintosh capabilities. There 
is always to much mention of Apple s firm belief that Win¬ 
dows 95 is an even closer imitation of Macintosh than 
Windows 3.1'. ■ 

That is quite debatable, because it’s no secret that Microsoft 
aspired throughout Windows development history to provide a 
platform as easy-to-use and friendly as Macintosh. It's part of 
the Microsoft culture, to pinpoint a competitor to beat. 

The result has been an explosion in IBM PC use at the 
expense of Macintosh, for which not all the credit goes to 
Microsoft and PC makers. Apple was slow to respond, not 
lowering the prices of its systems when it should have and not 
licensing its operating system software when DOS/Windows 
environments were gaining ground. 

More on the technical side, in a way, the Macintsoh Vs. 
Windows arguement still lives on, and will continue to pose a 
strong point of discussion for technical people, as long as 
Microsoft keeps on delivering new versions of Windows, and 
Apple provides new versions of its operating systems. 

It’s strange to think thaL for some people, there really is no 
argument. "Do you think that I will ever design anything on a 
PC, after happily working for so many years with Macintosh 
systems?” said a graphic designer to me. 

Only time, or a major shift in PC capabilities, can alter an 
opinion like that. Somehow, Macintosh fans know that Apple 
is still ahead in their particular areas of interest. That says 
■something to the rest of us. ■ 
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come. Phosphate drying and storage facilities at Eshidiya Mine. 


Diammonium phosphate in PAKISTAN based on phosphoric 
arid supplied from JORDAN. 

In conclusion the fertilizer industry in Jordan is being 
developed in accordance with the long-term plans set-up to 
secure a rational exploration of the country's available natural 
resources. 

Apart from its own national interests, Jordan is achieving 
its role in meeting world fertilizer needs for decades to come 
by developing its fertilizer industry. 




2290 Telex: 21223 P.O.Box 30 Amman - Jordan 


















